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To All Vecturists, Greetings: 

The American VecturiSt Association, in compliance with the over- 
whelming demand of transportation token collectors, has ass^ed the 
function of the publisher of this paper. It does so with mingled 
emotions. 

With pride^ — pardonable, we hope, because we find in our midst one 
of such unbound generosity as Mr. R. L. Moore, vxho, after he had 
assigned all his rights in this publication to the Association for a 
nominal consideration, used the dollar to become its first subscriber 
under the new management. , His conduct in this .respect is entirely in 
keeping with that heretofore exhibited by him. Although fully aware 
that there was no remote possibility of personal gain, he nevertheless 
instituted The Fare Box in July, 1947, motivated solely by a desire to 
bring greater enlightrnent to the collecting fpaternity. During the 
year and a half that he continued his herculean effort without assis- 
tance and without regard to sacrifices of time, energy' and money, he 
received carping criticism instead of. the unbounded praise and encour- 
agement which were his just due. V/e are proud that he is ‘charter 
member §2 of the A.V.A. 

We are also filled with humility' because we fully realize the 
immensity of the task that needs to be done and how little prepared 
we are to 'do' it. There had been some discussion between Mr. Moore 
and the officers of the A. V. A. with a view to the transfer of pwner- 
ship of The Fare Box possibly a year hence, i-'/hen it was hoped that 
the Association would be out of its swaddling clothes. Unfortunately, 
lyir. Moore’s decision to discontinue publication with the' December 1948 
issue forced an immediate climax and the A.V.A. had to step into the 
Id X* 0 ^ c • 

And we are also imbued with hope that when the collecting frater- 
nity realizes that The Fare Box is no longer the property or the re- 
sponsibility of any one individual but rather* is a venture of, by and 
for all vecturists, they will rally to its support with items of 
interest, new issues, constructive criticisms and subscriptions. 

Although we intend to follow most of the excellent policies 
established by Mr, Moore, changes will be made to suit circumstances. 
The subscription price will' remain at .$2.00 per year,, excepting- to 
members of the A.V.A. for whom it will be $1.00 per year. Subscrip- 
tions will be accepted only for the calendar year 1949 until further 
notice. We will attempt to keep a reasonable supply of beck himibers 
of the current volume and in so far as they may be available these 
will be furnished to late subscribers, . ' 

(continued on page 2) 



The, A.V.A^ has been in existence since October 31 > 194®, a 
period oi* only two months. It has already enrolled 53 members and 
several Applications are pending, truly a^plendid record of achieve- 
ment for such a short time. 

If you desire an application for membership in the A.V.A,, 
please write to: 

Max M. Schwartz 134 West 5®th Street New York 19, N. Y, 

. ,iy you desire to subscribe to The Fare Box, please write to: 

'jk .'Feeble S, Jr. . P.' 0. Box 4®35 Washington®, D. C, 

Gur next meeting will take place on February 19th and .,26th,, 

1949, at-Hotel Statler, Washington, D. C, Several thousand 'vectures 
will be'^ offered’ for your choice, and you will have an opportunity , of 
gredtly 'increasing your collection and becoming personally acquainted 
with ypur- fellow collectors-. For hotel reservations and-further r - 
inf orniation,. please write to me -• ■ • • * 

To those of you who have been kind enpugh to write ^words of ... 
encouragement, I tender the combined thanks of the Association as " 
well as my own. May the New Year bring to all. of .you the, successful 
completion of ’all your desires and' happy collecting,. 

• ■ • I4ax M.'' Schwartz', ' ’ ' • ' ' 

President, A. V. A, . . . 

Having been" appointed/ co- editors of' The Fare Box, we will , always 
strive' to. keep this paper as interesting,' accurate and up-to-date as 
is humnly possible. With" the help ’of all" colle'ctprs, The Fare BoX 
can bring a Clear picture ■ of all happehings'' in the 'token world to ' ; 
all that are interested. ' r ; ‘ 

Youi^ new^,' stories, new issues, as well .as your criticisms 
are always we Icom'e, Herels hopeihg that we can' keep ...The Fare Box 
at the high; 'standards set ^/by Mr, Moore, .. . . • fv 

. ' ' D..M'J Peebles, Jr;’ ' 

J. M. ’Coffee, Jr.-' W:" 

Editors , ' : ' 


A question’ of the authenticity of a token recently' listed in 
The Fare Box has been raised by. a, Vecturist, and; since all the. 
facts about the tokeh.are 'knownj we will: try , to' explain the . origin. 
The token was listed as being from Woodlynne , , N. J . , as f ollpws : 

WM 30 SD Camden Co. Vocational School Boro of VJoodlynne 

. Blank , (incuse letters on obverse) 

The token was used' on a school bus, .operated by a, priVat.e. bus: line, 
for children riding to and from* school, . About fifty were’^made, but 
only one is known, except for. that, in; B’ernard Morganthaui n estate; 
This token has been readily accepted as a valid token by’Mri' Mopgan- 
thau, and when a token passed that: gentleman’ s keen ‘eye, it mii'St'be 
considered as valid. A letter from the Camden, County^ Board of Edu- 
cation is in the possession of ; the .’ owner of the token now, and this 
letter explains thoroughly’ th.e use of this; vecture’. '• ,. 

Incidently, this token was one of the many, sold at. the A;V;A, 
meeting in New ■fork last October; The purchase price was $7,50. 


free download from: www.vecturist.com 



mis AIID NOTES OF INTEREST 


All tokens issued by the Alexandria, Bancroft & Washington .. 
Transit Company, of Alexandria, Virginia are now obsolete, except 
for the new issue- recently repcrtad. • The- current. 21 m.m. token 
was issued in Novembe-r,- -and -is sold at cents each. 


On January 1, 1949, thd Baltimore Transit -Company put -into 
effect its new fare structure. The use of tokens has started 
again in this city. Current fares now are: 

Adult cash fare ' 13?^ 

Adult tokens' ' 2 for 25^ 

Children (4 to 12 years) 50 

Students, showing proper indeification 50 


The tokens ‘now -used -are -the old -United -Ry. & Elec. Co. ^tokens, 
which were used in -Baltimore -over -fifteen years ago. Plans are 
being made for a new -issue,- -however v i 

' The tokens of the Bon 'Air Transit Company, Bon Air, Virginia 
were mistakenly listed 'by Mr, Atwood at 100. ' These tokens .are-. * 
sold at the rate of 5 for $1.00, and are good for one 250 fare. 

Bon Air is a small suburb of Richmond, and this line runs from ; , 
Broad Street, Richmond direct to Bon Air. 

I''lr, R. L. Iioore has begun to dispose -of' his fine collection, 
and has sold a part already. Most of the remaining venture s will 
be sold at the coming A.V.A. meeting in V/ashington. Everyone 
- is invited to send tokens of. the higher caliber to Max Schwartz, 
who will auction them off at the meeting. 

Starting in the next issue, and- continuing until completed, 
will be a roster of all members of the A..'V.A. This will afford 
collectors an excellent opportunity to enlarge their correspon- 
dence, since almost all a.V.A. members are very active. 


NEW ISSUES and' new DISCOVERIES ' 

All vecturists are requested to report new -issues and new 
discoveries direct to the editors— P. 0, Box 4^35, Washington S, 
D. C. Please be accurate, and if possible. Include a rubbing - 
of tokens being listed for the first time. As in the.q3ast, 
the person first reporting a new issue or new discovery will 
be given proper credit for the find, . ^ . 


DUE TO THE LACK OF NEW ISSUES AND NE'J DISCOVERIES, NONE WILL 
APPEAR UNTIL NEXT MONTH, PLEASE COOPERATE BY SENDING IN THOSE 
WHICH YOU HAVE. . m 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 


One year . . . . . . . . . . . .. « * • . . . f2.00 

One year (members of the A.V.A. ) • . . .. . . fl.OO 

All subscriptions end December, 1949. Send in your cash, postal 
note, or money order to; 

D. M. Peebles, Jr. P.O.Box 4^35 Washington B, D.C. 


ADVERTISING 

When space is available, advertising is acceptable at the 
following rates: 


1 line or fraction thereof 

3 lines or less .f 1.00 

Each additional line............ SO. 25 

Qixarter page ('15 lines) .. 5.S3.75 

Half page (30 lines)........ .S6. 75 

Full page (62 lines) $13.00 


All advertising closes on the 26th of the preceeding month. 
"Proofs” sent out if received before that time, 

CLOSING DATE ' ' ' 

The Fare Box will be printed on the first of each, month. 
Therefore, please try to have all copy in the editor’s hands 
not later than the 28th (advertising on the 26th). Ample time 
must be given for "make-up" and stencil cutting. Your cooperation 
will be appreciated. 


There seems to be some doubt whether or not the tokens listed 
as being from Charleston, W. Va. are really from that city. The 
South Hill Bus Line never operated in Charleston, according to 
the city transit company. The tokens of this line are very scarce 
but perhaps someone, who has the tokens can clear this matter up. 

Is anyone interested in having a monthly, or bi-monthly 
mail auction? Coin dealers .have been conducting' these for 
many years, and when tokens are auctioned by these dealers-, high 
prices are realized. If there is enough favorable comment on 
this idea, we will organize an auction, and it. will function 
through The Fare Box, with profits going to the A.V.A. 

Your thoughts are welcome oh this matter. Please write 
D. M. Peebles, Jr, at The Fare Box address — P.O.Box 4^35> Wash- 
ington 8, D. C. • 

Contrary to popular belief , the- Orange Street Bus Corp, tokens 
listed several months ago-^-Conn, 305 G & H — are not new or even re- 
cent issues. They were used before 1920 in New Hayen, Connecticut. 
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PETERSBTOG,... VIRGIN, Station. ; AMp ^T heir personalities 

Petersbwg,. Virginia , 'knci^ a«^ ^’•aix^wenty" to most- vector ists, 
is an' interesting little southern 'town of .four active lobal transpor- 
tation IlneSv: These Qorujpsni'eS •‘are'-the Petersburg , Trans it Co. , , High - 
Street Bus Line, Petersburg-JHope^irell.' Transit Maitland' Bros, 

Bus .Line.^ * • • " ■ T-f . ■, , ' 

‘ ^:i^The Petersburg Trarisit ’C6m|)Sriy serves ^all of .Petersburg, and is 
thb'.^iily system of . any impprtsincev -This .•company .is, very courteous, 
and’ tJlie- treastier ’s oiffice is always- open to. yisitihg yeOturists. 

Two ydritieS' of tokens are now 'pse'd''- bn- 'P^ T. C.- .line.s-^Vai’ 620 J &: K, 
.bife is- lucky, he may get a white;roetal ^token,,JC>f the design of -.“K.*' > 
since there -are still about five in birouiatipn of the sixteen ori- 
ginal the company received as sarapl-eS from.^ the manufacturer i, The.se; 
fV^x^e .placed in circulation with the other tokens , for’ want' of anything 
bet'teir ‘to do with them. This . company is the successor to %he Virginia 
Electric. &*-'Power. Company. . \ 

‘ ' •■ ■■ -:■= ; ^ 

* be covered is the little on§ubus line. 

The 'Hi^h' Street line. %e.' bus goes ’round- and. »round^ and >f or five 
cents, you can ride all bay long, A visit to the coippany' bffice < • 

which also serves as a gasoline station and garage, prbWd fruitiess, 
and the president to whom we talked said that all the old tokens ^ 
were thrown ipto the Potomac River some ten years ago. 

The .Petersburg-Hopewell Transit Company is the successor to the 
old 'iPetershurg, Hopewell,. & Central Point Ry. Co, *. The tokens of the 
P. H, & C, P.” are still used by .the '.succbssor company as .PQSTOFF ICE 
tokens. The tokens, when available, are issued. to mailcarriers only, 
who use them in their official capacity of carrying-the mail only — 
they are not available to the public, P. & H, also bought out the 
Ettripk and. jv&toaka Bus Lines, the tokens of which lines have long 
sinc^’.fallen -into oblivion,., and e. seerph in Petersburg last July also 
,prc>ve(l fruitless , TKese tokpns ar.e q^u^ite “sfcarc'ei This company oper- 
ates ^i^'f'niy ah inter urban serytce, and not actually a 1^^^ system, 

7 Most . interest ihg tq the yecturist -is 'the' Maitland Brbt herb Bus 
Line, which operates' two lines, in Petersbtirg, using, only one bus on 
each. On one of these lines, -the .fare Is 5b -straight, while on the 
other the fare is 10b, or three toketis (-Va. 620-j!) ifbr a quarter. 
Hand-to-hand fare collection is. made, and consequently a quarter buys 
qnly two tokens,' and a ride. _ The owner of the line, Mr, Maitland, 

Has had several contacts with token cbllectors-,,- and his tales of us 
are probably just as harrowir^' as burs abouti ■'him. ' He has, during the 
life of his bus- linej ' issued six different are ^tokens, -a 11 of which 
arfe obsolete ; 'and very scarce--‘the' one exception bein^ "'"M’* which is 
now used , hotter only about thirty of- these . are in , collectors * 
hands. The current token is not available- to collectors., •’^and ^;. 
Maitland will not sell one token for any purpose other than its - 
immediate use as a fare. His supply, which was 300 tokens, is getting 
low due to Vardbug reaspns., apd he doesn’t want the expense of a new 
issue any sooner tha-b ^Rps Sib lb. (He always, makes a new issue— never 
reorders 'a supply, ) A -visit to the company, .located over -Mr. Mait- 
land’s pig stye, will ^pr6ye fruitless and- disheartehing to collectors. 
Mr. ^^aitl^nd has instructed his drivers to refuse .to; seli tokens to 
collect ora", and, anyone purchps.ing over 50b worth would 'b.e suspected of 
the imforgivable crime.-pf being 'a, vectwist, and would* 'pay lOb cashl 

(OVER) ’ '■ ' ’ “ • 
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(contini^ed from preceeding page) ^ • 

-^Xettera to this companjr . may as.weli be given up as lost. Maitland 
neither sends tokens.'oiiti in the.ma’il; non .doss he’.answer qusstions. 

In fact, it ..usually' takes ‘two raorithd fdn him tb send back .youn money 
when you request tokerid... You yecttirists who have dny of Mr. Mait^j ^ 
land’s tokens, including the ‘Current one— prize them highly. They 
are absolutely unobtainable, and remember, there were never more 
than 300 tokens made of any . one variety. 

So, collectors of transportation tokens, look again at Virginia 
'"sixrtwenty” and gloat over the ones you have, for out of the fifteen 
emissions of this city, only three can ever be called "common”— and 
those are the three which. every beginner has .to start with. Of the 
first token (Va*. 620-A) you will see listed from this city, your 
/guess is as good as anybody’s* This quaint little, bit of antiquity 
is beyond the realm of most of us, and it is doubtful if two- of these 
'are knovm today, . , . 


(ED. NOTE) We hope the above scattered fragments of information will 
•add to the fullness of your hobby in some s*a 11 way, by the addition 
of knowledge , and the story which stands as 'the background of your 
token, ■- Similar material on other cities is solicited from our rea- 
ders., We plan to c,pver many. of, the cities of the country in this 
manner., ‘ ' ‘ ■ ; ’ ^ ' 


Perfiaps one of the scarcest'- tokens issued in recent years is 
that one- issued" by ";Belton; City Ser'vice" -of Belton, S. C, This 
li'nej/which consisted of one-'inan a'nd 'one bus., operated for less 
than- two .weeks ,. The location of the' tokens is- unknown, and there 
are not over fiVe or six in- collector’s hands,. ■ ^ = 

' / , : 'V . 

/ ■ ■ . • ' ■ * ' * 

Another ’’token" which ‘is very ‘soarce, is the bronze 16 m,m, 
token issued in York, Pa, (Atwood’s F), It appears on everyone’s 
want list, and we would like-' to know— Does anyone have thif? Also, 
another token Which is needed by everyone is the W,^, 16- m,m. ‘ ’ 
issue of the Red Bus Lines , ' ‘Lynchbui^', Va , ..Please l^t the .edit ors 
know who the lucky owners of these scarce tokens are, .(In both' 
cases, the companies claim that the token was never issued.) 

" •» .fc - ^ * 

With the issueance of "coated" tokens by many companies, it 
seems as if there will be a new addition 'to a vecturist’s standard 
.equipment— a file. The only way that tokens can be examined, is by 
filing the edge of the tbl^en, until the metal is visable. Not only 
Washington, .bbt other cities have released these plated tokens. 
Using this method, mainy new issues should ; be reported shortly. 


Ths' that the dditors hold such, a poaitioh will not in any 

way limit their time to ‘devote to. their own collections, On the 
contrary, both of us will 'be more actiye-. than ever. PleSise contact 
us. at our private mailing addresses, as we have many desirable tokens 
•■fdr-'trade, , • -s. ‘ ; '.t;:, 

D. M. Peebles, Jr, P, 0. Box 1227 Washington 13, D. C. 

J. M, Coffee, Jr, P, 0. Box 334 New Haven, Connecticut 
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WASHINGTON, D.C,, CHOSEN AS SITE FOR COIilNG QUARTERLY AVA CONVENTION 

A.V.A., President Ma^c 11. Schwartz has announced that the, Board of 
the have agreed to liold the next convention in Washington. The 

attending members will convene in the afternoon of Saturday, February 
19, 1949, at the Stabler Hotel, As is usual at t’.ese meetings, thous- 
ands of tokens will be offered, for sale — some go .'d and some not so good, 
Mr,. Underwood of Sacramento, California, Ii':s sent in SOO tokens for the 
perusal of those present; the major part of Hr. Moore’s collection will 
be offered for sale at auction to those present, i.s usual, those pres- 
ent will 'leave with^nany more tokens in their collections , than when -they 
arrived, All vecturists who possibly can do so are urged to attend in 
person, not only for the benefit of their collections, but also for. the 
opportunity of meeting^ other collectors in pier son, '-'’e shall not dxvoll 
on the advantages of attending in person, however, as Mr. Moore has . 
enumerated them quite satisfactorily in previous issues. 

- 'We • strongly urge all those xvho plan to attend to bring their BEST 
duplicates with them since there are strong indications that certain 
collectors' present will have some excellent duplicates on hand, hut .vie 
fear that it will be more difficult at this meeting to purchase the . 
higher bracket tokens for cash than it v^as at the last. Remember — 
those good duplicates left hidden at home aren’t doing you any good, 
but they rm?- perform surprising results if brought to the convention. 

'The suggestion of having a mail auction has boon rocoived very 
favorably by the collecting fraternity, and will be discussed at the 
coming meeting. Final plans for the auction will be announced in the 
March Fare Box, 


For further information concerning the convention, or for room 
reservations, collectors are urged to contact Hr. Tfex M. Schwartz, 134 
West SSth Street, New York 19, N,Y,., immediately. 


THIS IS THE LAST ISSUE of the Pare Box. that non-subscribers will 
receive. As you will doubtless notice, the Fare I'ox this month is 
twice as large as it has ever been, and, xvith the continued cooperation 
of collectors-, will continue to extend the best possible coverage of 
all angles of transportation token collecting. We strongly urge all 
who have not yet Subsciribed^ to the’ Fare Box to do so immediately. " ; , 
Remember, the Fare Box is the binding tie among vecturists everywhere, 
and every additional subscription aids the hobby as wgll as yourself. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


January through December, 19-!+9. '|2,00 

Special rate to members of A, V.A, 


(Those beginning their subscriptions in the middle of the year will re- 
ceive the back nurabers to complete the volume, as available.) 

* ’ ' 5 *? 5 *? 

aDVERTISINGRATES - V 

Per line 350. Three lines for $1,00, Consult the Editors for larger 
amounts of space, .Members of A.V.A. granted 33 a discount on all ativer- 
tising rates. Advertising copy must be received by the twentj^-sixth. 


The membership is now 'oveh sixty, and continues to grow, 

urge all vecturists to avail theniselves ■ of the numerous opportunities 
offered by membership in the American Vecturist Association, Member- 
ship is two dollars per annuiu. For membership blanks address -the Pres- 
ident, Mr, Max M. Sclwartz - 134 W. 5Sth St. - New York 19, IhY. • 

ROSTER OF R.V.A. MEMBERS: (to run serially until completed) ■ 

1. Roland C,: Atwood P.O. .Box 621 - ■Hollywood -SS, California 

2. R, L, Moore _ S24 Fourteenth Street - San Francisco 14, Cal 

3. Max M,'; Schwartz : 134 VJest 5^5th Street - Mew York 19, M.Y, 

4. Felton \'/ , Smith ■ ISS Redfield Place - Syracuse 10, M.Y. 

5. Robert B. licICee Box 5^7 Buffalo. 5, N.T. 

6. William L, Black 1409 Evans Street - LicKeesport, Pa. 

7. Corinne Black' ' 1409 Evans Street -•McKeesport, ?a, 

8 . .Marvin Landsman 1475. Grand Concourse, H Bld.g. - Bronx 52, M.Y 

9. luiss lone E. Kibbe 497 Fern ■Street - West Hartford, Conn. . 

10. Floyd N. Hammond 11 Prospect Str-eet - 'Jest uSpringf ield, liass, 

11. Elmore F, Lur.iis- 437 Shelton, Street - Briri.goport S, Conn, . 

12. Thomas F, B-illiarason ;312 Lexington avenue -■ Syracuse 10, • M.Y.; ; . 

13.. D, M. Peebles, Jr,;; P.D. Box 1227 - Washington 13, D.C, 

14, J. M, Coffee, Jr, P.O. Box 334 New Haven, Connecticut 

15, Edgar Levy . 1413 Mesa nvenue, Broadmoor - Colorado Spring 

Colorado ^ 

16, Walter W, Underwood 2517.0 Street - Sc cra'vonto l6, Calif, 

(The above constitutes one-half of the charter members of the A.V.A,) 


We have noticed there are still occasionally cases wdiere a collector 
will unknowingly misre*present the composition of a fare token when 
listing it. to another collector. Hone of us can claim, to be free of 
making errors, 6ut we must, as a body of collectors, do our utmost to 
eliminate this unnecessary practice. *We_ suggest t.hat all collectors 
exercise extreme’ care' in desi'gnati-hg the’ metal s' of their tokens, and 
always make use of those great aids to the vecturist, the file, thc5 
millimeter scale, and the raagnet. , , ■ ' 

We hope that someday our hobby will include many. thousands of col- 
lectors, and. we all should mrork tov/ard that end, by interesting as many 
as possible, in fare tokens and by obtaining as huch publicity as pos- 
sible for our hobby — in order to prove its great fascination, 
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Several collectors have confirmed the exis’tanco of the tokens 
listed as questionable in our last issue. Roland Atwood reports that 
*he found several of the bronze York, Pennsylvania tokens (995-F) in 
the ’*odd” tokens at St.' Petersburg, Florida. Numerous vecturists re- 
ported having Va. 500-J— the l6mrn. white metal token of the Red Bus 
Line, Lynchburg. The Red Bus Line is a suburban line which operates 
from Lynchburg to Madison Heights, about five miles out of the city. 
The company office is located at Madison Heights. 




Reports have come from many sources that indicate Capital Transit 
Company, and possibly other companies which have had their tokens 
plated, first dipped all tokens on hand INCLUDING FOREIGN TOKENS. 

After the tokens were plated, the foreigns v/ere then returned to the 
company. Therefore, many tokens are being reported as being new _ 
issues since they are copper-plated, while in reality, they are jiust 
items which fall in the ''pattern, freak, or error” category. If we 
list- all of these that turn up, there might be five ^ hundred , so^, 
rather than list tokens which are "freaks,” we simply suggest that 
collectors remove such items from their collections, unless it can be 
established without a doubt tha.t the tokens were actually issued and 
used bv the company in question. ’liashingt:)n, Minneapolis, and bt. Joe 

ti. j tel'ens in error. 


are the companies 


xn 

which most 


likely plat-; 




It has been reported that the old 23mn. bronze 
21miii. white metal regular fare, tokens of ■la.usi 


both obsolete, 
the regular tok 


■A new token 
ni, vjhile no 


was issu« 
employee 


5d recently t-; 
token is i.;.: i 


employee and the 
scons in are no^^^ 
take the place of 
e at the rresent. 


THREE DOT SHORTS 


There are at 
Valley Transit, 
steel, three zinc 
all die verities 
"P” in the center 
ride, and that thf^ 


least sixteen different tokens issued 
Charles Houser reports that he has one 


by the Lehigh 
brass, one 

and no less than, elevan white metals. These are 
, . . Bvob i.cKee reports that the l6mn. token wdth the 
from Pikesville (Ky. 710-B) is used for a suburban 
iy are sold at the rate of six for a dollar . . , 

The new variety from Youngstown, Ohio as reported by Chris Cook in 
this issue is described by hr. Cook as follows: "It is thinner than 
the old; the Y does not roan the circle; the lower part of the Y is 
longer, and the background is different” . . . Just after the D. C. 
Public Utilities Commission approved the new Capital Transit fare of 
13^4, tokens 3 for 35?5, a movement v;as started by trccnsit riders to 
form "The Thirteen Penny Cliib”— an organization whose' members would 
alv/ays drop thirteen pennies in the fare box, rath-jr than a dime or 
nickels. It was their thought that Capital Ti’ansit v/ould be burdened 
with additional expense to change an empty fare box^ for a box full of 
each vehicle tv/o or three tinea a day. ’Jhen it became ap- 


pennies on 


pearant that 
the movement 


CTC( 

was 


) fare boxes 
abandoned . 


could hold many x 
, . Over fifteen 


nous? 
c .'loi 


nds of pennies, 
vanities of the 

new ’Washington plated tokens have show'n up, so to simplify things, 
these are being relisted . . , The ”10^'' Keamore, In 1. tokens are 
actually sold at 5 for 65?i— 13^^ each . . . The current tokens of 
barren, Pennsylvania became obsolete on January 29th . . . Anyone who 


has 

but 


not done so, should delate K. Y, 
rather an admission chock to the 


.U5-A. 


■ ' 1 ' 

iis is 


not a fare token. 


Cone-'^ Island men’s room. 
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In response to the many inquiries received from A.V.A. members, 
we wish to state that membership cards have not yet been mailed out. 
This will, however, be taken care of shortly*. 


In the first months of 194^, v/hen the Petersburg Transit Cornpany 
ordered its token needs, they ordered a bag of silver-plated brass 
tokens in the same design of the regular brass tokens. The cost of 
these was naturally somewhat more than that of the ordinary brass ones. 
The silver-plated tokens were used as a test to see how much longer 
they v;ould be able to stand circulation than the regular tokens. 

After a short usage, the Petersburg Transit decided that the addition- 
al cost involved was not justified, and consequently'’ all the silver- 
plated brass, tokens have been removed from ' circulation and disposed of. 


Raymond B. Cooper, ov/ner of one of the letrgest transportation 
token collections in the United States, is seriously ill in the Hines 
Veterans Plospital with an undiagnosed malady, Felix Church informs 
us that good wishes may' be sent through his brother, ArtPiur P. Cooper, 
2036 North Crav/ford, Chicago 39, Illinois. 


It is with regret that v/e report the death of Hr. E, 0. Crosby, 
for forty years the treasurer of the Twin City Rapid Transit Company, 
Mr. Crosby, a native of Prescott, ’Wisconsin, came to Minneapolis c?,s 
a boy. He served as City Treasurer before joining the street railway 
com.pany. Mr. Crosby’s name appears on millions of Minneapolis tokens 
issued some time ago. He was S2 at his deatli. 


When the East Side and Comprehensive Omnibus companies were pur- 
chased by the Hew York City Transit System, new buses v/ere orderiod 
v/hich do not have turnstiles, A passenger with a transfer nerely 
hands it to the driver. This indicates that the transfer tokens of 
these two companies \'\/’ill eventually become obsolete, rSarvin Landsman 
also reports that the Queensboro Bridge Railv/ay/ has raised its fare to 
a rate of five tokens for 20^^ instead of the old I'ate of two for 


V7ith the help of Roland Atwood and Edgar Levy, it has positively 
been established that the South Hill Bus Line tokens v/ere used in 
Charleston, W. Va. Both these well-knovm vecturists agree that the 
line used tokens over fifteen years ago. There is no trace of the 
old lino (or of the tokens) in Charleston now. We might add that these 
two little items are now among the very rare tokens of the country. 


Information on price of tokens of the Yello''-; Bus Lines, Memphis, 
Tennessee: 20mm, Center Hole - 2 for 35‘j; 23mm. bar - 2 for l+Od, 

These tokens are in use on lines which operate entirely in suburban 
areas. 
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♦'TRANSIT LINES OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA" 

The towns' and areas to be covered are Alexandria, Arlington, 
Fairfax, and Fredericksburg, vdiich v/ill include infornation concerning 
Alexandria, Barcroft & Washington Transit Comjoany, and Washington, 
Virginia ,& Maryland lilies^ . •. 

First we will cover Alexandria. This city is located five miles 
south of Washington, Its lone means of local transportation is the 
A... 3,,,& W. Transit Company. This, was formerly the A. B. & W. Rapid 
Transit Company, Aside from local service in Alexandria, the line no^; 
operates to Mt. Vernon and Fort Belvoir, as well as the Alexandria to 
Washington line. The old tokens were Alexandria-Washington, Del Ray- 
Washington, ’ and Del Ray-Alexandria, v/ith the latter being by far the 
scarcest of the three. Del Ray is a small village about mid-way be- 
tween Alexandria and Washington. Until recently, the large 23mm. 
tokens were used from Alexandria to Washington, and were sold at eight 
for a dollar, v/hile' the cash fare \'^as 'fifteen cents. Tokens are no 
longer used for the* I 59 S zone, but a new, smaller 20mra.. token is used 
for a one zone ride. These are sold at 2 for 150. This represented 
a* former nickel ride. Back in January,, 194^> 1 was at the office of 
the A. B. & W., looking for the old Del Ray tokens. The manager was 
very nice, but he told me that he burned a box full of them not two 
weeks before. He described them quite accurat ely, .and . said that he 
remembered them wel*l because he was a •driver when they were used, 

.which was about 1924. The old tokens are' very hard to obtain now, 
especially Va. 20-Bi-&-C, A. B. & W. also operates a line from Wash- 
ington to Barcroft and Bailey’s Crossroads. It v/as on this line that 
the Bz-23-B tokens wpre'' o.riginally used, -hovrever since they wore sold 
at the same rate, they became valid fares on the Washington-Alexandria 
line. The "Colunbiah’ tokens, v/hich ha’ve been listed as Chevy Chase, 
Maryland, were in reality used on the ^Barcroft line, for a ride to 
Columbia' Pike, This statement has been supported by an 'A. B. & W. 
official, (Atwood and others interested, vl ■— 'otel)' 

The V/ashingtoh, Virginia & Maryland lines' operate -in the Ar- 
lington-Falls Church area. This line ‘was known as "Arnold Lines" 

. until recently, when the. president resigned. Almost all W-V-I"I lines 
start in Washington’, and operate via Rossl^'n to Falls Church, Fairfax, 
Arlington, Lyons Village, Me Lean and W'est Falls Church.' Tokens are 
sold at tv/o for a quarter, and are good for a ride through ^"ashington 
and one zone of Virginia. These tokens have- been used slightly over 
a year., when the fare was raised from ten cents straight'. The W-V-M 
line was enlarged sOmev/hat vihen it purchased all lines and equi'or.ient 
of the Arlington-Fairfax iiotor Transit Line. These two lines served 
the same general area at one time. A & F ran a "rail-bus" north from 
Rosslyn to points on its line, but this v/as abandoned some years ago. 
There is one token listed as A & F, however there is some doubt 
whether or not these tokens vrere actually used. I have personally 
seen three bags of these, but t'hought that they v/ould be placed into 
use, and eventually become common. On the contrary, the little token 
is quite scarce, and almost unobtainable. 

f . ' 

Though it does not use tokens, it might be interesting to men- 
tion the Washingtbn & Old Dominion Railway. This line, also uses 
Rosslyn as its southern terminus. It now runs to. Leesburg, Virginia, 
although it did at one time run as far as Bluemont ,. Virginia , which 
is only several miles frora the Va.-W.Va. border. The W. cc. 0. D. is 
now a gas-operated rail line, but before the war, it was an electric 
line. Service was suspended for several da 3 ?-s last week when' a portion 
of the track caved in, however service is back to normal, (over) 
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Fredericksburg is located forty seven miles south of Washington. 
The city is served by a small local bus line which' does not use tokens, 
but a very unique token was used in this city in 1922, This was used 
on the bridge at the north end of the city. A, toll was approved by 
the city council and toll tokens for the bridge were issued. These 
tokens — large scallopped edge aluminum items — were used less than a 
year, and now they are among the most rare tokens extant. Having men- 
tioned this king of rarities from the area under discussion, x-ze shall 
go no further, - 


1949 PRICE REVISIONS TO Tim NATIONAL CHECK LIST supplied by Roland C, 


Atwood, All previous prices for the listed tokens are void; the re- 


vised prices are as follows: 

(tokens not 

listed 

below, up to 1' 

lassach- 

usetts, remain t 

x.t price indicated 

in the 

Chock List) 




ALA 

120 

I 

.15 

CAL ■ 

985 

c 

.15 

■^•IDA 

380 

A 

.50 

/lO’fA 390 

B 

1.50 

J ALA' 

750 

A 

.35 

'/GAL 

985 

D 

.15 

^IDA 

380 

B 

.50 

/KANS 480 

A 

ii 

.15 

y ALA 

BOO 

D 

1.00 »/CAL 

995 

A 

.10 

v/lDA 

440 

A 

.75 

-'KANS 480 B 

.15 

/ ARIZ 

640 C 

.10 

COLO 

140 

A 

: .25 . 

v' ILL 

155 

A 

.50 

^KANS 480 

C 

.15 

^ ARIZ 

720 

A 

.50 

/ COLO 

260 

A 

5.00 

^ ILL 

155 

B 

.75 

^KANS 480 

D 

.15 

^ ARlZ 

840 D 

.10 

y COLO 

280 

B 

5.00 

ILL 

200 

A 

.15 

'GChNS 8G0 


.25 

✓ ARIZ 

840 E 

.10 

ycoLO 

300 

A 

.35 

ILL 

200 

b' 

.25 

10 

B 

.50 

ARK 

435 

C 

.10 

yCOLO 440 

C 

.35 

v/iLL 

200 

c 

.50 

^KY 10 

C 

.75 

ARK 

435 

D 

.35 

-^COLO 460 

D 

.15 

v^ILL 

200 

D 

.50 

✓ KY 160 

ii 

.15 

^ ARK 

435 

E 

.35 

k COLO 

820 

A 

5.00 

v"ILL 

200 

'••-a 

.75 

KY 160 

B 

.25 

V/ ARK 

435 

F 

.35 

COLO 

860 

D 

.25 

✓ ILL 

385 

i 1 

.35 

WKY 280 

F 

.10 

^ ARK 

435 

G 

.50 

^ CONN 

305 

G 

1.00- 

yiLL 

455 

‘c ■ 

.15 

/ 1(Y '510 

II 

.50 

^ ARK 

435 

H 

.50 .^001111 

305 

H 

1,00 

V/ ILL 

760 

n 

.50 

•/KY ,560 

A 

.15 

^ARK 

480 0 

.10 

-^CONK 

345 

B 

.75 

^lUD 

350 

ii 

,15 

•^KY 560 

B 

.15 

ARK 

480 

P 

.10 

^CONN 

525 

A 

.35 

MIND 

450 

A 

.25 

-^KY 560 C 

.15 

v/ARK 

480 Q 

.10 

‘-^COI'IH 

525 

B 

.15 

/IND 

450 

B 

.25 

-^KY 560 D 

.15 

'/ARK 

885 

A 

.15 

^ COHN 

525 

C 

.15 

^IMD 

450 

D 

.50 

•/KY 670. 

X? 

i-j 

.15 

•^ARK 

885 

B 

.15 

^ CONN 

525 

D 

.15 

^ IND 

610 

F 

.10 

-'EY 670 F 

.15 

/ARK- 

885 

C 

.25 

-^CONN 

525 

E 

.10 

/ IND 

980 

h 

.50 

/ KY 710 

ii 

.15 

•/ CAL 

205 

C 

.35 

^ CONN 

550 

A 

.25 

^IIID 

980 

iw 

.50 

/ KY 710 

B 

.20 

^CAL 

435 

B 

.10 

^ CONN 

560 

G 

.25 

-<[ND 

980 

c 

.50 

/LA 520 

A 

.25 

CAL 

445 

B 

.10 

^DEL 

900 

B 

1.75 

v/lND 

980 

D 

• ^5 

^ LA 810 

B 

.50 

^ CAL 

715 

P 

.10 

^ FLii 

300 

c 

.50 

IND 

980 


.25 

^ MD 300 

B 

.35 

^ CAL 

745 

K 

3.50 

^FLA 

300 

D 

.50 

^ IOWA 

3o 

ix 

.25 

MD 600 

ii 

2.50 

CAL 

950 

B 

.35 

GA 

240 

ii 

.25 

/IOWA 

160 

ii 

.50 

-'MD 600 B 

2.00 

^ CAL 

950 

C 

.35 

'< GA 

750 

F 

2,50 

/ lOTO. 

230 

J 

.15 

riD 600 

C 

3.50 

-;CAL 

950 

D 

.35 

IDA 

100 

N 

.15 

-WIOWa 

300 

G 3 

.00 

MS3 45 

i’l 

.50 

/ C AL 

970 

A 

.10 

'/iDA 

100 

0 

.15 

/ IOWA 

310 

K, 

.15 

MASS 550 

D 

.15 

This 

list 

will be continued 

> 

starting with Hie 

:hig 

an , 

in the next 

) issue^ 


Further revisions, as Mr, ^^twood finds then necessary, will be listed 
throughout the year. 


SPELLING CORRECTIONS for ntwood’s National Check List:. 

1. BRaIWERD, Minn, is correct. (NOT Brainard) 

2. FERGUS FALLS, Minn, is correct. (HOT Furgus Falls) 

There are many errors in Atwood’s Check List, as Mr, Atv/ood himself .ad- 
mits, In order to correct these,- he xvould apprecia.t'e all collectors’ 
reporting any mistakes they find in the list direct to the compiler at 
the below address: 

Roland C, Atwood - P.O. Box 621 - Hollywood 2S, California 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE NATIONAL CHECK & PREI'iIUM LIST By Roland C. Atwood 
(Listed exactly as received) (This list is the continuation of Mr. 

Moore’s November Fare Box supplement listing.) ' 'v % 

■Hk 

l-'iINNSSOTA 
y' Mankato 510 

F l 6 St-sc Mankato City Bus Lines 

Good For One Fare 

Minneapolis 540 

/ R Bz 16 3q Minneapolis Sti Ry, Go, K 

Good For One Fare M D. J. Strousc 
S B l 6 Sq iiinneapolis St, Ry. Go, ii 

Good For One Fare M D. J. Strouse 
T S 16 Sq Minneapolis St. Ry, Go, M (bronze plated) 

Good For One Fare 

V U ’VIA l 6 Sq Minneapolis St. Ry, Go. M (bronze plated) 

Good For One Fare- 
North St. Paul 620 
Ao IS Sd L T D (in script) 

Good For Ride 

/ Bo B 24 Sd L T B (in sbrint) 

Good For 12^^ Ride 
Go 24 3d L T B (in script) 

Good Fob I 6 I 9 S Ride 

Red Wing 6 SO . . 

«/ G B 20' Sd 707 Bus' Red Wing,’Minfi, (2 var .-straight & curved line) 

Good For One Faro Bus 

v/ Ho Fm 19 Sd A. C, nlnqulst Red Wing, Minn, 







Good 

For 

One 

Faro Dus 

/ 

St. 

, Cloud 

1 730 





G 


21 

Bar 

‘ Saiht ■ Cloud ] 

Bus Lines (BUS) 




t 

■ 

Good 

For 

One 

Fare (BUS) 


So, 

, St 

• ^ 

'aul 

S20 





A 


20 

Sd 

So. 

St. P 

‘aul 

Transit 






Good 

For 

12 y 

^ Ride 

/ 

Bo 

Fm 

21 

Sd 

So, 

St. F 

'aul 

Transit 






Good 

For 

7y 

Ride 

/ 

Co 

Fx 

21 

Sd 

So. 

St. F 

aul 

Transit 

/ 





Good 

For 


R i d e 


D 

B 

21 

Sd- 

So. 

St . r 

’aul 

Transit 


Good For 72^ Ride 

y Worthington 9^5 

A VJM Id Bar Worthington Bus Go, (BUS) 

Good For One Fare (BUS) 

MISSISSIPPI 
Jackson 46 O 

>/ I B 23 Sd Jackson City Lines, Inc, Miss, (BUS) 

Good For One School Faire (BUS) 

y Meridian 620 

Co B 16 M-sc Meridian Lt. & Ry, Co. 

/ Good For One Fare 

y Vicksburg 900 

J B 23 Dd Vicksburg City Lines, Inc, (BUS) 

Good For One School Fare (BUS) 


(OVER) 
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Supplement to the National Check & Premium List (continued) 
MISSOURI ' 


/ Carthage l60 
Ao A 24 Sd 

^ Columbia 23 O 
a B 23 Sd 


Norris Transfer Co, Carthage Mo, 

Good For One Ride From Hotel to Depot 


/ B Bz 23 Sd 


City Bus Lines Safe-Dependable-Courteous-Economical 
(SHIELD) 

(reverse inscription not receiver) 

City Bus Lines Safe-Dependable-Court eous-Economical 
(SHIELD)' ' 

(reverse inscriptipn not received) 
y Jefferson City 420 

G V7M 23 JtSC Jefferson City^LinpS’, Inc. 

Good For One Fare 

/Moberly 6 OO 

A 'dM. 16 Sd Moberly Citv Lines I'® - 
^ Good For One Fare (BUS) 

/ Sedalia S20 


/ 

/ 


Do A 22 Sd Sedalia Bus Co, Sedalia, Mo ^ 

Good For 1 Fare 

St, Joseph SSO 

Eo S 16 Tr-sc St, Joseph Ry, Lt, Ht, & Pr, Co. Full Fare(Bz pl-nted) 

(DESIGN) 

Fo ’aTI 16 Tr-sc St. Joseph Ry. Lt, Ht, & Pr. Co. Full FarG(Bz plated) 

(DESIGN) 

G W 16 Tr-sc St. Joseph Light & Power Co, 

Good For One Fare 

St, Louis 910 
L Bz 20 Bar 


Downtovm Loop Bus Service St, L.F.S.Co. 

Good For One Ride Loop Dus Service St, L.i'.S.Co. 


MONTANi^ 


/ Billings So 
✓ TT n-z R 


F Bz 16 B 
G m 16 B 


Billings City Bus 
Good For One Fare 
Billings City Bus 
Good For One Fare 

Great Falls 3^0 

C B 16 G Great Falls City Lines 

Good For One F<are 

'Z yHelena 4^0 (C is MOT steel, but WHITE IviETi.L) 
Kalispel 500 

A Bz 16 Ball Kalispell Transportation Go, K 

Good For One Fare K 


^ Missoula 660 
G WM 16 Bar 

v/ H Bz 16 Bar 

NEBRASKA 

Beatrice 120 
Bo Cr 21 Sd 

Fremont 360 
D 16 B 


United Transit Company (BUS) 
Good For One Fare (BUS) 
United Transit Company (BUS) 
Good For One Fare (BUS) 


Beatrice Streeb Railway Co, 

One Fare 5 Cents 

Blue Pole Lines Fremont, Nebr, 
Good For One Fare 
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' ' NF'f ISSUES 


Hot Springs, Ark. (R. McKee) ; ' 

B 23 S Hot Springs St. Ry. Co, * 

School Ticket 
Eureka, Calif. (J, Coffee) 

Vfi'4 16 3 Eureka Transit Lines 

Good For One Fare 

Santa Monica, Calif, (F. Greene) . • 

23 Sii-sc Santa Monica Municipal Bus Lines 
Good For One Zone Fare 
New Haven, Conn. (J, Coffee) 

Bz 23 Bar Orange Street Bus Line, Corp. (BUS) 

Good For One Fare (BUS) 

Bloomington, 111. (D.M. Peebles) ' ’ 

lii/M 23 Bar Bloomington-Normal City Lines, Inc, (BUS) 

Good For One Fare (BUS) 

Danville, 111, (M, Schv>;artz) ' 

W'i 23 Bar Danville City Lines, Inc, (BUS) 

Good For One Fare (BUS) ' 

Decatur, 111, (H, Schv/artz) ' ' ■ 

Bz 23 Dd Decatur City Xine's, Inc, (BUS) 

Good For One Half Fare :(EUS) 

LaSalle, 111. (J. Coffee) 

W'i 20 Bar LaSalle-Pcru. City Lines. Inc, (BUS) 

Good For One Fare (BUS) 

Princeton, 111, (K. ’S-tg^der) ' ' 

WTi 16 Sd Princeton Bus 'Go, P' V 

Good For One Fare P g 
Robinson, 111, (F. Greene) ■ ' 

B 16 Bar City Transit Co, Robinson, 111, (BUS) 

Good For Ohe Rid.e ('BUS) ' ’ 

West Frankfort, 111. (F. Greene) 

B 16 Bar VJest Frankfort Bus C'o, Inc. (BUS) ^ ' 

Good For One Fare , (BUS*) ' . 

Dubuque, Iowa (M. Schv/artz) 

Bz 23 S Dubuque Electri’c Company 

Good For One School Fare ’ 

Erlanger, Ky. (¥, Underwood) 
viT-i 23 T-sc Dixie Traction Company 
Good For One Fare 
Jackson, Mich, (ii. Schwartz) 

Bz 21 Dd Jackson, I4ich, Gity Lints (BUS) 

Good For One City Fare (BUS) 

Jackson, Mich. (D.M. Peebles') ' 

23 Bar Jackson City Lines Hich.' (BUS) 

Good For One Fare (BUS) 

Lansing, Mich. (M, Schvjartz) 

B 23 Bar Inter-City Coach Linos Co. Lansing, Mich. (BUS) 
Good For One Fare (BUS) ' 

.ilbany, N.Y. (M. Schwartz) ■ ' 


s 

23 

Bar ■ . . 

■United Traction Company System 
Good For One School Fare 

■School • ■ ■ • 

Bz 

16 

B 

iabany-Cohoes Bus Lines, Inc, 
Good For One School Fare 

Fred Rohl, Pres'. 

.at 

lany, N.Y. 

(F. Smith) 


vm 

16 

G 

Albany-Cohoes Bus Lines, Inc, 


' 



Good For One Zone Fare 

• 
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NEW ISSUES (Cont.) 


Wilmington, N,C. (M, Schwartz) . , ’ 

'I'M 23 Bar Safeway Transit Co, Wilmington, M.G, 3TC 
Good For One Zone Fare STC 
Portsmouth, Ohio {C. Cook) 

• M4 23 Bar Portsmouth City Lines, Inc, (BUS) 

Good For One Fare (BUS) 

Corvallis, Ore. (D.M, Peebles) 

B oc Sd Yellow Bus Co, Corvallis, Ore. Y (21nm,) 

Good For 1 Ride 
Beaver Falls, Pa, (¥, Black) 

B 21 Sq-sc H T B Line (Scallopped edge) 


Newport, R,I, 


Student Check 3?^ 

Nev/port, R,I, (M, Schvjartz) 

Wi 16 2tr-sc The Short Line Inc. 

Good For One Fare 
Knoxville, Tenn. (F. Greene) 

B 21 Ch Knoxville Transit Lines 194B 
Good For One School Fare 
Parkersburg, ¥, Va, (D.M, Peebles) 

>JM 16 P City Lines Parkersburg, W, Va, 

Good For One Token Fare 
Port VJashington, Wise. (R.. McKee) 


Bz 23 Bar 
Washington, 

mji 16 w 
m 16 w 
\M 16 w 
m 16 w 
WM 16 w 
WM 16 w 
m 16 w 
16 w 

B 16 W 
B 16 W 
S 16 W 
S 16 W 


J, Coffee) 

( "z plated ) ( small let . ) 


Wisconsin Transit Lines (BUS) 

Good For One Child’s Fare (BUS) 

D.C. (R. Frisbee, D.M, Peebles, and 
Wash. Ry. & E* Co. Gap. Trac, C:. 

One Fare In The Dist. of Col, 2 
Wash, Ry, & E, Co, Gap, Trac, Co, (Bz plated) ( large let.) 
One Fare In The Dist, of Col, 2 
Wash. Ry. & E, Co. Cap, Trac. Co, 

One Fare In The Disi;;, of Col, 2 
Wash, Ry, & E. Co* Cap, Trac, Co. 

One Fare In The Dist, of Col. 2 
Capital Transit Co, (Bz plated) ( small 
One P’are In The Dist. of Col, 3 
Capital Transit Co. (Bz plated ) (large letters) 

One Fare In The Dist. of Col, 3 
Capital Transit Co, (K plated ) (small letters) 

One Fare In The Dist, of Col, 3 
Ca.pital Transit Co. (K plated) ( large letters) 

One Fare In The Dist. of Col, 3 


(K 

(K 


plated) (snail let, ) 
plated) ( large let . ) 
letters ) 


Capites 1 Transit 
One Fare In The 


Co. (Bz plated) 
Dist. of Col, 3 


Capital Transit Co, (K plated) 
One Fare In The Dist. of Col, 3 
Capital Transit, Co, (Bz plated) 
One Fare In The Dist,' of Col, 3 
Capital Transit Co. (FC plated) 
One Fare In The Dist. of Col. 3 


Unfortunate ly some new issues or discoveries were sent to the 
Editors which were described so ambiguously or inaccurately that the 
exact description, inscription, and status could not be determined. 
Consequently these do not appear in the listing of nox-f issues, or new 
discoveries. We strongly urge collectors rep'^i’ting new issues or dis- 
coveries to accompany the report with a rubbing vrhenovGr possible and 
always with the EXnCT vrording on each side, plus the exact status. 
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NEW DISCOVERIES 

(All tokens listed under this heading are understood to have been out 
of circulation when first reported to us by readers'. ) 

Waterbury, Conn, (S, Luinis) 

WI4 20 Bar Cooke Street Line, Inc. (BUS) (snail bus on obverse) 

Good For One School Fare (BUS) (large bus on reverse) 

Centralia, 111. (K. Snyder) 

A 15 Sd C, C, C', Railway Co,' 

Good For One Fare 5 


Whiting, Ind. (K. Snyder) 

A 16 Sd South Side Dus 
(Blank) 

Sault Ste. I^arie, Mich, (C, Hanilton) 

Z 23 S Soo Traction Co. 

Good For One Fare 

Pascagoula, Hiss. (I I, Schwartz) 

B 16 Sd Pascagoula St, Ry, & Power Co, 

Good For One Zone Fare 

Syracuse, N.Y. (F. Smith) 

Z 16 S Syracuse Transit Corporation 

Good For One City Fare 

Akron, Ohio (F. Hammond) 

B 21 Sd Akron Kanchester 

Good For One Fare 

Canton, Ohio (K. Snyder) 

K 20 Sd Dauber Ave, Bus Line One Fare 
(Sane as obverse) 

Ashland, Ore, (D.M, Peebles) 

B oc St-sc City Dus Co, Good For One F’are (lOi-in.) 
In i-ishland It’s The Water 


Garrick, Pa. (K, Snyder) 

A 15 Sd Garrick Broughton Bruceton Horning Antonio Haddalon 
Good For One Fa.re A 


Pittsburgh, Pa. (F. Smith) 

WH 20 Sd St,' Clair Inclined Plane Conpany 

Good For One Fare 

Norfolk, Va, (F. Greene) 

Ve 23 Ch City of Norfolk 1870 
Passenger Railway 


Casper, Wyo, (K, Snyder) 

’#1 20 Sd Evansville Buss Line 
Good For 1 Ride 




% % 
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v.;rieties reported 

Covington, Ky. (E, Levy){Ky 150 G) 

W-i l6 L-sc C, N, & C, Ry. Co, Green Line 0, C. Vnndersnith Gen. Mgr, 
Gopd For One Fare Green Line 

(3 obvious varieties of above in size of letters-*-3nall, medium, large) 

Boston, Mass, (K, Snyder) (Mass 115 A) • 

B 21 B Boston Elevated Ry, Co,’ 

Good For One Faro H, L. Wilson Trea* 

(Type one - flat edges; type two - round edges) * ; ’ 

Grand Forks, IJ,D. (J, Coffee) (ND 320 E) 

VJFi 23 Bar Grand Forks Transportation Company (BUS) 

Good For One City Fare (BUS) ' ’ 

(Type one - flat edges; type tv/o - round edges) 

Lykens, Pa, (C, Houser) (Pa 5 S 5 E) 

16 L Lykens Valley Railway Co, • 

Good For One Fare 

(Type one - diamonds on reverse; type two - no diamonds) 

Cheyenne, Wyo, (j. Coffee ){W yo 120 F) ' • • 

Bz 20 D Cheyenne Motor Bus Go, ■ . • 

Good For One City Fare 

(Type one - round ”0” in ''"GCOD” on reverse; typo two - oval ^’0" in 
**G00D” on reverse; type 1 - large letters; t 3 >'pe two - 'small' letters ) 

rt.VERICKS 

45, B: 20 Sd St. Olaf Dus D, Tillie 

One Fare 10 Cents 

46 , B 23 Sd Cook Transportation Co, (SkDiLL SlOiR) 

Good For One Fare 

47, WTl 16 Sd =:"i=Couchnan Transit Service (BUS) 

Good For One Fare (BUS) 

(❖:;< Previously listed as '’Coachman Transit Service”) 

PiiTTERNS, FREnKS id'jD ERRORS 

New Haven, Conn, (E, Lumis) 

S 16 Sd Connecticut Compahj'' 

Good For One Fare 
Springfield, 111, (K, Snyder) 

Gs 23 Sd Springfield City Ry, Co, 5 (star staraped in base 
Lincoln Monument (MONUMENT) (of monument) 

Akron, Ohio (C, Cook) 

Lead 16 A A. T. Co, jxkron 

Good P’or One City Faro 
Allentown, Pa, (C, Houser) 

WM 16 Sd Lehigh Vallejo Transit Co, VT 
Fare Check VT 
Lemoyne, Pa, (C, Houser) 

Wi 16 Bell-sc Vallej'-' Transportation 

Fare Check • 

MAKUFxxCTURER » S S/U IPLE 

VM 16 S'q~sc L, F, Grammes & Sons Inc, 

Allentovra, Pa, 


free download from: www.vecturist.com 



, THE 


A Monthly News-Letter 
for Col lector s of 
Transportat i on Tokens 

PUBLISHED BY 


FARE BOX 



Editors 

D. M. Peebles, Jr, 
J* M» Coffee, Jr. 


Publication address 
P. 0. Box 4^35 
Washington B, D. C. 




TIU^SIr'T 


VOLUME 3 


ajs sjc 5|< jji j;? jjc s{<:4€ ^ 5;r ?!? i\i 5*? s-f sjojs sje 5{c jJcjJe sjc 5{c 5jf »|< sjolt s{c y,? jjc 

5 !c * 

RAYMOND- B. COOPER 
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- It is with ree^ret that we renort the 


>1^ 

5!? 




It is with regret that we report the 
death of Raymond B. Cooper, v/ell-known 
Chicago vecturist. Mr. Cooper, whose col- 
lection of transportation tokens was among 
the first five in the country, died Jan- 
uary 26, 1949 j after a lengthy illness. 

Although he was best known for his 
tokens, Mrv. Cooper, also found ticid fon dog- 
tags, pin-back buttons, and various other 
classes of buttons and badges. 

It will be a Jong time before we see 
some one so popular and pro^ssive as 
Ray Cooper. 


..1^ V* '’t ^*r 

3,v ^,s »|,4 i.,v TJC 3|> V).. ..'I's ,«,v 3|. ,.,v j,. 


A. V. A. WASHINGTON PIEETING SUCCESSFUL; MANY ITEMS FROM R. L. MOORE 
COLLECTION DISPOSED OF; TEN riEMBERS,,.SEVERAE’~.-VICITORS IN/ATTENDESCE. 

On February 19-20, the American Vecturist Association held its 
second quarterly meeting at Statler Hotel, Washington, D. C. The 
collection of R. L. Pioore, which was recently broken up, drew aaufch 
interest at the Saturday meeting. Several hundred higher priced 
items, ranging from 200 to §1 were offered, as well as almost one 
thousand ten cent tokens. All members participated eagerly in the 
auctioning of the various lots, and everyone obtained one or several 
of the higher tokens. What business there was, was taken care of 
later on Saturday, Reports were submitted by the treasurer and the 
Fare Box editors. At the present time, there is -540.10 in the A. V. A. 
bank account. Those members who attended the Saturday sessions were: 
Piax Schwartz, Bob McKee, Tom Williamson, "Snuffy" Smith, John Coffee, 

B. H. Baake, Jr,, D. Pi. Peebles, Jr. Ralph Winant, and Bill and Cor- 
rine Black, There were also several visitors on hand, and one of the 
visitors submitted his name for membership- might remark that 
Mr, Baake, supervisor for Baltimore Transit Co ,, has by far the best 
collection of Baltimore toj^ens that we have setr. Pir. F^aake needs only 
one token to complete the |ity, 

— --ee):-— — ,0- ri- : wwwrvectilrist.cdm 


Sunday, things i'jere handled with great speed. The collection 
of duplicates submitted by Walter Underwood was ex^ined. Also, 
lots of tokens submitted b}’- ' -urisfs were looked over. 

There was a discussion of coMuifitee appointments, but before 
any names are announced, Mr. Schwart:!; wi'Li’ make his final decisions. 

Syracuse, ii. Y. was mentioned as our next meeting place, and 
this motion was passed upon. 

At 1:3C ,P. M. , tne meeting broke up, .nrio. wnc-n everyone left, 
he had many new tokens for addition to his collection. 



Ralph Winanc made the prize find of the month when he purchased 
the scarce Le:viston, Maine one with the street car on reverse, 

for the modest sum of 6±/. A 'iiln.ington C<^in Dealer sold that one, 
along with three more commor. tokcas to Rarph .for a quarterl 


It .sc’e-ti a.s,3.f there v'ere a few token.s . 
very old Atwood lists, but were not listed i 
Check List, Some of these ‘wove listed under 
February issue, while others, when located w 
coltunn. Many thanks to our Colorado friend, 


which were listed in the 
n the National Premium & 
'■new discoveries'' in the 
ill be listed in that 
Edgar Levy, for his help 


MAVERICKS 


T.GCATED 


Through the efforts of Edgar Levy and Charles McCormick, we are able 
to report the city listings for the tokejis previously listed under 
the heading "mavericks" : 


Michaud Bus Lines, Inc. 
The Ohio Bus Line Co . 
Service Bus oystem, Inc., 
Altus Transit Gonpany 
Couchman Transit Service 


oa Isiii, Mass • 

G i nc n nna t n , Ohio 
0 o lumb i a . r n n c s s e e 

Altus , 1 -.a 

Chambcrca'i-'K- lia, ■ 


Mr. McCormick reports that the CouchKian tokens etc sr-ld at the rate of 
three for. twent^^-five cents. The address of that coroany is: 

Couchman Transit Service, 30 IL 6th Sti, Chambersbi; eg, 

^By error, the "new discovery." listed last year from Petersburg, 
Virginia, was reported as being white metal, The token, on first 
examination, appears white metal, but wnen the silver-plated brass 
token was reported, and confirmed by Petersburg Transit, Mr. Coffee, 
who had the "white metal" token began to file awav on it. He went 
about 1/16 inch into the token, but it still looked white metal. 

After filing about 1/S inch of the token, the brass finally appeared. 
This belated discovery removes the "W.M." 23 Bar token from the Vir- 
ginia pages. Collectors should enter the token below as being the 
old letter assigned the white metal— Va. 620 IN. 

B 23 Bar Petersburg Transit Company (bus) (silver plated) 

One Fare Petersburg, Va, (bus) 

Mr. Atwood, and others interested, please note. 


free downtoad frorn: www.vecturist.com 


LETTER FROM THE EDITORS 


Washington, D. C, 
March 1 . 1949 


Dear Readers: 

Since we have been at the he.lm of The Fare Box, as represenativea 
of the American Vecturist Association, vie have done our best to sexnre 
the token fraternity through this publication. The many letters re- 
ceived from all parts of the country have been very complimentary, 
and for the good wishes — many thanks'. With the continued cooperation 
of the A. V. A., The Fare Box, and 3^ou, the reader, this publication 
can grov/ to previously unthoughtof proportions. With little effort, 
six or eight pages can be filled. With a fair ammount of time, ten, 
or more pages can be published. We will supply the time. Will you 
supply us v'ith the latest new, issues , . and news? 

Yours, for a bigger, and better Fare Box 

. D,,.M. Peebles, Jr. 

J. K. Coffee, Jr. 


NEW PAGES FOR 


'■-jr 


OD'S 1. 1 ST 


As everyone doubtless knows, Mr. Roland C. Atwood Complied and 
released his National Premium & Che .k List f' ,/ i 3. Transportation 
Tokens back in mid-1947« At the time it was v'rir.ted, the publisher, 

The American Numismatic Companj'’ agreed to print, and distribute when 
needed, the necessary state suppiemonts fcr the list. iir. R. A. Wil- 
son, president of the American Numismatic Comoary, after receiving 
the latest information from Mr. Atwood, printed and. mailed to most 
collectors the new pages for Virginia — a state which certainly did 
need revising. These pages w'ere mailed unsolicited to collectors, 
with the thought in mind that the new pages would be: ^ nthusiast ically 
received by collectors. However, this has non bec-rj the case. On the 
other hand, some collectors have returned the pcgcc to the publisher, 
saying that the information can be copied fron The Fare Box, Others 
have returned the pages to r-ir. V/ilson, saying the cost is too great. 

I vrould 3 ike to remind everyone that there wd. 11 not bo another edition 
of the check list in its entiretv.. The only way that a list may be 
kept up to date is by obtaining the pages fxohi the publisher. Mr. 

'Jilson is going to print abou'*' ten states pe:. year, and there is no 
;reat cost involved here. Some states neve.r '-’ill need new pages. It 
seems only natural that everyone v/ill went the pages. 

Some vecturist s have not bothered cc rcti;.rn the Virginia pages 
so kr. Wilson, or to send payment fcr sarae, ’ I know personally that 
it times it is very discouraging to have abig stack on unanswered mail, 
however, please remember, f riends ,- Mr . -"iloon is doing us a favor. He 
is losing money at the present. It suiirus ordy fair that we return the 
mpploments not wanted to the publ.ishe?- at rue oexow address: 


American Numismatic Cor:].. 
P. 0. Box , La Tijera 
Los Angeles 43, Cal. 


D..I4.P 


e downlead-from: www.vecturist.com 



’’THE TRA-NSFER COLLECTOR” — a montnly publication, similar to TKe i^are 
Box, Subscription price is l^l 50 pe” for this interesting news- 

letter A’hich deals with fare chariges end other general transit news, 
as we]l as transfers. Anyone interested should contact: ’’The Transfer 
^.U-ect or”. .C,.S. Jones, E dit or 29 00 Master St, Philadelphia 21, Pa. 
WANTED: MANUFACTUER’ S SAIuPLES. F.A7TlFlTEM0r2ACrr' Pf® ANY ' 1 'rJEKD". 


13, D. 


Please send I’ubbing with next letter. I PAY HIGHEST CASH PRICES 
TyKEilS I KEE P. P.K.P eebles , Jr , '“.'j.Box 1227 tT^shington 

FOR SALE ■ ' SkALL COlLEOTION'-FTnE' START FOR BEGINNER 
100 diff. U. S. tokens (postpaid) ^9,50 
Includes 2 tokens Atwood price of 0l» one of ’ ’ 


FOR 

C. 


tokens in good condition. J .lu. C of fee .Jr, 


which 
P.O.Box 


HORSECAR. All 


? 34 New Haven. Conn, 


PUE TC LACK OF TIME AND SPACE, NIuS OF THE MAIL AUCTICN AND LIST OF 
A. VL 4. MEMBERS WILL NOT BE PUBl [SHED UNTIL APRIL I SSITE. 


PRICE REVISIONS FOR ATWOOD’S NATIONAL PREMIUM 




T 


The prices listed heve supersede all other orices listed 
by .^ir . Atwood, Lists similar to tnis will be publi.s.ier whenever 
it is deemed necessary by the .compiler of the list. 


Mich. 75-B^ .15 


PiO. 

Mo . 


if20-D ^ .15 
420-E'^ .15 


Mich. SO-A*^ ,25 
. iiich.265-B*^ .15 
Mich.^'yO-B-^ .75 
Mich.370-C^ .75 
Mich.370-D*^ .75 
Mich.370-E-' .50 
Mich.370-F'' .50 
Mlch.370-G>' .75 
Mlch.370-K'^ .15 
Mich..,515-A-' .25 
Mich.525-Bv^ .25 
Mich.630-B^ .25 
Mich.bBO-K*^ .25 
Mich.735-B*^ .25 
Mich.750-A^ .15 
Mich.750-B’f' .15 
Mich. g45-N<' 1.00 
Mich.S45-T*^ .15 
Miss. 620- A <' .75 
Miss.620-C'^ .75 
kis3.900-A-^ .75 
iMiss.900-B^, .25 
Miss.900-C/ .35 
Miss.900-D«^ .50 
Miss.900-F*' .25 
Miss.900-H‘' .15 
Mo. lAO-B’^ .15 
'Mo. 420-B*^ .25 


Mo. 

820-D*' 

.15 

Mo. 

860 -B 

.50 

Mo. 

880- A*^! 

.25 

Mo . 

910-A"! 

.50 

Nebr 

. 420 -B' 

.15 

Nebr 

. 420 -C^ 

.15 

Nebr 

. 440 -C-l 

.00 

Nebr 

.440-D"! 

.00 

Nebr 

.440-E"l 

.00 

Nebr 

.440-F"3 

.50 

Nebr 

. 540 -Sg 

.15 

N.J. 

185-A*'! 

.00 

N.J. 

185-B"! 

.00 

N.J. 

185-C"1 

.00 

N.J. 

310-A'' 

.25 

N . J . 

555-A’' 

.75 

N.J. 

555-B*' 

.75 

N.J. 

885-A*^ 

.25 

N.y. 

25 -A*^ 

.25 

N.Y. 

25 -B'' 

.25 

N.y. 

70-k-' 

.50 

N.Y. 

75-A-' 

.25 

N.Y. 

360-A''' 

.25 

N.Y. 

385-A"^« 

.25 

N.Y. 

410-A^ 

.25 

N.Y. 

690 - A';,. 

.50 

N.Y. 

945-A«^L 

.50 


M. y. 945-B^.50 

N. C. 30-B-' .15 

N.C. 160-A-^1.50 
N.C. 330-A*^ .35 
N.C. 450-B’' .25 
N.C. 450-E^ .15 
N.C. yOO-B-' .15 
N.C. ggO-A*^.25 
N.C. 9{^0-E»' .75 
N .D. 60-B ■ 

N.D. 

N.D. 

N.D. 

Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 


Ohio 230-S - .15 
Ohio AlO-A*' .25 
Ohio 435-C-^ .15 
Ohio 600-A*^.35 
Ohio 730-6*^.15 
Ohio 745-D- .15 
Ohio 745-E*' .25 
Ohio 745-F- .25 
Ohio ?^60-D*1.00 
Ohio 995-A*' .50 
Okla.330-G- .15 
0kla.640-F‘" .15 
0kla.640-G*'' .25 
Pkla.640-H- .25 
Okla. 640-1*" .15 
0Ha.700-D'- .15 
0kla.f60-D^ .25 
Okla.9?^0-A*''3.50 
■Ore. , 160- H*' .15 
Ore. 160-1-" .15 
Ore . 160 M*"' , 15 
Ore. Af^O-A-* .50 
Ore'. 4?^0-B-" .15 
yen ,50 
700-B-"1 !oO 
.25 
.35 
.10 
.15 

starting with Pa. 


In next month^s Fare Box, the list will 


.15 
320-A-^ .25 
320 - 0 *^ .25 
900- A .25 
10-D*''1.00 
10-E-^1*00 
lO-F-l.OO 
lO-K-'l.OO 
125-F/ .15 
165-C- .35 
165-D- .35 
165-E- .25 

165-U'' .25 
165-W*^ .25 
■' 65 -X^ .50 

230.-N'' .35 
230 - 0 ' .35 
230 -P^ .15 
230 -Q'' .15 
230 -R*^ .15 

continue 


Ore. 

Ore . 

Ore. 700-C-r 
Ore. fOO-B*' 
Ore. SSO-B*-^ 
Ore. 970- A •' 


IMPORTANT NOTICE ; Attention of Ab V. A. members, and others is called 
to the fact that all A, V. A. bixsiness is hcuidled through the secratar* 
Miss lone E. Kibbe, 497 Fern Street, West Hartfort, Connecticut, All 
matters which do not pertain to The Fare Box should go to Miss Kibbe. 
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CCNV^^} . I-'r NOTES 

Th*^ Elacks — Corrine and Ei?l, ■•‘■■rtainlY, made your editors look • 
iory bad, oec.-jise when tliey ract us at the Stabler, they showed us a 
token they picked irp ri^ht hene in Washington for They obtained 

i*Loe:is';e'ille City R’y Ont, Fa'ah' in light blue for that cheap sum from 
The Hoboy Shop, When we visiteo tnere scvexal weeks ago, we found 
only s3Vv,r-i A-W tokens (Ve , SC- A) , It v;ould not surprise us if the 
Louisville token had o ;er. in tl.t shop foi’ years, though. Upon' bnter- 
irig the rtoro. the \'isitor so-es tC Yi sands of interesting items— coins, 
stamps, badges, medals, chit'ii, antinues, curios, picture frames, etc., 
and it v'aas a I'onaer Mr. & l-ra. b.l...',.i. found any tokens at all. 


;;2|c; 




■Se'.'eral rare tekens passed h 
les traded the tv/o l;s srr.ixgton Ind 
Pittsc ...yb and '^C'’ and the Tr 


a.'ina at the meeting, when D. M. Peeb-* 
.' t. hv.’y, tokens to the Blacks for 
'.jiafer Tcdren of Greentree, Pa* 






These were a few of the scarce items which were obtained from 
the R. L Moore collection; 


Orand Couleo, V/ash. "D'* 

Lima, Ohio 
hrtsbane, Cal. "A'* 

Brisbane, Cal, "B" 
Zanesville, Ohio 'Ll" 
Jacksonville, Fla. "E" 

Clair ton, Pa. "E" 

Mii.naukec , Wise. "B" 

Tacoi.i-i, Mash. "A''-thick, thin 


J. 

M. 

Coffee, 

Jr. 

70^ 

D. 

K • 

Peebles 

, Jr. 

35i 

J. 


Coffee , 

Jr. 

600 

Max M 

Schwartz 

700 

D. 

M, 

Peebles 

, Jr. 

450 

F. 

W. 

Smith 


650 

J. 

M. 

Coffee , 

Jr. 

350 

D . 

M. 

Peebles 

, Jr . 

, 750 





§1.00 


pr't/nably the best buy of the day was Mr, Coffee^ s purchase of "D^' 
G^cird Coulee, Wash, for 70^. This token was on the market 
for tt'O not so long ago. 


Our w.,-stern New York friends, Williamson, Smith and Mclieo finally 
c' v" h’rirght the a. V. A. convention their way. Plans are for the 
next convention to be held between May 15 and June 15 on a convenient 
w.-'k-aad at Syracuse, N. Y. These three fellows have had to travel 
■or liorijt several hundred miles each meeting. 

Under A. V. A. rules, the meeting place is decided by the major- 
ity of rhose attending the previous meeting. 


TIIE FARE POX — published montlily at Washington, D. C., by the American 
Vectcrxst Association, Publicatipn address: P. 0. Box 4f35, Washing- 
toi; B, D. 0. Subscription price ^2 par vear (Jan. to Dec.) Members fl, 

AMERICAN VECTUfilST ASSOCIATION 
■ _ President .Max M. Schwartz 

Vice-President....,, ..Robert B. McKee 

Secretary Iche E.'Kibbe 

Treasurer Thomas WilliaraSOT 

Curator. Felton W/ feltn 

Editors, "The Fare Box”..,D# Meade Peebles, 

(lohn M* Coffee, uPi 

free a o- -on 


om 
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WASHING'] 


-j;.APO. 


jIS iiOTCR. LxItSS^. 


Ihe Washington, far lb x .'vniDolis Motor Line was organized in 

1911 , and this line has In: r ' Arc; ::rom a few busses to over sixty. 

’A. i'i.. 8c A, now serves Bradtur, =. eights, Seat Pleasant, Andrews Field, 
OaA lawn, Coral Hills and Ini ' uth-east section of the District of 
Col iiiibia Several trips daia.y ore operated to Marlboro, but during 
lalL v:hen the Marlboro Ra'^e Track is open, VJ. M. S: A. carries 
tnousandj of people to that p^'int. Service to Anapolis was abandoned 
zy-u.. years ago, but the name j.s still retained. 

Bank in the early twenties, tokens were used. These were the 
Sr.isi token with '’M’’ in centoi- (used for Maryland Fare), and the 21mm. 
..h.x.ie metal token (used for D. C. Fare.) Both these were good for a 
i.I<' ride, but were sold 4 fox' . ‘'^'hese were used for several years 
tx'. duu oc complaints from tn'^ telephone companies, these tokens were, 
a.;.’ called in and c smaller tonen was issued. These, 20mm., were 
uS'id for D, C. fare:,, /cnil.e tno .ramc tokens, pierced, were used in 
d.cryl.end . Differ oevo sice holes indicated different zones. Inciden- 

k-y, uhe aluminum so Lie 20. i.fi, t ^Ken was only used for three months, 

a j.i it was decided thee tier, .’i.:--:' bent too easily, thus clogging up 
to:-' fare boxes- All these tofens are very scarce, but the aluminum 
f-> actually rare. On October 1, 1933, all of these old tokens were 
called in, and a straight iC,* fare was then in effect. Soma time 

Iruoro the W. M. & A. and Capita] transit worked out a fare agreement, 

ana G, T.*i<takjeij;a-.wer*@* lased* on both systems. At this time, there was 
a tv'o cexit charge for inter-lina transfer privile.ges, 

'1. June, 1947 when the fare was raised again to 10^, there was 
n fro- -niter-line transfer in use The Public CJtilities Commission 
oi tnc District of Columbia ordered a fare increase to go into effect 
on Icc^'ber 31, 194S and it vias at this time that the new. l6mm. 
unkeno wei-e placed into use. These tokens are sold at 3 for 35?5 and • 
are go cd for one 13^ fare. 

.fa 1943, the fibre vectures were used. The 130 gray was good 
fur d C, and one Maryland zone, while the 200 maroon was good for 
D- G.. ana two Maryland zones, . ccording to best information available. 
Loth of these are very scarce, but the 200 is the more common of the 
vX-^o. Those were used only a few months. 

'"'1. M, .X A, is modernizing its busses in order to give passengers 
’ i-e best possible service. In fifty busses, they are installing F.M. 
radios. The service is furnished by station I/'/BUZ -FM, which is con- 
froled by 11 M. & A. 

The bright orange busses of ¥. M. & A. operate limited express 
wi rvice to the suberbs. Passengers cannot alight from busses out- 
l'..’ar:.i r.ni. i.' after Minnesota Avenue, while no pick-ups are made in- 
>'c:iad uft-or that point. 


ED.. jfjTE: This is No, 3 in a scris of stories about companies and 
tokens, Seris to continue next month. 


'”Lvre seem to be some token speculators on the west coast who 
have ;x large number of the tokens from Marshfield (now known as 
Coos Eoy)^.^,pregon. . I. am.uaO't certain who this person is, but he "is 
w.i ll-’* nr' to sell Ore. 4S0-A Sc B at 500 and $2 each respectively, 
iifter consulting Mr. Atx^ood about these, he tells me that "A” is 
worth oJi, but "B" is stil.I a 100 tokens. At the recent sale of 
the Moore colluction, "A" solo at 500, while '*B" at 150» Collectors 
cho-.i-.d. use their own judgement in purchasing these items. Mew prices 
for the Atwood List on these items are contained in this issue. 
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NEWS AND NOTES OF INTEREST , ; , . 

If our plans follow thro\i<^h as we hope they will, a new depart- 
ment will soon start in The Fare Box, We hope to publish a list of 
companies which do not , cooperate with collectors, 'Those which keep 
money for long periods of tine, forever Will be listed. Your 
editors have quite a list now, but before we attempt to publish those 
companies .known to us, we would like to add the naraes of companies 
which have not cooperated with you. Your infcr.matibn will be added 
to that already on hand. Please write D. M, Peebles, 'Jr. c/o Fare Box 

Now in preparation for use in a coming issue "of The Fare Box — 
'VGo.lorado Tokens", by Edgar Levy of Colorado Springs, ' 


Use of reduced rate tokens Carted again in Memphis, Tennessee 
on February 23rd. On that d.ate , the new 10^' fare, tokens three for a 
quarter went into effect, then, a straight seveh cent fare 

prevailed.' The kind of tokens in use is not kn0;>rn at this time. 


Evidently, the demand ier the various "nei»7 find" tokens of Seattle 
has dropped .sharply. When first released, their value xvas set at two 
dollars each, even tho; gh ttono wore dozens of them. Two varieties of 
these were offered ai the recent h-ushington convention at a more reason 
ablerprice, one dollai" e:-ach. 

THREE DOT SHORTS .. 

A fare increase was recently approved in Elkhart, Indiana, which 
discontinued the use of tokens. Fare is still ten cents The new 
issue hy Capital Transit was necessitated by the fact that, the plating 
is rapidly v/earing off the tokens on hand. It is especially so of the 
steel tokens, some of 'which are so worn that only a faint trace of 
bronze or copper remains . . . San Diego recently stopped the use of 
tokens, as the fare was approved at ten cents straight ... Meanwhile, 
in Owensboro. Ky, , the new fare is t.^'.-o.Vve cents, and tokens are a.vain 
in use in tliot city. (Sold 4/45). The type token nov/ used in unknown. 

... Tom Williamson, the A. V. A. treasurer, who is a Syracuse bank 
toller, has recently obtained several of' t.ho 'Lake Osv/ogo tokens, v/ith 
nickel star. These wer'e "passed off" by per.cons v/ho thought they mield 
gyp the bank out of a penny In I'eality, tb.e token is quite scarce, 
and probab,''y v/orth from fif-. ■■ ; r u dollar B. A. Baake, our 

expert on fiGlticiore tokens, tel'i,.'' cs that the Blakefield Bus token 
, (Md, 60-KK) is extremely rare,. a.nc' ju, aging by want lists, Mr, Baake is 
correct. Upon e.xc.uining the '.(dcei.. it makes one think that it is very 
old. This'-token ic iorg obsole-'-n. -.•r.i Mr. .far'’".:' estimates it’s value 
.at one dollar In atlama’s "mcdernazat.:;c..u. ' u’ogram, G. P. Co. has 
ripped all but two street, car lines. . :s':...Lro os that these , ramain- 

ing two lines w.,''il be abac.aoned as soon as .t-rc liny hu'Sses- become avail- 
able ... Georgia Power' had r i: ' s fore incr, .ace- partially turned down. 
They had requested ten ccis ;, but tne •faro will 'lOy,- tokens 3/25. 

The old fare was A no>; iss.ic is lu . ,.rr' a y from President 

Truman's home town. Frank Greene £a''''s taat Indt^y ndence will soon 
place reduced rate tokens in circulation- 


freecro- 


DUE TO THE FACT THAT THE SUF.'LEIiENT TO THE NATIONAL CHECK & 
PREMUM LIST HAS NOT YET EEEI^ "EGEIVED FROM THE COMPILER, THAT 
DEPARTMENT WILL NOT APPEAR UNTIL APRIL, 


LIST OF BLANK TOKENS OF KNOWN LOCATIONS 

By Roland C= A-^.wcod 

I' » •■(Blarnk'on botL' ordesy 
Metal, size, 


No. 

City & ’center 


Company xvhich issued token 

1 

Seattle, V7ash. 

K 

16 

tr-sc 

Seattle Mun. Ry, 

2 

Seattle, Wash. 

Wm 

i6 

ct-sc 

Seattle Mun. Ry 


Wilnir.gton, Del. 

V/rn 

16 

W 

Wilmington & Phi la. Ry. 

4' 

Bakersfield, Cali 

Wm 

16 

B 

Bakersfield & Kern 

5 

Newark, N. J. 

Bz 

t6 

Dd 

Pub, Service Coord. Transport 

6 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

V7m 

16 

Ball 

P. R. T. 

7 

Chicago , 111 . 

Wm 

l6 

B a j — L 

Chicago Surface Lines 

S 

Santa Monica, Cal. 

Bz 

20 

Tr--sc 

Santa Monica Muni Bus 

9 

Orlando, Florida 

V/m 

19 

Ball 

Orlando Transit Com.pany 

10 

Port Arthur i Tex. 

B 

23 

Sd 

Pert /xrthur City Lines 

11 

Athol, Mass. 

Bz 

23 

r 

H 

Athol & Orange T. A, 

12 

Atlanta, Ga. 

V7m 

16 

A 

Georgia Power Co. 

13 

Little Rock, Ark. 

Bz 

23 

Bar 

Capital Transportation Co. 

14 

Dallas, Texas 

B 

16 

S 

Dallas Ry. (School Fare) 

15 

Bisbee, Ariz, 

Wm 

2_l 

Ball 

Warren-Bisbee Bus Line 

16 

Salem, Ore. 

Wm 

16 

Sd 

Oregon Jiotor Stages 

17 

New Bedford, Hass. 

A 

i-i. 

23 

St-sc 

Union St. Railway Co. 

IS 

Cleveland, Ohio 

A 

20 

Gh 

Municipal Trac. (1908) 

19 

Joliet, 111. 

V7m 

23 

J-sc 

Joliet City Lines 

20 

Seattle, Wash. 

V7m 

21 

Srn-sc 

Seattle Transit 

21 

V/ i Imingt on , Cal. 

B 

21 

Sh-sc 

Wilmington Bus Co. 

22 

Culver City, Cal. 

A 

21 

Sq-sc 

Culver City Mun. Bus 

23 

Culver City, Cal. 

Wm 

21 

Sq-sc 

Culver City Mun. Bus 

24 

Pasadena, Cal. 

Wm 

21 

Ball 

Pasadena City Lines 

25 

Salisbury, N. C. 

Wni 

16 

S 

Southern Public Utilities Co. 

25 

C i n c i nna t i , Ohio 

A 

Oc 

Sd 

Clough Greek Turnpike 

27 

E. St. Louis, 111. 

Wm 

16 

E-sc 

E. St. Louis City Lines 

2B 

Los j-in.i 4 eles, Cal. 

Wm 

25 

CH 

U. S, Maratime Commission 

29 

McAlister, Okla. 

Wn 

16 

P 

Pittsburg County Ry. 

30 

Corvallis, Ore. 

B 

Oc 

Sd 

C . A, T . Co . 

31 

Seattle, Wash. 

Wn 

16 

Sm-so 

Seattle Transit. 


The above list contains 

1 a] 

.1 kjiOW 

n tela-r.s which viere not stamped— 

that 

iSj they are blank 

on 


i sides 

, Anyone having others should 


report chem either to Mr. Atwood, or to '^ho Fare Box. 


Both the 20 iiirn. white rnetal and zino t 'lf fare tokens of Bristol, 
Tennessee have been removed from circv.latj-or:, and are becoming scarce, 
especially the zinc one. n white rnota.l 23 rm, token has replaced the 
old tokens, and this one is only half fare toaon tow in use there. 


JACOteS CREEK, PA. BHiTSS 
A few of these available for trade, tnyona ini or 
John M. Coffee, Jr. P, 0. Box b3a Ko’a Haven 


E TOKENS . 

sted, please write: 
) 


Connecticut . 
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I.a.a'j.i r.g , Michigan ( D . J ohn?- ) 

B 25 Bar Inter City Cca'^h Line Mich. (Bus) 

Good ? 01 ' C/r 3 P are (Fue,; 

Ft. Cloud, Minnesota (F.. Barnett) 

wm 20 Bar St. Cloud Bus Lines (Bus) 

Good For On;' Fare (Bus) 


t'ar.’en, Pennsylvania (R. McK.ee) 

^ 16 Sd Warren City Lines 

Good For One Fare 


Warren 

Warren 


Newport, Rhode Island (K. Snyder) 

B 16 2Tr-sc The Short Line, Inc. Newport, F.,. I. 

Good For One Fare 


Galveston, Texas (A. VJebster) 

W.M 16 G Galveston TidiiSit Company 

Good For One Fare Full 


Sherman, Texas (F. Kiismons) 

V/m l6 Bar City Transit S^^stem Sherroan-Uennison (Pus) 

Good For One Fare (Pus-;, 


La Crosse, V/isconsin (F. Jsarnett) 

Wm l6 L La Crosse Transit Company 

Good For One Fare 

Note: The v/ords "La Crosse" on alcove token are script. 


Washington, D. C. (J. Coffee) 

... -Bz l6 W Canital Transit Ceranany 

One Fare In The Jist. Of Col. 4- 


Faitor's note: It has been the policy for The Fare Box to print 
new issues on a separate page, and allowing a full pare for* this 
department. However, unless more new issues are received in time 
for publication, new issues will be as opuce allows on other pages 


HEV DT :;CCVERY 

Psuersburg, Virginia (D. FL, T’erb^los Jr.,) 

E 23 Bar Petersburg Transit Gonpany (Bus) (silver-plated) 
One Fare Petersburg, Va . (Bus) . 

iJotfu As mentioned elsevvhere :’‘n this issue, tl^e above token 
is to be T.nowr as ta. o2C~N. The token previously 
listed as tliat n'amber (white metal) was found to be the 
same token as that listed by Mr. Peebles above. Atwood, 
jnd others interested, please take not.ce of this. 

VARIETIEG REPORTED 

Los Angeles, California (R. At^-iTood) 

G 20 PE - ^ ^ P.,4clfic Electri.G Railway Co. 

One Fare Zone 1-2 

Var< 1 - coated Var. 2 - un coated 

Portsmouth, Ohio (C. .Cook) 

Wm 23 Ear (as reported in February issue) 

Var I 1 - small diamonds on reverse Var. 2 - large diamonds 
Lo.gan, Utah (C. Cook) 

h-m 16 L Var. 1 - Inner' -angle of L is 90® formed by two 

straight lines. 

Var, 2 - Inner lines of L are curved. 

Newport, Vermont (C. Houser) 

Wm 23 Bar Var. 1 - letters are wide and large 

Var, 2 - letters are narrow and small 


• MAVERICK 

■K 23 Sd Gold Seal Cabs Limited B 2401 Hamilton 
■ Lucky Token Good For In Taxi Fai^e 


IMPORTANT : Late last year, there was a token listed as 

being issued by the Altoona & Logan Valley Elec. Ry. Co. 
of Altoona, Pa. (Wm I 6 Ball), Information recently re- 
ceived, sta,tes that the token was never issued by the A& . 

LV, but was used instead by Citizen’s Rapid Transit Co., 
Newport Nev/s, Va. This mix-up occured when the CRT needed 
a supply of tokens immediatel}'-, and since the manufactuer 
could not fill the order when the tokens were fii'st needed, 
a bag of the A&LV tokens was sent CRT. These A&LV tokens 

had already been prepared by the manufactuer, bu^ were never 
sent to the Altoona company. Mr. Atwood’s decision on where 
this Vi^ill be listed 'wj.ll appear in next mont’-'s issue. 
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vn 


Publication address 
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TWIN CITIEE SCENE C? VIvCTNRlSTS^ GATHERING 

grcuD of ■or;!.rsportation token col- 
i0:30 pra. Six adults 


Mr. 

Tex Barnett oir 

>T, 

.host to a g 

Icct 

oro Gund'y, Mai 

* A 

0, 19 A9; 

and 

three ohilchw-n 


a pre.sent, a: 

Barnett., All urese 

V ** 

an joy ad tuom 

”tra 

dod tolcor-s, 

k -jd 

tokens, and 

hope 

s tu have a 

1 ] .1 

” "I' H =l'i -9.! “ ‘ 

..0 ^ X * . .J 

in R 

■-i vn -w- e - •> •- T '! V 

. L w yj U . -c ... X. t. •/ .i . 

1 

lick ill t,h w u( 


the not too distant 


pm uTiPi. 


yyd tuon;oel’/es thoroughly. The participants 
looked at tokens.”- Mr. Snyder 
: I h?l& home soon. We wish the boys 
i th;; ■.rorld, and hope to see a club there 
Ature, 


naders no! 
the Eebru. 


T* • 


Undoubtedly laarn,'- 
the appearance of 
was duo to the 
equipment had ocu 
in receiving the 
h ovre 'T o r . m a i ly w e 
they had been mat 
appeax’ance will 1 
readers will bear vdoh us, 
suggest! onSj and most inpcr't 


.ea 


a distinct chang 
issue to that of 
nnod iction cf nuseum cquinnent 
it use. This also accounts 
rch ari . pril issaes, la th 
. ireid up as J.ong as tv/o v/ 

Led ?4m-ch 0„ We hope that, wi 
u.iT'rove Vvitii each issue. In tb 
rd continue to send 
ant, NEWS ITEJ4S, to 


e to the worse from 
the March issue. This 
where modern automatic 
in part for the delay 
0 case of the former, 
'Ot:;ks in the mails after 
th experience, the 
e meantime, we hope our 
criticism, comments, 
the Fare Box address. 


DEPARTMENTS IN PREPAR f.'] ON 
transit companies (2) R ) 
ment entirely up tc dote, 
of a prominent collector., 
Coviiigton M Oxfoi'd Stucet 


FOR FE.I ISSUE: (1) List of uncooperative 
cacr of LV.\ momberSt. (3) Atwood »s supple- 
with no repetitious matter. (4) Biography 
(5) At least ten pages I (6) Notes on the 
AaaJ.way Company and its tokens, Nany more 




WATC d F OR 
Due to ” 


NE'. 


distinct: 

circumstances be vend 


V tirn-T'L* * "Ty 

our ’ CO n tr o 1 , 


'youFTTre 


TIFtTHT 


corrections 


in prices fo:^ cno National Check p, 
indefinite! ya This is unfortunate 
therein ara obviously : nadefuato .. 
be able to resume the listing. 


Premium List shall be suspended 
as many of the prices contained 
P-n'haps rit a later date we shall 


TTlst.com 




The South Penna. Bus Co, tokens ; ■ etod amon.^ this month's now issues 
were iosued Sunday; rah 20, jpi-''. The So Pennsylvania Bus Co, 
is a -Dart o.f the- Delaware Coach Coc sv3te!'a and. the tokens were issued 
for an increase in fare on that xw t of titelr lines. For the benefit 
•of saoocr ibers wao wish to add thj.r token to their collections, we 
wish to advise txi. t tii )'/ on :)r.ld Ik.-? v'rite to the company to obtain 
them, Lr. Ralph V/inont , oC ‘ CO J. Submit Avenue, Elmhurst, Wilmington 
131, Delaware, will f'.i;. rir'i '’c. j.Ie-'-tcra vnith. as many of these tokens 


as they v;ish at IU9' 


porta^G. 




•craouit, Virginia, toll bx’T dye token,, ’te quote from 


Our old friend in ( 
found his Fredericks 
his letter: ''It was a 
in Kansas City, Ilo. .h 
somewhere which ha-a be' 
Corps, He sent it to :: 
except thc'it it was un.L..sted 


u" Lev 


sen: 


the story of how he 


ie inti air 
v/roto th: 
. send 


sales ta 
ne dad ; 


■OKons wir.h a collector 
;id teke ; lying around 
ctnr r j o-hen in the Marin: 
.........Lag of it in particular, 

After report i’ag it to Ar/wood, I wrote 


to him b 


and I thought 


■ 4 X ■ J 
r ' 


to the City Clerk of Fredericksburg, and askod. about it and sent him 
money to purchase others. Imagine my surprise when no replied that 
after- diligent search of the recor-ds and inquiry of citizens, he was 
unable to find out anything about it. That started me off, and I fin- 
ally managed to get some information from the curator of the Masonic 
Muse^ there. But, he said it was a short-lived issue and nobody 
thought enough of them to want to save any and they disappeared, I 
have the letter fil.ed awa3'' some nlace, but too lazy to look it up. ” 
(Ed. note: We hope Mr, Levy will excuse our quoting that last sent- 
ence 1. We wish we had the space to quote mdre of his letters, as every 
word of them makes good reading.) 


We are interested in obtaining other collectors’ stories of how they 
obtained their .most valued tokens. Back in 1946, one of your Editors 
remembers arguing with a Washington coin dealer over paying the exorb- 
itant price of 159^ for N.M, /.|0 A I It was fjnall}'- purchased for 12^, 
after the purchaser a3-inost walked out without buying the famous "First 
Street Line” token. 

The Lehigh Valley Transit Company of Bethlehem, Pa,, has announced thai 
it will abandon all its trolley lines in Bethlehem, on a "gradual” 
basis-. Thus another city obtains the quescAorob,'’ o ''dv lut'-.g-j of hox’-ing 
no electric streetcars the Chicago Railrora Fa:.i‘, r uining froa Juno 
25 to October 2, vrill feature a Municipal Railway caole car. complete 
vrith turntable, 600 feet of track, and a gripman, the ti-ack will be 
installed along the shore of Lake Blichigan, and visitors will be given 
free rides, ..A shipment of 10,000,000 fare tokens has been delivered 
to the Chicago Transit Authority: ^■;hat look like is st-'ll a mys- 

tery; they cost |93,200, and weigh a total of 39,600 pounds U . .The 
Pueblo Transit Comp.any has purchased Pueblo’s ptiblio tran?p''r ta ::ion 
system from the Bouthorn Colorado Power Co,, for .|)443 •. 000.. Trc system 
changed ovmership March 10.. - .-The Fifth Avenue Coach Cor)pa.ay in Wow 
York is petitioning for a f.rire or two tokens for 25^, ihe pi'esent 

rate is 11'^ . „ ; J.amaica Biiasos, I-::;,., -if Jamaica, M.Y., has been nleadinp 
with the City of New York to pui-ob.ata tb-?:lr company for t>313j406. . 
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COLORADO TOKEN'S f:y Edgar Levy 

Probably the most frequently nertioned tokens' appearing on want 
lists are Colorado 280 and 82C..A'. While they are not, in the s-trict 
est sense of . the term., fare tckea.s, they are, by reason of their met- 
allic content and the fact oaivi. c: oy did procure passage, included in 
the National Oieck & Prerui am L: sc . .H.owev6r, in the writer's opinion, 
they rightly belong in a co L.lecti.en of Rs tlroadiana,- That they are 
very scarce and d.J.i f icnif to we muse all agree. Most of those 

still” in existence 'ro hold i.r ? '-. r ^ ' -no , -A scattered feW 

are in private collections . Wnilc the pubixciscrs of the Check List 
furnish us with dovscrijjtions of. tne silver there were also gold 

ones and a few in tiuckskin, were ai,s j some issued in the shape 

of v;atch fobs and brooches. Yet they all sorved for one purpose and 
that was complimentary passes to snablo the recipients to ride on the 
trains of. the Denver Rio GrenGe Durtharn R,R, and the Silverton R.R, 

The story of the man who had mada and issued these beautiful passes to 
friends and associates reads like a 'Horatio . Alger hook, but due to the 
limitations of this publicatioir, the telling .'of _it will just hit the 
high spots, Otto -Mears , . Whose picture hangs in the State Capitol 
Building in. Denver, is r i ghtf n.lly called the 'f^athf inder ..of the San 
Juan Valley.” He was, born in Russia and , emigrated to the U.S. with 
his parents when a boy of 15 , The family settled in San Francisco anc 
at the start of the Civil V>Jar he enlisted in the 1st Calif ornis Regi- 
ment. He served his adopted country for 3 years. The latter nart of 
his army service he served under the' comihand of Kit Carson during the 
campaign against the Navajo Indians, After his discharge, Hears took 
up residence in Santa Fe, N.M*, as a clerk. Hearing tales of the Gold 
strikes in Colorado, he began to make plans to go there. In the year 
1865 , he had established himself in the flour and sawmill business and 
it- was while Seeking new markets for the products of his mills, that 
he built a series of toll roads; One road, froiri: Saguache to what is 
now called Salida, proved to be very profitable and others were soon 
started. Then began his interest in railroads and before long -he had 
built the Silverton R.R, The next step was the, Denver Rio Grande R.R, 
Upon the completion of the .latter road, he began to issue the faiious 
tokens that bear his name and that of the railroads he built* He first 
issued the Silverton R.R. pass in 1889, In appearence it looks like 
a copy of the large sized business cards used "during that period. It 
measures approximate!;;^ 2| by 4 inches. In 1892 he issued the Rio Grand* 
Southern passes and they are the most beautiful items connected with 
any railroad or transportation company. Rumor or legend has it -that 
the silver was mined in Durango and sent to a famous Silversmith of 
the time in Santa Fe, for fashioning. The Silverton pass bears the 
imprint of "Diamond Palace,” evidently silversmiths -of Denver, The 
Rib Grande pass bears the imprint "S, Spitz Santa Fe," The latter is 
entirely of Mexican Filagree work except for a small rectangular cen- 
ter upon which is die stamped the § and "Otto Mears, Prest," The 
recipient's name was then engraved on it. The gold pass is about the 
same as the -silver one bub -has more beautiful border around it. 

There were about six* issued in gold. After considerable research it 
has been estimated that there were about 250 of the silver passes 
issued* The gold and silver passes were issued in a- small case of Mor- 
occo. leather with an' accompanying card; "THIS PASS IS MADE OF COLORADO 
.SJLVER BY NATIVE V/ORKMEN.," That they were greatly prized -by their 
original owners is bdst testified to by the fact that just about a year 
ago one of them was offered the writer for $1,000,00, They are beaut- 
iful and. worth a place of honor in any vecturist's cabinet* 
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CHECK LIST OF SOLID l6ram TOKENS (unpunched errors never used) 


By Roland C, i^twood 


1 . 

2^ 

3-- 

■4, 

5, 

6, 

7. 

94 

10 . 

lU 

12 , 

134 

U. 

15. 

16 . 
17. 
IS. 

19. 

20 . 
21 , 
??. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26 . 


WM 

S 

V/Ivi 

ATM 

Vflvi 

WM 

WNI 

Z 

w^^ 

Wli 

B 

I'M 

Bz 

WM 

WM 

m . 

vM 

B 

VM 

Mvi 

WM 

B 


16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
I6;sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 
16 Sd 


Portland 
Good For 
Portland 
Good For 


Traction 
One Fare 
Traction 
One Fare 


Ca. PTCO 
(Portland, Ore.) 
Co. PTCO 
(Portland, Ore.) 


Public Utilities Co. Evansville, Ind, 

Good For One City Fare (Evansville, Ind.) 

Ohio Valley Electric Ry.. Co.. OV 

Good For One Fare OV (Huntington, W. ,Va. ) 

I. P. & L. Corp. Peoria, 111. 

Good For One Fare (Peoria, 111.) 

Omaha & Council Bluffs St. Ry. Co. 

Good For One City Fare (Omaha, Nebr, } 

Los Angeles Railway 

Good For One Fare (Los angcles. Cal.) 

San Diego Elec-, Ry, Co, 

Good For One Full Fare (San Diego, Cal.) 

Springfield Street Railway Co. 

Good For One Fr e (Springfield, Mass.), 

H & M One Fai-e 

( same ; as -obverse ) (New York, N,Y.) 

Pascagoula St, Ry* & Power Co, 

Good For One Zone Ride (Pascagoula, Miss,) 

Market St. Ry. Co, Samuel Kahn President 

Good For One Fare San Francisco (San Francisco. Cal.) 

Public Service Coordinated Transport K.. J. (CAR) 

Good For One Fare Thos. N. McCarter Pres. (BUS) (Newark NJ ) 

Chicago Surface Lines CSL 

Good For One Fare CSL (Chicago., 111.) 

United Ry. & Elec, Co. Baltimore 1 
Good For One Fare (Baltimore, Md, ) 

Canton City Lines, Inc. CCLI 

Good For One Fare CCLI (Canton, Ohio) 

Detroit & Canada Tunnel Co, 

Good For One Fare (Detroit, Mich,) 

Durango Railway & Realty Co, 

Good For One Fare (Durango, Colo.) 

Indiana Service Corporation 

Good For One City Fare (Fort Wayne, Ind.) 

K , G. Rys. i Fare 

(same as obverse) (Kansas City,. Mo.) 

K. C, Rysv, Co, Full Fare 

J, Harder Treasurer (Kansas City, Mo,) 

Kans-'li City Public Service Go / KC 

J. w. Harder Treas. Full Fare KC (Kansas' City , Mo, ) 

The Lima City Street Railway Co, 

•Good For One Fare (Lima, Ohio) 

Minneapolis S' . Ry, Co, M 
Good For One Fare M E. 0. 


C R & L Lines C R L 
Good For One Fare G 
Ccpital Transit Co. 
One Fare In The Dist, 


Co 
R L 


Crosby (Minneapolis,. Minn. ) 
Co (New Britain, Conn*) 


of Col, 3 (Washington, D.C.) 


Wanted*, all varieties of errors, freaks, patterns, manufacturer’s sm- 

PLES, ETC, - J. M. Coffee, Jr, - P,0, Box 334 - New Haven, Connecticut 
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(BUS) 


Mobile, Alabama (R^ Koller) 

WM 23 Bar i-’icbile City Lines, Irc« 

Good For One Fare (E113) 

Pueblo, Colorado (L, lio/r] 

B 23 Bar Pue^^blo Tianolt Coriprr.y (EUS, 

Good For Cne half Faiaj (LLF’) 

B 16 Bcir Pueblo Tra.nsir, Co.-.n>a.n'.r {EU3; 

Good For One Fare (EUS! 

Savahnan, Georgia (C, Cook} 

B 16 S C'ru.nnah Ti'inaat 

'l;)Ou. Fjr One Lone Fare 
x.uF’or'a, Illinois fj,, c,>o'ci; 

WM 2.; Bar Aurora Cot/ Lries, licj, (BUS) ' ■ . • 

Good f yr CreoFu-p iBba) ^ ... 1 , * ; 

Joliet, Illinois (Jo Oof fee ^ 

S 23 3d JvCliet City tiro. 3^ Tr.Co M 

Good For Cne 12% 'lent Fere M (bronze plated) 

LaiMrence, Kansas (G., Cook; 

Bz 16 3d Tne Rapid Traiu it v;oo Good For One ' Pare KU (JATHIAW) 

Kansas Univorsity 8>t'n Year Le.wrenoe, Kansas KU (JAYHAV/K) 
Springfield, Iiassac}i'isctts ('vf Black) 

WM 16 Ball Springfield Street F.a.ilwaj'' Co, SoR 
Good Fo::' One Zone Fare C3R 
International Falls, Minneaota (K, Snyder) 

Bz 16 Bar Falls Transi't Cob (EUS) 

Good For One Fare (BUS) 

St, Paul, Minnesota {K^ Snyder) 

B 22 Sd Central Lutheran School Bus 

Gooq For 1 Ride (2 varieties: ' large & small letters) 
Springfield, Missouri (C, Cook) 

WM 23 Bar Cia’r Uti l' res cf ipringfield, Mo. (BUS) 

Good For Cne Fare (BUS) 

Billings, Montana (R, Koller) • ■ 

WFi 16 B Midland Empire Billings 
Good For Oria Fare 
Springfield, Ohio (K. Snyder) 

Bz 16 S Springfield 'City Lines, Inc. Ohio ' 

Good For One Fare 
Chester, Pennsylvania (D. Johns) 

Bz 16 C South, Ponna. Bus Co, 

Good For One Fare 
Newport, R.I, (R, Koiier) 

S i6 2tr-scThe Short Line, Inc, Newport R,I, 

, , Good For One Fare (copper plated) 

B ._l6__2tr-seThe Short Line. Inc^ Eevjpoi't R.I, 

Good- For One f'are {copper p'lated) 

Knoxville, Tennessee ■ (Et Koller) 

B 19 K Knoxville Transit Lines 1944 
Good For One Fare 
Memphis, Tennessoe ,F* Greene) 

Bz 16 M Memphis Street Railway Go. ' 

Go^d For One Fa re 

Maverick no. 43- located snider* ^ ~ 

North Field, Minnesota 
B 20 Sd St. Olaf Pus D. TilJe 
One Fare 10 Cents 

(Mr, Snyder reports that this token has been obsolete sirtce the com- 
pany went out of business fourteen years ago . ) 


:-:- c l 0 7 . T i l oad f r om :- wwx'v .v 





NF'i di/>covs;ries 


Vicksburg, Mississippi (R. Ko2-ler) 

WM 23 V Mississippi Power & Light Co, 

Good For Child's Fore 

Allentown, Pennsylvania- (R^ Frioboe) 

Vi 22 Sd Allentown Tj.’octi.win Corapary 
One Pare 

Johnstown, Pennsylvaaia (J. Co.rfoe) 

B 21 Ch Johns'cown Traction Conpany One -f'e 
{same as obverse) 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (J, Coffee) 

Ci 23 Ch Central Pass Railway 
Wylie and Centre .xve. 

ViiRIETIES REPORTED 


Louisville, Kentucky (J, Coffee) 

KY 510 AH: (1) small letters, no milling, (2) large letters, milling 
(3) same as §2 but small dots in design on reverse instead 
of large. 

KY 510 AM; (1) obverse decoration 5^mm.- in length. (2) obverse dec- 
oration 7mm; small letters. (3) sane as y2 , large letters 

Dayton, Ohio (C. Cook) 

0 230 K; (1) small letters; 2 dots on reverse, (2) large letters, 
no dots on reverse. 


Jamestovm, N.D, (K. Snyder) 

ND 440 A: (1) thick. (2) medium. (3) thin. 


Ashland, Wisconsin (R. Frisbee) 

WIS 40 E: (1) "P” in regular position. (2) ”P” raised in relation to 
rest of word "Company.” 


Washington, D.C, {J. Coffee) 

DC 500 I: (1) Dot between "motor" and "line”. (2) No dot, 

DC 500 K: (1) large letters; square type . (2) small letters; 
round type 


In all cases of new varieties being"'rep'6-rted) " tlie Editors r,iuso se e 
either the tokens themselves or rubbings, in order to have such var- 

ieties reported and listed i n The Faro_Bppc, 

NOTES ON SAFEIVAY CAB CO. TOKeFiS oF'« CHITA, KANSAS (KANS 970 B):' 


This firm existed during the depression years in the 1930’ s and was 
a sort of association of individual cab owners. It has been out of 
business for several years and the assets were not taken over by any 
company now in business. The best information a.vailable indicates the 

tokens were used between 1930 and 1936, 

tAUyfifa; oNS dSpY OP SfePtEf^BER, 1947. FARE BOX, ^ - jf, M. ^FFfee, Jr 

’ ^ PiiifDF^.CTUER’S SiJiPLBS ' 


Wanted—any manufactuer ’ s samples I need. Fair price paid for these 
otherwise worthless it eras. Need almost all that* have ever been made. 

I have available for trade a very few sets of the rare W. M. & A. 
fibre items — 15^ grey, and 20d maroon. Prices, 50^ and 75i respective- 
ly, trade only. Write soon to insure getting your set. Several other 
nice tokens on hand. D. M. Peebles, Jr. P. 0. Box 1227 Wash. 13, DC, 
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MECHANICAL DIFFICULTIES DELAY FARE: BOX, 

The break-down “of a mojor raechanical part of our equipmant nut 
production at a standstill or some -time and finally by abandonment 
of same, .the P:ay Fare Box reaches you printed in a much easier reading 
form. Improper inking caused out delay. 


NaV F...RE BOX HEADING COPiPLETE- 

Many thanks to ijc. K, W. Snyder of. Minneapolis for the photo' 
sent us showing an old horse car in operation in Eau Claire, '/iscon- 
sin. We have had this photo retouched, and an engraving has been 
made of same.' As soon as possible, the Fare Box will appeal will 
this striking new- masthead. . ' 


CAPITAL TRANSIT ABANDONS LARGEST SINGLE TROLLEY LINE. 

. On April 24,- 1949, Capital Transit Company, of Washington, D. C. 
substituted busses for street cars on the Route 10-12 line, v/hich 
had the distinction of running from Virginia, through the D. C., and 
into Maryland. One hundred and twent}’’ three busses will take th? 
place of the street cars. 


NOTICE 


The June issue;, six p;i 
copy will reach you i/it i - ' 

other things, hes c;.uso<3 .i 
patience s)iO’-,;n by wost colls 
not h< ai,i in. 


;.es or r'loro, is no; r completion. This 
'/eek. A mechanical hreakdown, among 
u publication ielay. ’e ao’^reciate the 
ctors.' ,’’c assure you that tliis Vjill 

'‘..'he ii.iitors. 


— • -e-6 Ri-'e — O" 
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1 Roland C . Atwood 

2 R. L. iioore 

3 Max M, Schwartz 
V Felt'pn V7. Smith 

5 Robert B. iicKee 

6 V/illiam L. Black 

7 Corinne Black 

S iuarvin L. Landsman 

9 lone E. Kibhe 

10 Floyd h. Hammond 

11 Elmore F. Lumis 

12 Thomas F. 'Jilliamson 
T3 9. in; Peebles., J r . 

. - J • i'i» . Oof i.ee j' ui’ • 

15 Edgar Lev.y 

16 Walter U. Underwood 

17 Michael Sure’h 
IS Paul Super*'; . 

19 Ralph W. v/ihant 

20 R. K. Frisbee 

21 Chas, I'M Hamilton 

22 Ralph T . h-ollep '■ 

23 albert T. Gartmell 

24 William' C. Gallagher 

25 Albert P. Webste^r , 

26 Charles W. Houser; 

27 Kenneth 11. Smith 
2 S Felix I'M. Church 

29 Paul Fonts 

30 August J. Hilson 

31 bl. S. Lydecker 

32 Howard W- Reeve 

33 John J. McGowan 

34 Paul Targonsky 

35 Frank C. Greene 


ROSTER 

A. V. A. ]®iEERS 

May 1, 1949 

P. 0. Box 621 
S24 14th Street 
134 W. 5f^th Street 
12S Redfield Place 
P. 0. Box 5^7 
1409 Evans Street 
1409 Evans Street 
1475 Grand Concourse, 
H. Bldg. 
497 Fern Street 
11 Prospect ttreet 
437 Shelton Strfeet 
3.12 Lexin:""ton Avenue 
P. 0; B6x^'l227- ’ 


P. 0. Box 334 . 

1413 Mesa Avenue 
2517 0 Street ' 

South Pine Street, 

...a5 South Fine Street 
500 'fest Summit Avenue 
237 South Kalamath St. 

351 South Froadwav-. 

1135 Bed 'dr d Ave.'S. 

2647 East Fth Street 
U . S i S . Gene'J^a 1 "W; A . Fianri , A . P . _1 12 , 
c / o !•’ . 1 ' . 0 . , - San' Francisco 


T T 
VV , 


Hollywood, Cal. 

San Francisco, Cal. 
New York 19, H. Y. 
S'''-racuse 10, IJ. Y. 
Buffalo 5, N. Y. 
licKeesport, Pa. 
ricKeesport , Pa . 

Bronx 52, N. Y. 

'■'"est Hartford', Conn, 
'M Springfield, Piass 
Bridgeport F, Conn. 

. ilyra cus.e 10 , • .H . Y . 

^ Washington , i3 D*. C . 
Hew Haven, Conn. 
Colorado Spcrs., Colo 
' Sacramento* 16, Cal. 
Hazleton, Pa. 

Haze It on, Pa. 
Wilmington 131, Del. 
Denver 9 , Colo . 
Denver 1.1, Colo. 
Canton 6, Ohio 
Kansas City.l, Mo. 


2F25 Worthington St. 
734 St. John Street 
P. 0. Box ffS 
700 Sev/ard Avenue -f 
609 People^. Bank E'ldgi 
326 'Jest 7''”th , Street 
5600 Everhurst Road 
200 Evergreen Avenue 
37 Elm Street 
46 Horwood Street 
QOO E. Qth Street 


Houston 10, Texas 
Allentovhi, Pa. 

Big Springs. Texas 
Detroit , Iiich . 
Seattle, Wash. 
Seattle 7-, Wash! 
Faltimore 9, I^d. 
^loodlynne , ■ N . J . 
Ansonia , , Conn. 
Meriden, Conn. 
Kansas Citv 6, Ho. 


LIST TO BE CONCLUDED IN . NEXT ISSUE . H 


Fir. Eroy L. Kimraons, of Austin Texas, recently joined the select 
oup of collectors who have 3000 or more tokens in their collections. 
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INTERURBi^N WRECK 


Until 1933, the town of Rockville, Md. was linked with the 
Washington, D. C. area by the interurban cars of the old Washington 
Railway and Electric Company, The line extended from M Street in old 
Georgetown, via Wisconsin Avenue about four miles to the District Line, 
and thence via private right- of-v\ray through Edgemoor, Eethesda, Alta 
Vista, and Woodmont to Rockville, There were tvro reasons for the 
stopage of rail service on this line. First, there v/as a plan pending 
whereby W. R. &, E, and Capital Traction would combine, giving tbe'new 
company a new sunply of motor busses. But more important was the fact 
that the right-of-way was practically ruined by a terrific trolley 
wreck, that I shall try to describe. 

Like most interurban lines, the main portion of track was sinftla,- 
with a double track meeting point every mile or so. There was a hand 
operated signal-light, which motorman would turn on and off upon enter- 
ing and leaving the single track. On one particular niaht in the 
winter of *33, there was a driving snovr storm, and as could be expected 
the trolley cars were quite a bit late, h motorman had pulled into 
the double track meeting place north of Eethesda, and, according to 
operating rules, was not to enter the single track on a red light, 
after waiting an hour and a half for a car to clear the single track, 

this operator decided that light was left on by the car ahead, 

and proceeded into the single track, even though snow was falling so 
hard it was unable to see over tl'irty feet ahead. Things were fine, 
at least for several minutes. Then this notorman suddenly/ saw a car 
coming full speed down the- track. He quickly/- opened the door, and 
leaped out into the snow, r.s you can imagine, there was a violent 
head-on crash, and the two wooden-frame cars were vertially a mass of 
splinters as a result. The amazing thing was that the driver of the 
other car lived through this wreck. He stayed at the controls, in a 
vain effort to stop his car. He lost both legs, and was in the hos- 
pital for over two years. The driver who ran the red light, aid then 
jumped off his car was never again heard of. 

Service was suspended on the iilta Vista-Rockville segment rt this 
time, and soon thereafter, busses started operation to Rockville. 
Capital Transit operates busses in this area now, but the Rockville- 
Washington run is handled by Ixontyonery Bus Lines, Inc., which C.T. 
actually owns. 

(As told to D. I'-i. Peebles, Jr. by 
a Capital Transit motorman. v;ho' 
worked at that time on tlus run.) 
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NOTES ON LANCASTER, OHIO, CELLULOID TOKEHS ; The red tokens were used 
rrooi IS 96 to 193 7 j tliey sold for 53 for ,1 until 1924, when the rate 
was increased to 25 for |j 1. Tne- yt’j-iovr tokens sold 6 for 25^ •’ The 
brown tokens were used by employees 'only and not available to the pub- 
lic . ■ ■ _ ■ 

NOTES ON JACOBS CREEK, PA.,; TOKENS (pA 460 A, 3}: The foot bridge re- 

feri'cd t‘) on the- tolrt-' ^ ; ■; £ hi'-' f eot Idru; ( su,.. pension) , . It was built 
in 1926 and destroj’’Gd bv p Tlc/od in l-94'O.:, Fiyc hundred of each size 
of fckan vrero origiiirl..'" cr^orrd ■‘roru tap rranvl occur er. 



KICK 660 A and B becamo cbsoLete in 1927; K,L,Ii, N became obsolete in 
August p I 94 S,. .The Rio (ri-ai.de Gat?,.'- y Bridge Company tokens of ^Browns- 
ville., Texas, are now obsolete . T .Tno .Swnmers Pus Lines of Birmingham,., 
Ala,, were bought out by Cresceilt 'fnansit, Inc. An official of the' .. 
latter companj)' insists that the S immers- Line never used fare tokens**, 
The Shore Line Electric .Railway :Qf Norwich, Conn., went out of . oper- 
ation about 19 , 25 , h*c nee their tokens .xmust be over 24 years old*. * the 
Oshkoshj Wise., City Lines, "have discontinued the practice of . sending 
out tokens” , , .for the most, •listnaV rive stationery iire’ve seen, we con- 
gratulate Whitfield of Aibuqutrque , for the most diversified, the 
orchids go to fir* Atwood of Holli'wood, . kThe bronze Orange Street token 
listed among the. new issues ■’n February, has been in use for quite a 
while, and might more appropriately be called ”red brass” ,, .Illinois 
10 A: and C were* destroyed in quantity by ri ; Ciuxzens Coach Company; 
few escaped. , .Tokens of the Washington Rapxld Transit Co. of Washington,- 
were melted into scrap during the war, by. the tens of thousands; thus .■ 
they arenlt, -any too plentiful now, , »?LA 360 M,N,0, have been obsolete 
for quite, 'a. while. . .The token listed as KY 10 A is not from Ashland; 
it is from Paducah, reports Frank Greene of Kansas City; the ”A” in 
the center stgnds for "adult” and not for "Ashland”,,, all tokens still 
on hand during the war .in Shreveport, La,, were melted dovm into scrap, 
by the company, ,.KY6S0B,C;D, were lost in quantity during the flood 
of 1937 .when the company office was swamped. ,, all school tokens of 
Manchester, N.H., except'the bronze one, have been destroyed by the 
company; hence the bronze one is the only current school token there 
...Florida Associates, Inc., have been taken over by Cities Transit. *. 
Ten thousand of the bronze Hanover & MeSherryston (Fbnnsylvnnia) token 
were ordered from the manufacturer in 1932 when the company commenced 
operation. These were used till the War, when 1,000 of the steel were 
ordered.- Since the war the bras-s- tokens have been in use almost ex- 
clusively, and only an occasional bronze or steel token is seen there 
.i.the S 16 A A & Y Transit tokens listed as York, Pa., and obsolete, 
are currently in use in Hanover, Pa. 


NOTES ON CENTRAL LUTHERAN SCHOOL BUS TOKENS REPORTED IN THIS ISSUE: 
These tokens were first used in September, 1947, when the school op- 
erated only one bus. The school lias an enrollment of 294 pupils. 

There were two orders for tokens from the manufacturer: 1,000 the 
first order (1-irge size letters); and 500 the second order (small let- 
ters). V/E WISH TO CAUTION COLLECTORS NOT TO V7RITE THE SCHOOL FOR THESi 
TOKENS, AS THEY HAVE INFORMED US THAT THEY '-JOT CARE TO SELL A?IY OF 
THEM TO COLLECTORS. ALL ON HAND ARE NEEDED BY THE SCHOOL. 
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A.V.A. HOLDS SUCCESSFUL MEETING IN SYRACUSE JUNE 4-5 


The second quarterly convention of the American Vecturist Assn, 
was held in Syracuse, N,Y, The meeting was attended by seven members, 
including all officers of the association. Many matters of great im- 
portance to the association were discussed, and some action was taken* 
.thereon. It was agreed to hold the next meeting, in accordance with 
requests of many members, in Detroit, Michigan, August 6 and 7. The 
members will convene about Noon, and the meeting will get ■under way at 
3:00 p;m. Further details as to the exact place of meeting, etc., 
will be given in the July Fare Box, . ‘ A 

In accordance with article IV, Section 3* of the Constitution of 
the A.V.A,, President Max M, Schwartz has announce^ the appointment of 
the Nominations Committee, ■ This committee will consist of Felix M, 
Church, of Detroit, as Chairman; Corinne Black, of McKeesport; Basil 
Brandon, of San Francisco; C, Jefferson of Seattle; and Quincy Laflin 
of St, Paul. This committee will render. its report of dominations to 
the August meeting; thereafter nominations may be . m,ade from the floor. 
Final voting for the nominees will take place at the last, meeting of 
the yean. Collectors desiring further information should contact one 
of the officers of the A.V.A, 


AN OPEN LETTER TO OUR SUBSGRIBpS ' * , 

Undoubtedly you have been disturbed by the tardiness, pf fhe ApriJ..^ 
and May issues. Undoubtedly you have -been disappointed in the "quali.ty ' 
of these two issues, too, I shall not dwell on the r.easons for the 
belated arrival of the iipril and May issues. Suffice it to say that 
- such a delay will never happen again, and henceforth every issue <*^ill •. 
be mailed before the tenth of its respective month, by first class 
mail, with commemorative stamps ,w;hen they are available,. We have had 
mechanical difficulties, beyond description, as is evidenced by the poor 
quality of the workmanship in the March, April, and part of the May, 
issues. These were run off on our own machine, which is primitive at 
best'* Certain important parts of this machine were found to be missing, 
and despite all our efforts- we have' been unable to cause it to ink prop- 
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LETTER TO SUBSCRIBERS (continued) •" 

erly. Therefore all future issues wil> be prepared by a mimeograph 
service which will do them properly and neatly. 

I wish to thank all our readers for the remarkable patience they 
have shown, ' 

The new issue situation is deplorable* There have been quite a 
large number of' npw issues as is evider^ced by the fare changes given 
on another page. Very few of these have been reported to us, however, 
so we are listing the few we do have-below* We strongly urge all col- 
lectors to report these as soon as they are able, as one of the most 
important duties of this publication — if not its most important — is 
the reporting of new issues, discoveries, and varieties. Kindly send 
ALL communications relating to the .Fare Box to its own address, and 
not to the private address of one of the Editors* Address such cor- 
respondence to "The Fare Box," so either of us. may open it, thus ex- 
pediting the handling of mail. /. 

• NEW ISSUES i,' 


Decatur, Alabama (M. Schwartz) 

Bz , 23 Ch Decatur City Lines. 

Good For One„Schoal 
Lewiston, Idaho (M, Schwarbiz)- 
WM 21 St-sc Twin City Transportation 
Good For One Fare 
Centralia, Illinois (M. Schwartz) 


iilabama 

Fare ( 13 mm,. hole) 


Go, 


23 Bar 


Washington, 
B 16 Sd 

Mason City, 
B 23 M 


Corn, Centr'alia*'(BUS) 
(BUS) 


Intercity Transit 
Good For One Fare 
Ind, (M, Schwartz) ' • , . . 

City. Service Co., W ■' . 

Good For One Fare W .- A 

la, (M. Schwartz) V.; . < ’ 

Mason City Motor Coach Co.; Inc ;*=■. . 
Good' Fo*r One Fare ( si lve 3 ?- plated)' 
Saginaw, Mich, (M. Schwartz) 


Bz 16 Ch 


Rockingham, 

Bz 23 R 

Good 

Philadelphia,. Pa, 
B 20 Sd 


Northern Michigan 
Good For One Fare 
N.G* (M. Schwartz) 


Utilities Go, 
Saginaw,..U ' 


U 


Rockingham Suburban Bus Line 


i* or 
(C. 


One 15^ 
Houser) 


Ride 


Philadelphia PTC 
Good For One Cash Fare PTC 
(M. Schwartz) 

Rapid Transit Company 
Zone One (BUS) 

Tenn* (M, Schwartz), 

Southern Coach Lines, Inc. 

Good For One School Fare 
Crosse, Wise. (K,, Snyder) 

20 Ball La Crosse Transit Co. L.C* 

Good For One School Fare L . C, 


Gaffney, S.C 
Bz 16 Bar 

Chattanooga, 
Bz 23 C 


La 

Bz 


Gaffney,- S.C. (BUS) 


REI'-IEMBER - THi^SIZE^bF^THE^.F^RE'^B^x" DEPErll!)S ON YOUR COhTRIBUTIOriSlI ; _ ^ 
NOTE TO IVit C'ORR'ESPONDEirJTS' - I shall answer all letters within the next 
few days. My apologies for the delay-, (NOTE NEW ADDRESS)- J.'M, -Coffee 
3133 Connecticut Avenue, N,V 7 . - V/ashington S, D.C, (until July !)• 
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THE AMERICAN VECTURIST ASSOCIATION 


(Membership applications are available from the Secretary, Miss lone 
E, Kibbej 497 Fern»Street, West Hartford 7, Connecticut,) 

' ROSTER OF MEMBERS 
(Continued from May issue) 

36 k Jan Seena Anderson 1S95 Indianapolis Ave, Riverside, Calif, 

37» Basil Brandon 32? 26th Avenue San Francisco 21, Cal., 

3^« Floyd D, Barnett 3719 Pillsbury Ave, Minneapolis, Minn,. 

39, Tom Lamberson 1400 West Main Street Richmond, Ind. 

40 , Chas* R, Lamb Route 1, Box 39 Long Beach, Wash, 

41 , Richard H, Burns 3^65 Brunswick Ave, Los Angeles 26, Cal, 

42i K, 0* Carmichael 1004 Main Street Klamath Falls, Ore, 

43» C< H» Watt . 375 Court Street San Bernardino, Cal, 

44. Hal J, Daggett 1204 Cornwall Ave, Bellingham, Washi 

45. Cecil F, Meyer 150 East 175th St. Seattle 55, Wash, 

46 . Harry C, Bartley 7012 Ohio River Blvd. Pittsburgh 2, Pa, 

47. Eroy L, Kimmons 521 East Live Oak St. Austin 22, Tex. 

4^, Julius A, Kurtz 92B 13th Avenue South Minneapolis 4, Minn,.. 

49. Quincy A, Laflin 1145 Argyle Street St. Paul 3, Minn; 

50 . Daniel DiMichael 427 Coates Street Coatesville, Pa, 

51 . Franklin P. Snyder IO 6 O South Broadway Los Angeles 15, CalV 

52 . C, G, Jefferson S945 Wallingford Ave, Seattle 3, Wash, 

53 . Paul H, Ginther - Mew Holland j 111. 

54. C, G. Ficklin 2 S 3 Isabel Street Los Angeles 31, CalV 

55. K. W. Snyder 712 East 14th Street Minneapolis 4, Minn. 

56 . Dal C. Andrews Box 69 , Mill Road Absecon, N.J, 

57. B, H, Baake, Jr, 2922 Chenoak Ave, Baltimore 14, Md, 

5S,' Loren' Bartlett 1509 North 44th St, Seattle 3, Wash, 

59. '. Ivan B. Cline 207 Edgar Street Evansville S, Ind, 

60 . C, G. Brisee, Jr. - Union University, Albany Medical College, 

Dept, of Physiology & Pharmacology - Albany 3, N.Y, 

61; John Metz 1033 Seminary Ave, St, Paul 5* Minn. 

62 , Ralph Freiberg 4142 26th Street San Francisco 14, Cali 

63 .. Mrs, M, T. Smith ’ 415 Laverne Ave, Mill Valley, Cal, 

64.. Carolyn Wilhoyte 264 I N,W. 26th St, Oklahoma City 7, Okla, 

65 .. . J.- .M, Mackie, ' Jr; 1315 N, Franklin St, Pittsburgh 12, Pa. 

66;.-. Ed,. C, Rudolph 507 North S4th Street Seattle 3, Wash, 

67;; D, B, Johns ’ 1111 .Boy leston Ave, Seattle 1,. Wash., 

6S,_ W, A, Whitfield 110 California St, Albuquerque, M,,M* 

69 .. Dr, M* W, Emrick 1426 Market St, Harrisburg, Pa. 

70 *. Howard C. Laible lOlS West 49th Street Los angeles 37, Cal, 

71 .. ; B;- T., Barrac lough '3635 Nicollet Ave... Minneapolis S, Mi-nn, 

72 .. M, B. McRpbie 1073. Pitkin Ave, ^ Akron 10, Ohio 

73 .. . Dr, ;B* H. Sherrard Rock Island Bank Bldg,. ■, Rock Island,, 111.* 

74 .. W, G, Robertson 3400 Grantley Road •■ . Baltimore 15, Md, 

75.» Oren R, Hendrix 4264 Lockwood AVe, Los ..AVigeles 27, Cal, 

76 .. . Mrs. M. M, Brown 10S44 Garfield Ave, ’ Culver City, Cal, 

77.. Floyd L, Johnson 964 W'^hittier Street . Spencerport, N,Y,, 

75.. A, D;, Jordan,' Jr, 120S Worth u\ve« , M.E, • 7\tlanta, Ga, 

79. Thomas B. Sprague 120 North Liberty St, . Baltimore 1, Md. 

50. Wadsworth G, Fyler P.O; Box 3S West Simsbury, C.onn, 

51, Arnold Cohn S 4 Johnston Avenue Kingston, N,Y,. 

(This list, along with that published in the May issue, constitutes 
the membership of the A,V,A.» as of June 5, 1949. The first thirty- 
three, members are charter members* ) 
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EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, HORSECARS' .by Ivan B. Cline 

In IB 67 , the people of Evansville decided the.t the place had 
taken on enough airs to begin the construction of a streetcar line 
and the officials immediately corresponded with capitalists (SIC I) 
in the East who had made a business of things of this kind with a 
view of inducing them to locate a line here. Several of our local 
capitalists were inclined to go in with them but four citizens took 
all the stock and it was but a short time until Main .Street, which 
.was then entirely unimproved, was all torn up and rails were being 
put down. Up to that time .Main Street was of course the popular 
street of travel and it was decided that the one route which would at 
once .commence to do a land office business, out to extend from the 
top of the levee to the E. & T. H, depot at Sth and Main,- This, 
they decided, would do away vMth omnibus, hacks, etc,, and the trav- 
eler coming from the South and wishing to go north, and* vice versa, 
his brother . coming down from Chicago going to the South, V/ould’ find 
a speedy means of transit-, and at the time this Main Street 'track was 
laid, there was little or ho talk about a line in any other part of 
the city. This work was done very speedily and it was soon announced 
in the papers that on a certain a.fterrioon the street cars would begin 
running, (and for somb reason while the people of the East spoke of 
these early cars as ’’horsecars-’* we only knew them as ’’streetcars'* in 
Evansville), Promptly on .time the car was loa’ded at the top of the 
levee and the one horse 'Was' attached to it and started to ,pull it' 
but was unable to do so*, 'so the.-. crowd disembarked and very genially 
.pushed it up to First and Main,,, .when thej'- went* on . their .way rejoicing 
’It was found soon afterwards that' this one blook from Water tO First 
.could Well be left Put and the •track was torn up and it is a fact 
that for, a great many years and., not- until fhe lines. were run'into' tho 
hills, below the city., .tills was the only real ‘grade . in the , entire city 
of ■ Evansville , And' whone is there, another city of this size of which 
the same could be said?' Cars that are now . going:.. by the, name' •bf . 
Dinky cars, a few of which, still 'remain in possession of the -aompany 
as mementoes, were* well- patronised and while our people were -Used to 
.exercise and cared* very .little for such a small thing as a walk of. B 
blocks, they patronized the cars for the novelty of the thing. For' 
a long time the single horge avas 'used in the cars', when it '•■w'a.-s de-’ 
cided thc'-t r,iules were • better ■ propositions than horses, as they wore . 
sturdy little follows a.nd could stop '.'nd st.'-ht ‘without ' pulling them- 
selves -all to pieces as a horse. did. About the next move" was to, get 
up' a cross city line and as Cook’ s Park' was then the- chief attract'- ' 
^ion in the suburbs, ‘it was decided to, ruri. the line to that poi'n-t and. 

.as there was a lot of cheap ground across .from the park^ it-was;,. 
utilized for t,he streetcar stables, ' Abou'b* this -time Hr C . -R. Be'ment 
was the chief holdep of. the stock and I think eventually contrblled ■ 
■the most of it. This f irst .lirle '-to Cook’s Park ran a-lortg n- ra’ise'd' 
ro.ad on the side o-f* which, wa's a huge guliy and neap- Fulton- Avenue* .on 
the right hand side* going out, was another, . In fact, that 'whole 
portion of town wa's *cut up by huge gullies which had* been made by 
the overflow of water coming into Pigeon Creek. so that if. an old ■ 
pioneer could se-e. that, country today:, he 'would hardly recognize it, 
Shor'bly after this there' was a demand for edr lines in all directions 
and one of the next .to' be built was 'a line. ^to. Oak Hill ■C'emete.ry., *■. 

The stockholders 'controlled a lot of capitalV and thus .Evansville 
was one of the firs-trto switclj. to electricity. 'The firpt electric.' ‘ 
car ran September 15, IB 92 , ’ , , - 

The rate of fare nn the$e pars was* 5 f dr six, tokens' (IND 230 A*) - 
for 25?^, The fare Was: •'7^ or '4 -for after '13.92’ s improvements 

*' . * I,;:. • h-.M .' ^ : ; 
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. ■ fHE' COVJNGTON & OXFORD STREET RAILROAD CO. 

-..TKe- single, variety of transportation token- issued and used by 
this company irt Govi-ngton, GeorgiUj is one of the ^rarest tokens in 
existence* It is listed on every one of the twenty-eight want lists 
in ray possession (including Atwood’s). I would be interested in dis- 
covering just who the fortunate possessor, of ■ this'''token is. Its val- 
uation in the Check.' List is nominal; most active coll:edtof,s would, 
gladly pay double that figure for the token* , ■ . 

Back. in. IBS'S, a group pf business men in S.ovi'ngton''go.t together 
and founded the GovingtCn & Oxford St* -R.R* Co,, Issuing orie”’ hundred 
shares of stock at ^ido per share* At this time, 2,.500 metal tokens 
w'Sr a , purchased to be so.iS at the rate of six for 25^. The rolling 
stock of the -company consisted of six horsecars which were used to 
haul mail j 'express, and freight, as well as passengers,.. The 'regular 
fare wa.s 5^ or’ a- token from Covington to the Georgia Depot, and 
another 5^, or token from there to Oxford. The company disbanded in 
19iB, having paid its owners a return of 15 to 20^. on their invest- 
ment* ■ . “ 



Mr. k. ¥•* Snyder of Minneapolis ,. one of our most aQ.tive' contrib- 
utors, sends us* a clipping announcing the end of bus’ service in New 
Ulm,’ Minne.sota, Theodore- Arndt, owner-operator of the ' two-bus- firm, 
is quitting -.the business for good, Mr, •, Arndt stated that there is 
not enough business in New.- Ulm to make the line profitable. Thus 
another token becomes obsolete, • . ' 


Sunday, June 5, 1949, marks the end of the 100 straight fare in 
Seattle, The new rate is 120 cash or three tokens for- 35?, The 100 
straight cash fare had been in use since June 22, 1947 /••As of .Tune 
3, tine Louisville Railway Co. and the Youngstown Municipal Railway 
Co, ‘were not , in operation due. to strikes ., .Monday , September 12 ,' 1949, 
will be “Transit Progress Day” .* .Connecticut Co, tokens were no 
longer accepted for redemption after May 31. ••The fare on the Orange 
Street Bus Line of New Haven, Cgnn.*, was increased from- i60 to B0, and 
tokens from 9 for 50^ to 2 for 150. Same tokens still used, ..The 
Dallas Ry. & Term, Co, received a total defeat, at the hands of the 
City .Council- -not a single increase was granted* ,, Despite a 'recent 
boost to 100 straight, the P''ort Collins (Colo, )Municipal Railwa-y- lost 
money in March, The company is a single crosstown line Consisting 
of four single-truck cars, .'.Seattle is installing new lock- type -fare 
boxQs—now the . driv.er hever handles -the fares. • •The Tacortta ’‘fWnsh. ) 
Transit Co. wants a 130 or 3 for 350 fare instead of present dirne*,^ 
if this is not granted, the City may take over the company ,. .Back in 
April, Lancaster (Ohio) Transit Inc, was granted a fare increase from 
50 cash to 100 cas.h with a new token installed at 3 f or' 250-^-»no’ one 
has reported its description to us, though, . .When the Alabama Pov/er 
Company of Tuscaloosa sold out, all tokens on hand were destroyed,,. 
Don’t send any money to Keokuk, Iowa — it’ll be returned in about six 
months with a form letter stating they have more important things to 
do than bother with us collectors, ,,ARIX BO C, the white metal student 
token, is now obsolete and not available ‘at the company,., An inter- 
esting group of scarce tokens are those from Lewiston, Idaho, All 
from there are obsolete except the last three ., *a11 tokens from 
Warren, Ohio*, .are obsolete except G and I. ' T 
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IMPORTANT FARE CHANGES 

January 1, 1949 : City Utilities of Springfield, Mo., from 5^ to 10^ 
cash, with a J for 250 token installed, 

January 17. 19 A9 : Columbus Transp. Go,, Columbus, Ga., adult tokens 
from 4 t or 5 ^ to 2 for" 150, School fares from 5 for 250 to 2 for 150, 
January^ 10 , 1949 : Knoxyille Transit Lines , Knoxville, Tenn, , tokens 
now sell 4 for 300 instead of 2 for 150 as previously. 

February. 27 , 1949 : Yonkers Bus, Inc., Yonkers, N»Y,, eliminated the 
.5 'f*6r ,150 .adult tokens ; installed a 2 for 150 rate for children; and 
raised the fare for high ^chool students from 50 to 2 for .150. 

March 1> 1949 : ‘ Cincinnati St, Ry, Co,, Cincinnati, 0., cash fare from 
1^0 to 130; token rate from 10 for ')1,20 to 6 for 750 or 10 for. |l, 25 . 
March 1. 1949 : Blue Ribbon Lines, Ashland, Ky., the 5 for 350 token 
has been abolished, 

March 10^ 1949 : Indiana" Railroad, Miincie, Ind,, token rate increased 
from 7 Ofor 500 to 5 for 450,. ■, 

March 21, 1949 : Georgia Power Co,,. Atlanta, Ga,, token rate increased 
.from 3 for 2^0 to 'll for yl. 

Mar oh 24. 1949 : City Lines of W, Va., Clarksburg, W, Va, , token rate 
increased from 5 for 350 to 3 for 250. 

' March 27. 1949 : Cayuga Omnibus Corp, , Auburn, N,Y, , token rate in- 
cre^sed from 8 for 500 to 5 for 400. 

March, 1949 : (exact date undetermined) Cooke Street Line; Inc., 
Waterbury , Conn, , token fate of .3 for 250 abolished. Rate now 100 
straight with no tokens. School token rate increased; effective in 
September', from ,25 for j 1 to 20 for Ol. 

April 1, 1949 : Connecticut Company, of Hartford, Meriden,^ Middletown, 
Wew Raven, New London, Mest Hartford, and Tfest Haven, Connecticut - 
token rate of 3 for 250 abolished, . Fare now 100 straight ;vith no ' 
tokens. School tickets increased 'from 20 for S50 to 20 for §1, 

April 1, 1949 : Connecticut.' Railway & Lighting Co. (C. R & L) of 
Bridgeport New' Britain, Norwalk, and Waterbury, Connecticut - token 
rate of 3- for, 250 abolished,' Fare now 100' straight, with no tokens. 
School tickets increased from 20 for S50 to 20. for 1>1, 

‘ March 14 ^ 1949 : Elmira'Motor Coach Corp. (formerly'- N.Yf State Elec., 

& Gas Corp.)', "Elmira,, N.Y., token rate increased' from 4 for 250 to 
5 for 400. 

March 20, 19.49 : Southern Pennsylvania Bus Co-, , Chester , Pa, , token 
rate^ increased from 4 for 300 to 4 for 350.. 

March 1 , ' ' 1949 : Lewiston-Auburn Transit Co., Lewiston, Me., adult fare 
incf eased from- 50' to; 100 ivith a new token installed at 4 for 250. . 
' March, 1949 : ■ (date' undetermined) Salt, Lake City Lines, Salt Lake City, 
Utah, school, fare '.of 4;for 150 tokens; abolished.. Fare now 50 straight. 
May 2^ 1949 -: United. Blectric Railways Co., of Providence, Central 
Fails, Cranston, East Providence, Pawtucket, Warwick, and Woonsocket, 
Rhode Island - Cash fare increased from S0 to 100'; 5 for 350 tokens 
eliminated, , . - 

May 14 » 1949 :. Philadelphia Transp, Co, ,. Philadelphia, Pa,, fare on 
fail, .trolley coach, and. lines substituted for rail lines, increased 
from 100 cash to 130 cash, with 3 for .'350 tokens installed. The 2 for 
'250 token used on bus lines other than rail-substitute lines has been 
abolished, " 

MaV^/2Q. 1949 : "Virginia Transit Co. , Richmond, 'Va,, token 'rate in- 
cr eased from 6 for 500 to 6 for 550. , 

May 22. 1949 : Portland Traction Co., Portland, Ore., rcash fare in- 
creased from 100 to 120; 9 for ,§1 tpkcns. installed. 

May 29 , 1949 ; Potoijiac Edison Go,, Hagefstovjn, Md,, cash fare increased 
from 00 "to 100 ; IQ. for 500 school tokens, installed instead of tickets. 
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DETROIT, SOiii'iiS OF TiilHO 40^iHTjiRLY aVA COUVISWTIOW 

The following splendid arrangements have been made by Mr. Churoh for the meet- 
ing to be held in Detroit, Michigan, August 6 and 7, 1949. The meeting will be 
held at the Abington Hotel, 700 Seward Avenue, Detroit 'i, Michigan, starting with 
a lunch about Moon on the sixth and continuing in session until the afternoon or 
evening of the seventh. Tables will bo provided for swapping and for displays. 

The topio for display at this meeting will be ”Hard Rubber and Vulcanite fare 
tokens, and members who expect to be present are requested to bring their specimens 
for exhibition, study, and discussion. Accomodations can be secured by vrrlting Mr. 
Church in sufficient time for him to make the necessary reservations. The rate is 
$3450 for single and $7,00 for a double room with twih beds. The program will 
allow suffioiont time for out of town visitors to go sightseeing if they so desire, 

■*'Vhy not plan your vacation for yourself and family so .as to take in this 
meeting and thereby give yourself the pleasure of meeting your fellov/ veoturiats 
and adding to your oolleotion and knowledge. This will be the last opportunity 
of publioizing this meeting. For further details and reservations, please write 
to Mr, Felix M, Churoh, 700 Saxmrd Avenue, Detroit 2, Michigan, 


The A.V.A, is prepared to conduct auctions at their quarterly meetings, pro- 
viding appropriate material is raoaivad in time,- Members desiring to dispose of 
parts of or the whole of their, oollaotions should send such matorial to the Pres-, 
ident. Max M, Schwartz, 134 West 58th Street, New York 19, N.Y,, by parcel post 
fully insured. Material will be lotted in a suitable manner and published by lots 
in The Fare Box, .ill members and subscribers will bo afforded an opportunity of 
bidding by mail, suoh bids to be opened at the mooting, in the presence of those 
attending, .ill tokens listed in Atwood's at $1,00 or more will bo separately 
lotted. Mo “buy” bids will be aooeptod. All material is to bo submitted without 
“reserve,” but the oonsignor may booome the purohaser. The purchaser will pay the 
postage and insurance besides the amount of his purohaso. 



OUR SMCOND .HWIV^iiRY iSDITIOK'S IJa"/ IL^STHBiU). 

The horseoar you see in the new masthead ivas taken from one portrayed on a 
stock certificate issued in 1888 by the Covington <56 Oxford Street Railroad Company, 
of Covington, Goprgia, We had originally plaiuied to use a phqtograph sent in by 
Mr, Snyder, but it was foxmd to be too largo to be praotloal for our purpose. Let 
us know how you like it. 
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The following letter received from the Lewis ton- Auburn Transit 
Company in reply to a request for tokens, should speak for itself: 
"Replying to your request for this company’s tokens, I regret it is 
contrary to our policy to sell tokens outside of our immediate area 
to those who presumably do not intend to use them for transportation 
on our coaches. I am returning your coin herewith," At least they 
were prompt in replying, anyway. 

All subscribers who did not receive the March, April, or May 
issue of the Fare Box are urged to drop a card to the Fare Box notify- 
ing us, A reprinting of the March issue is under way and will be 
ready within a week after you receive this (July) issue. This is very 
important, and those who have already mentioned it in letters* to us 
should nevertheless notify us again by post card in order to be sure 
of obtaining those copies they have missed. Also any late subscribers 
who lack either the January or February issues should notify us. . 

In regard to the Wilkes-Barre error listed in’ this issue, Michael 
Super adds: "When. the Wyoming Valley Auto Bus 'Co. — presently operat- 
ing as the Wilkes-Barre Transit Corp,--ordered tokens from the manu- 
facturer, there was an error made in the wording. Instead of V/j^orning 
Va'lley Auto Bus Co,, they received a shipment of tokens with simply 
Wyoming Valley Bus Co, on the front of the token. These tokens were 
immediately returned to the manufacturer and a new lot forwarded with 
the. prpper inscription on the obverse. However, the company retained 
50 of the errors, ‘The token, of course j was never placed in dse," 

Mr, Super adds that the company simply will have nothing to do with 
collectors, and that it is -useless to write them letters. Tokens have 
not been in use in Wilkes-Barre' since 1935, 



Readers will note that there are two varieties of PA 70 B report- 
ed in this issue. The 3mm, was the regular issue, and the company 
ehlarged the hole on some of the tokens themselves, for use on another 
part of their lines. This company has not used tokens since 1932 — so 
your Beaver Meadows tokens have been obsolete for seventeen years. 
Incidentally,' the initials on those tokens — & G C M T IX). — stand for 
Luzerne & Carbon County Motor Transit Company, • 

There were 500 of the Dos Moines, "Washington, token originally 
purchased (SEE NEW DISCOVERIES), but only two are now khown to exist, 
Des Moines is a small suburb of Seattle located about nine miles to 
the South, The tokens were used from 1913 to 1915, 

, 5|? 5,x 

The Progressive Party has asked the King County Superior Court 
in Seattle* to issue an injunction ending the recent fare hike there 
and impounding the amount of the increase. The petition asks that 
the Seattle Transit Commission be required to issue refund receipts 
pending a decision. Although the success of this appeal is doubtful, 
its outcome will be interesting to watch, for a successful suit might 
well establish a precedent for action in other cities. 
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TWO TOKENS OF CLINTON, IOWA 
By Edgar Levy 

Although the Clinton & Lyons Horse Railway had been in the plan- 
ning stage for quite awhile, it wasn’t until December, IS 65 , that the 
line started operations with tracks extending for two and three quart- 
ers miles from Lyons Ferry to the corner of Eighth Avenue and Second 
Street in Clinton near where the C & N V/ depot""is. Proving successful 
the owners of the line extended their trackage to cover four and three 
quarters miles. This line operated without turmoil until about IS 6 B, 
when several Electric companies sought charters or "rights to operate 
the new fangled electric trolley cars," Among the stronger electric 
companies bidding for the rights were Baldwin Electric Company and the 
State Electric Company. From all reports this was a bitter feud but 
eventually the State Electric Company won out and absorbed the Clinton 
& Lyons Horse Railway, The State Electric Company was composed almost 
entirely of local people headed by a Mr, E, G., Walsh, a financier of 
the city and this was, no doubt, the reason why. State Electric was 
granted the franchise, ■ State Electric issue.d *an aluminum token, as 
described in the new discoveries listed in this issue. There are two 
varieties, if one goes in for varieties. One ha's what is usually 
called a normal reverse and the other has an upset reverse. The token 
has a milled edging around its outside perimeter.. These tokens were 
in use until 1903 when the line was sold to the -present operators, 
Clinton Street Railway, arid the tokens were destroyed by the latter 
company. Aside from a few in possession of the writer, it is believed 
that the entire issue was destroyed. The Clinton Street Railway is- 
sued paper tickets for use on their street cars until recent years, 
V/heri all the tracks were torn up and buses substituted for the cars, 
about 1937| tokens were again issued. All the old trolleys have been 
disposed of. 

The writer had been apprised of the existence of these tokens for 
some time but decided not to report them to the Fare Box until a few 
facts concerning the company could be uncovered* Right now I am try- 
ing to dig up some interesting news about another unlisted oldie from 
Muscatine, Having always felt that, the mere reporting of a new issue 
or find is of little interest unless something pertaining to the com- 
pany issuing the tokens was sent along at the same time, I hope 
others will do the same thing, 

SEATTLE TRANSPORTATION TOKEN CLUB HOLDS AUCTION JUNE 10 

This first all-trp.nsportation-token auction was highly ' successful 
All bids were sealed. All items were sold, and lists of prices real- 
ized were sent to all bidders. The bidding was very close, which 
indicates that the next auction, which is coming up very soon., will 
be even more successful. 

It has now been definitely established that the Peerless Stages, 
Inc,, of Oakland, California, never used fare tokens. This company 
had two varieties (CAL 575 C and D) made up, but never used them, and 
disposed of the entire supply. Those iidib doubt this should write the 
company directly at 407 Pacific Bldg,, Oakland 12, California, 


Norfolk, Va,, has petitioned for a raise in fare and elimination 
of the present six for 55^ tokens^ The company wants to divide the 
city into two zones, with a fare of 100 per zone or 150 for both zones 
.Indianapolis Railways is using busses instead of streetcars on Sat- 
urdays and Sundays on three of its lines; the other five weekdays see 
regular electric service on the lines, ...Bristol Traction Go., of 
Bristol,, Conn., has petitioned for a fare increase from the present 
six cents straight to 10 cents cash or 3 tokens for ,250. ..Third Avenue 
Transit of New York, the largest independent transit system in America, 
has asked for a one cent fare hike from the present seven cents, cash 
...St, Louis Public Service has asked for a fare raise which would in- 
volve the installation of 2 for 250 tokens. . .controlling stock of the 
Olympia (V/ashington) Transit Company has been sold to Tri City Transit 
of Aberdeen; the purchase price was $45,000,.,IA 310 C,D,E are all ob- 
solete and scarce... OHIO 230 K (Dayton) became obsolete in 1921 when 
the fare was revised. The tokens sold at k for 250 when in use,,,The 
North Shore Bus Line of Flushing, N.Y. , went out of business in March, 
1947.. *The Albuquerque Bus Company, in response to an inquiry last 
summer, replied that they would be willing to part with CITY ELECTRIC 
tokens at the charitable price of only two dollars each; don’t all 
speak at once. ..The "Lordship" tokens of Bridgeport, Conn., (CT 35 A), 
are used by the White Line Bus Corp., and sold at the rate of 12 for 
one dollar... All tokens of Orange Lines, Inc., of Jacksonville, Fla., 
have been called in and destroyed. . .The Joplin-Pittsburg Railroad Co. 
of Pittsburg, Kans., discontinued the use of tokens twenty-one years 
ago, in 1928., .The Detroit Dept, of Street Railways discontinued 
tokens in 1922.,, The old Charlotte Electric Railway token (NC 160 A) 
has been obsolete since 1911, when Duke Power took over, ..The York, 
Nebraska, Intra-City Transit Co. went out of business in.l94S and the 
tokens are now obsolete and becoming hard to find, ,, The Taylor City 
Service Bus outfit of Rapid City, S.D., folded up about 193 7... the 
token from Glenshaw, Pa., issued by the Etna Transportation Go., has 
been obsolete since about 1933, and is quite a rare item despite the 
150 tag on it in the Check List,. .ND 440 A (Jamestown) was a temporary 
provisional issue used until the smaller design was supplied to the 
company .. .HTB LINE seen on so many tokens of Beaver Falls, Pa., stands 
for HILL TOP BUS LINE; this company has been known to keep collectors 
waiting for months before returning money or sending some tokens, de- 
pending on their raood.,,The Roanoke-Starkey Bus Line, of Roanoke, Va., 
is a two-bus line operating between Roanoke and Starkey, Tokens sell 
at 250 each and the company is quite cooperative. . .The Tiffin, Ohio, 
token is now obsolete ,, .The Lehigh Traction Company of Hazleton, Pa,, 
went out of business in 1932, but the present Hazleton Auto Bus Co. 
has continued using the tokens... The South Bend Motor Bus Company is 
no longer is existence; it sold out to Northern Indiana Transit, Inc. 
...The Springfield (Missouri) Gas & Electric Co. ceased operations 
March 25, 1945, when City Utilities took over. The S G, & E had not 
used tokens since 1937... PA 870 B' (Stroudsburg) has been obsolete for 
over a year . . .Coltharp Bus Lines of Kansas City, Mo,, have been out of 
business for over a year... The Portland, Me., tokens are regularly _ 
school fares, but adults are allowed to use tv/o of them as a fare if 
they so desire... the Nampa, Ida,, tokens liave been obsolete over a 
year and a half. ..KANS 46 C and D ha.ve been obsolete since 1933.. *The 
Syracuse (NY) & Eastern Bus Lines ceased operation June 30, 1946, The 
Syracuse & Eastern Railroad is now operated by the Sweet Management 
Engineering Corp,, still using tokens. ..Gildea Bus Lines tokens of 
Hollidaysburg, Pa,, were discontinued in 1946; all tokens then on hand 
were ’disposed of’,,, the letters on your Weirton, W, Va. , tokens stand 
for "Pittsburgh & Weirton Bus Lines", , .Springfield Transportation Co. 
(Illinois) has raised token rate from 2 for 150 to 3 for 250. 
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WiiW'lSSUiSS ■ . ■ . . . . 

. • ' * • 

Blytheville, Ark* (A. Webster) 

B 23 B aiytheville Coach Lines 
GoeA ?or One Pare 
Pine Bluff, Ark» (P. Greefne)' 

Bz 23 Bar Pine Bluff Arkansas (bus) 

Good for One Pare (bus ) 

Jacksonville, 111. (Hi McKee) , - « 

WM 23 Bar City Bus Lines (bus) . , 

Good For One Fare (bus) , ^ ^ 

Marion, 111. (R. Atwood) ' " . ' ? 

Bz 23 Bar Marion City Bus Co., Ino. (bus). , > 

Good For One Hide (bus) ’ 

Row Orleans, La. (D. Johns) . 

WM 23 Bar Louisiana Transit Company (bus) •' 

Good For One Fare (bus) . 

Lewiston, Maine (H. Atwood) 

WM 23 Bar Lewiston Auburn Transit Co. (bus) 

Good For One Fare L-A 

Hagerstown, Md; (J. Coffee) . - , . 

B 23 3d The Potomac Fdison Co, PH . ^ • 

Good For One School Fare PH i 

Bay City, Mich. (R. McKee) 

Bz 23 Sd Balcer Bros. Bay City, Mioh* B 
Good For One Fare B 

Cape Girardeau, Moi (F. Greene) , . • 

WM 23 Bar Cape Transit Corp. Mo., (bus),. 

Good For One Fare (bus ) . • 

filmira, N.Y. (T. Williamson) 

3 16 Sq-sc W, * S.M.C, Co. Aliquippa, Pa. 

Good For One Fare (Reverse letters larger than PA 10 C) 
Bz 16 H Hlraira Motor Coach Corp. ... ♦ * 

Good For One Faro 

Troy, N.Y. (C, Brisee) - , . - 

WM 16 Sd Troy Fifth 'Avenue Bus Co,, Ino. (bus) 

Good For One Fare (bus) 

Utioa, N.Y. (C. Cook) 

Wm 16 3d Utioa Lines N.Y.S. Hys. U , , , . . . 

Good For One City Fare U 
Utioa, N.Y. (T. Williamson) 

WM 16 Sd Utica Linas N.Y.S. Rys. U 

Good For One Citjr Fare U (bronze-plated) 

16 U Utioa Linas N.Y.S, Hys. ^ - 

Good For One City Fare (bronze-plated) 

Watertown, N.Y, (F. Greene) 
m 16 Ball Pritohard Bus Corp. P 
Good For One Fare P 

Chilliootha, Ohio (C, Cook) . , 

WM 16 P Publio Transport, Ino, Chilliogthe, Q. ^ , 

Good For’ One "Fare • ” ' 

Lancaster, Ohio (C, Cook) ^ ^ ' 

Bz 23 Bar Lancaster Transit, Ino, (bus) • , 

Good For One Fare (bus) 

Johnstown, Pa, (F. Greene) , 

Bz 16 J-so John3to’'vn Traction Company . . 

Good For One Bone Fare 

York, Pa. (3, Baake) , 

WM 16 Ball York Bus Company York, Pa., Y . 

Good For One FaVe y ‘ ’ 

Gaffney, S,G, (K. Snyder) 

WM 23 Bar Rapid Transit Company Gaffney, S.C, (bus) 

Zone Two (bus) 

Galveston, Texas (A, Webster) 

WM 23 Bar Galveston Transit Company 

For Children Under Tivalve Years -g- 


0 .j Cl c 


GO. 
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ISSUiiiS (oontinuod) 


Staunton, Va» (R» MoKee) 

Bz 20 Bar Staunton Transit System (bus) , 

Good For One Pare (bus ) , . » ’ . 

Fairmont, '''V, Va. (W, Black) - ij • ■ * 

B 24 Sd C T Co Ccod For One 30^ Fare ' ' - . 

(same as obverse) ’ ^ 

NRW DISCOVRIUKS 

Clinton, Iowa (ti. Levy) 

A 22 Sd State iSleotric Co, Clinton, la. 

One Fare • * • 

fiorthfield, Minn. (K, Snyder) ' ■ * 

B 19 3d St, Olaf Bus 0. Tille 

One Fare 10 Cants • 

3 21 Sd St, Olaf Bus D. Tille 

One Fare 10 Gants 

Des Moines, Wash. (P. Fouts) ^ . , 

A 21 Ch Des Moines Auto Co. 

Sohool Token 

am ISSUiS RFCiSIVED TOO LATE FOR CLASSIFICATION ” ' 

Ghicasha, Okla, (A, -febster) : 

YkM 16 Tr-so Chioasha City Bus Linos *■ 

Good For One Fare 

ERROR - * , 

Wilkes-Barre, Pa. (M. Super) > . . 

WM 23 Bar Wyoming , Valley Bus Co, (bus)” ... 

Good For One Fare (bus) ' • , , 

i/UVERICK ■ 

* f . ' 

3 21 3d D. D, 0! P. P. ' 

(same as obverse) 

(this token is believed to have been used by a lumber oompany in norther^ Calif.) 

20WE CHECKS 

Gaffney, S,G» (K, Snyder) 

Fd 20 Sd Rapid Transit Co, Zone 1 ■ 

(blank) 

Fd 23 Sd Rapid Transit Co, Zone 2 ' 

(blank) ■ 

Fr 27 3d Rapid Transit Co, Zona 3 . . 

(blank) 

HEW Y^kRlETlES 

Mobile, ^ila, (q. Laflin) ^ . 

aLa 560 Ml (l) 2^mra, cross in center. (2) 3fmm, cross in canter. 

Grand Junction, Colo. (J, Coffee) . , 

COLO 440 At (l) Largo letters. (2) Small letters, , 

Lewiston, Ida, (Q, Laflin) . 

IDA 440 A I (l) 7mm, moon in center, (2) Sgmmi.moon in center. 

Centralia, 111, (J, Coffee) • . .. 

ILL 130 3 1 (l) Large letters, (2) Small letters, • 
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NBIl'7 VAHISTIiiS. Copntinued) 

.Sioux Cityi Iowa (J* Coffea) 

lA 850 J I .(1-) Diaiiiond? on rav&raa, (Ji) Wo diamonds. 

Albany^ W.Y, (j. Oof fee) 

NY iO Cl (1) Dot in “I’* on reverse, ' (2) Wo dot. 

Soheneotady, W.Y, (J, Coffee) ...» / . ,i ,, 

WY 830 B I (1) Thick “S” in center. (2) Thin "S'j large letters, (3) Thin ' S j 
■ small letters, ■ , . ’ ■ 

Corvallis; Ore, (J. Coffee) 

ORB 160' Cl (1) Large letters. (2) Small I’ettors, 

* 

Beaver Meadows, Pa. (M. Super) 

Pa 70 B I (1) 3mra, square out out of banter, (2) 4mra, square out out, 

NB17 ISSUE WOTBS 

The. Jacksonville, Jll,, token has been in use since Novembfsr, 194C, when it super- 
seded the brass tokens. The new token sella at a rajte of 3 for 25^,,, The Bay City, 
Mioh., token has been in use since the summer .of 1948, It sells at 2 for 15)^,, * 

The Staunton, Va,*; token sells at 2 for 25^, ..Tbe Lancaster, Ohio, token sells at 
8 for 25^,,, The Hagerstown, Md,,. token sells nt 5 for 25^, 

• ■ , . .****» 

The Springfield (Illinois) Transportation Company has raised its fare from 2 for 
15^ to 3 for The company, accordingly, has purchased 50,000 new bronze tokens 

with an "S” out out of the center instead of hanging there as previously. In add- 
ition to the new broiiza tokens, the company has copper-plated all old tokens on 
hand. The plating was' done by a local firm at a cost of ten cents per pound-- 
thera are about 320 of the tokons to ;a pound. Thus there are several new issues 
from this city that have been in use for several weeks. Ho one, however, has re- 
ported the descriptions of the token’s to us. 

«**I|E* 

Tokens of the Jamestown (U.'f, ) Motor Bus Transportation Co*,. Inc., have been in- 
creased in price from 4 for 25;^ to 3 for 20^., .Omaha fare is now 2 for 25^ or 13^ 
cash, inste.ad of the 10^ straight as previously,., Mr; a. B. Potter, retired, Pres- 
ident of the United Electric Railivays of Providence, died June 27 at age 76, His 
name liybs forever, however, on the recently obsolete token from Providence , 

III**** 

'dENTBR .F.IRJS RAISE RULED ILLEG.iL BY COURT 

The Colorado Supreme Court ruled, by a 4-1 decision, that (l) the fare increase 
granted last July is illegal j (2) the substitution of trolley cbaohes for street- 
cars was illegal in that it granted a new franchise. This officially returns the 
Denver fare -to the 3 for 25^ situation— and, as the 3 for 25^ fare was granted in 
1930 by the same process that the 10^, straight fare v/as granted in 1948, there vms 
speculation as to whether the fare was now legally 5^ straight as it was before 1930. 
In order to raise the faro or change the service, ruled the Court, the people must 
vote on an ordinance initiated by the signatures of 5% of those who voted in -tiie 
last mayorality campaign. Headless to say, the ruling was popular ^vith the riding 
public. The present dime fare will be kept for a couple of weeks to give the oomp- 
any time to appeal, It will be . interesting to see what the company uses for tokens 
after that*. Their replies to letters claim that they have no more tokons on hand. 


lILL SWiiP OHE HUHDRED T'lVEHTY (120) DIPFEliEHT TOEEHS FOR idJY ONE HUNDRED (lOO) DIFF- 
ERENT TOKENS (ME.iiaNG NOT xUiTY TIYO ^IKE), . 

A. P, WEBSTER - . 2827 WORTHINGTON STilBET - HOUSTON 16, TEX<\S 



THE FISST STREET LINE TOKEN 
By W.' A. Whitfielci 

Almost all of the Collectors who have written to me have listed 
NM 40 A as one of their wants hut none have seemed too surprised when 
I didn’t send them one immediately. The story of old 4*0 A will' prob- 
ably never be known in full and consider yourself lucky if you are 
one of the three I know of who have one of these prizes, . . 

• - - ■ ■ • ■ '' ' ' '■ 

In searching fbr this token for the last three 'and one-half years, 
I have used every trick of the trade I know of; slot machine owners, 
dry cleaners, coin collectors,, advertisements and I even carry a photo- 
stated copy of it to give to people who might be able to run across 
the token later. I have printed a ’’Wanted Dead or Alive” poster and 
used it around town without rejsults. My last attempt is a model ‘of 
the old horsecar which I will exhibit when the time is right, ' 

As far as I am able to learn, the old Albuquerque Street Railroad 

had its beginnings- on March 30, ISBO, when a newspaper of that date 

reports the ground broken. A Colonel Bell of New York City was the 

promoter and the rails were shipped out of Kansas : City, It must be 
remembered that in the BO’s there wasn’t much of a town here although 
Old Albuquerque had slumbered beside the ’silver’ Rio Grande for 200 
yedrs previous t,o this. The street railroad was needed* to bring 
workers for the Santa Fe shops in New Albuquercjue, some’ two. miles away 
from»01d Albuquer’que , A branch from this single line apparently ran 
over to 'the Santa Fe shops about half a mile to the south of the. ’.'main 
line". This was apparently the reason for the token, , ."Good Only on 
First Street Line." 

I have never located anyone her e . who knows anything about the 
First Street Line but many of the old^ timers recall the main line and 
the western terminus still stands today. None I have interviewed re- 
member any thihg abput the tokens and 'as one of the collectors has sug- 
gested, since, all the tokens were picked up in-Washington, perhaps it 
was never used here at all, ^ Some might have fallen into, the , hands of 
coin collectors, then into dealers’ hands and finally picked up by 
vecturists. This is only an idea but perhaps plausible since there 
doesn’t seem to be any record of their* having been used. 

Another of the Albuquerque tokens, "City .Electric," is a long 
time obsolete but 'a few are avail^^ljle to collectors. -.-This was an 
electric trolley line which started up- after the First World War, and 
continued for some time until replaced' -by busses. Lady conductors 
were used add through them I have traced some of the tokens. It fin- 
ally went bust and was taken over by the’ present bus company, 

Thehe is supposed to be one of the old street railroad cars 
parked around Old Town soirtewhei’e but I^.have neveri been able to find it/ 
Qh, I forgot to mention, I don’t have one of these old 40 A’s in my 
collection, either ! , . . ■ ' i 

*Mr, K, W. Snyder reports that ’the token listed as.'WASH .BB0 G (then? 
Tacoma white metal' "in exchange for Cash") is also currently .in use in 
Winona, P-'linhesota , These tokens were used in Tacoma as ’pass tokens’. 
The weekly .pass cost 300, and one paid 50 each time he used it* The 
nickel was ..present ed to the driver who 'handed the rider one of these 
tokens for immediate deposit in the fare, box,’ 
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J4ANT IKPORTANT HATTERS DISCUSSED AT/ DETROIT A. V, A.' MEBilHC} 'CHBCK IifST KAJOS 
TOPIC; PARE 30X PESE TO A, V, A. MEMBERS IN ^50; NOMINATIONS POR 19B0 OFFIOEHS 
8^|T1SD$ NEXT A*. V. A. MEETING TO BE HELD IN NSW YQRIC» OCTOBER 39, AT 2 P«M, 

i ' i ; . ' ^ • 

The third quarterly convention of the American ^ecturiBt'^s»*ociPtioh wee 
held August 6 and 7 in Detroit, Michigan. While attendance was not as high as 
expected,; there -was e 'fair gathering. Chief tonics' were: The check list, 

B^m'bership dues, sand the place of the next meeting, as wall as nominations as 
presented "by the comnittee. The following resolutions were passedi 

i i'^llheroao iihopw differences h^ve arisen between the Publisher of the Cheek 
List and some veoturists, which have directly or indirectly caused the suspension 
of the dissemination of information regarding vectures issued or discovered since 
the publication of such list; and « - 

"Whereas the matter contained in suph check list represented the combined ef«« 
fort of its oonpiier and many other veoturists, just as. information a'bout new is- 
sues and new discoveries represedts the combined efforts of many veoturists; and 

"Whereas it is of great interest to ell vectur^ts that means be fdo’-t. ^ forth- 
with to disseminate properly all available information regarding new issues and new 
discoveries, as well as edl errors, typographical or otherwise, which have come ts 
the attention of vecturists in the present check list 

"Now therefore be it Resolved; That the American Vecturist Association, 
through its Offitrers,' use its good offtces to attempt to compose any differences 
that may now or hete^tdr exist between the Publisher of the Check List and any 
of the memf^rOv.of t|ie A, .V, A. so that the dissemination of information about new 
issues, new discoveries, error's and changes, both of matter and prices, may not be 
retarded; and be it further 

, "Reoolved that should the Executive Board of the A, V, A. dec ids that such 
efforts have ‘prpven unsuccessful, that the President appoint a committee to com- 
pile such infbraatj^pn and prowulgato the' sane to the membership of the Assooiation 
throu^ the pa^s^ ^ The Pare Box at such times and in stioh installments as the 
Executi^ve Bpw^^Biay- direct." _ ' 

* » ' , . * . " 

that, 1 , of Article VI of the ConsttSi^ion and By-Laws • 

'whioh now 'feadb: " * • • ' 



♦Section X fhe dues df the Associetion shell he i^l.OO per year, payable in 
edvance* ' 

be emended to read: 

'Section 1 The dues of the Association shall he $?!*00 per year, payable in 
advance . ’ 

(h) That this amendnent take effect as of January 1, 1950. 

fc) That on and after the effective date of this amendment. The Pare Box be 
considered the official piihlication of the Association within the meaning of Article 
III, Section 4, and that all members in good standing shall be entitled thereto with- 
out further cost. 

***** 


REPORT OP THE OOMUTTEE ON NOMINATIOHS . . 

(Submitted to the Detroit convention of the American Tecturist Association) 
Oentlemi^:- ’ - /. ‘ -v 'j"' 

- ' ■ s . “i 

First of all yotCt* committee wishes "to thank the entire list of presont^-offi^drs 
for excellent and faithful services and go on record as sincerely feeling all are 
deserving of fenOminatidn and' reelectlOhi ' - n:vt « 

Secondly, we desire to state that our organisers acted naturhlly and properly 
in selecting the initial list of off icers* from their group membership * 

Thirdly, we point out that no!W as a- ‘national organization with scattered mem- 
bership our b08?d should reflect geograipihic^l scope when practical hflC with th^t in 
mind we suggest the following abiion, placing in noBiinfltion these^memberer ^ i. 


Por President 
For, Vice President 
iFor' Secretary. 

For Tree STirer ; 

For Curator 



Max M» Schwartz-,' of 'Hew York' 

Frank G, Greene, of Kansas City 
, B, L, Klmmons, 'of _ Austin" . ' 

Thoifeafe.,?.* Willis^oh,' of Syracuse • '' ' ' * 

Fdgar tevy,/ of CoiOrad'O Springs" '' ^ 

Fraternally, '1 [ 

TKErcofeliTTEE'' or HO^irTlpHS ’ . ' 

Mrs, Corrine Slack, of ^^cKaesport " 

Baa il BrencU>n, Prf"^9f,?b9» .. ^ , , . , 

Phiney A* ■ Xtaf lin, ’ pf -St ; ' -p^x:^ > -t a ' ^ 

* C, S, Jefferson,^ of Sea ttie^^ . • 

F, mV Chui^h," of Detroit ’ ' 

I ■ ■ - - -T." iy ' 


After a lengthy oprrespdndence v/hich included 'transit' companies, lej^lhg’ i^ 
citizens., and local agencies, I have now obtained definite proof., that the. tW’^are 
tokens listed in' jMie Hatlopal Check List as ^Aipc and B''(El"iK)r8doj Verr^t;-; V. 

used in El Dorado, These tokens were used by the Cdmnxinity. Transit Lines in t|ie 
city of Natchez, Mississippi, They, consequently, should he listed under' MisViss-. 
ippi, and not under Arkansas, The Community Transit Lines are no longer In business, 
having been taken over by Natchez City Lines, Inp., ^ The Uity arq extremely 

slow in answering mail, do not use tokens, and have none of the old tplceiia Ihft, . 


— J» M, Coffee, Jr* 
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NEW ISSUES 


TerjninAl Islfind, C.?ilif, (R, Atwood) 

Bz PS St*-sc Terininfil Island Transit Co. 

G-ood For One Zoiie Rare 
Pueblo, Colo. (E* Levy) 

. Wi 16 Bar Arkansas yalley R» L.. &P.. Co. 

Good For One Fare Pueblo (CoTToer-plated) 

WM P3 Bar- Arkansas Valley R. Tj.,' & P„ Co, 

Good For s Fare ■(Co'OT)er-T>lated) 

Vffi 23 Bai: Southern Colorado Power Co, ^ 

Good For 5 Fare (Coir'-'er-'Dlated) 

WM 16 Bar : Southern Colorado Power Co, .Pueblo' 

Good For One Fare Pueblo (Co-D'oer-r-plated) 
Ottawa, 111, (F, Barnett) 

' Bz 23 Bar W, A. F. Transportation Co, Inc, (bus) 

Good For One Fare (bus) 

East Dubuque, 111, (H, Porter) 

Bz 23 Sd ■ East Dubuque’ Elebtric Co,. Good For One Fare 
One Fare Full ED 


.Springfield, 111, (P, Ginther) 

W^^ 16 S Suringf iold Transioortation Co, 

Good For One Fare (copuer-plated) 
S 16 S Suringfield Transport^tionCo. 

Good For One Fare (cou'oer-'Dloted) 


B 16 S , Suringf iel'd TransTXDrtation Co, 

Good Tor One Fare. ( co’ouer-plated) 
Bz 16 S-ec Suringfield Tfans-oortation Co. 

Good For One Fare 
Hagerstown, Md. (M, Emrlck) 


Full 


16 Sd The Potonac Edison Co, PE 

Good For One. Fore PE . 

Grand Haven, Mich, (R, Atwo 9 d) . 

Bz 23 Bar Grand Ha''''en Transit Lines (bus). 

Good For One Child's Fare (bu's)( silver-’Dlated) 
Philadel-nhia, Pa. (D, Andrews) 

Wi 18 Ch Phila, & Carfden Ferry Co. 

Good For One Passenger (raised collar) 

Salt Lake City, Utah (R. Atwood) 

W! 23 Bh Salt Lake City Lines ■ 

Good: For One Fore > " ’ 


Clarksburg, W, ■'La. (C, Cook) 

B 16 Bar City Lines of West Virgi'tiia, Inc. City Lines 

Good For One Token Fare City Lines ( s live r-ula ted) 


NEW DISCOVERIES 

India neT)Olis, Ind, (H. Porter) 

Gb 23 Sd Citizens St. R,R,. Co. Indn-ols, One Fare 

(street car) 

Dubuque, Iowa (J. Coffee) • . . ., 

Bz ’23 S" Interstate- Power Company Dubuqiie,, low'e 

Good For One School Faye , . ’ 

Elizabeth City,; N. C, (D. M» Peebles) . . , ; 

B 41 Sd* Lucas Va.-Car, Bus Lines J, P» Luces Prop, (sc) 

Round Trir) Fare ■ $3,90- 
potersburg, Va, (D, M, Peebles)’ 

, A 22 Sd _ Maitland Brothers Bus Dine - , ■ 

Good For One Fare •(# ' * ' ‘ ' , ' . ‘ ' 



THE DEPOUR STORY 
By Paul Tf-rgonsky, A.V.A.#34 

At the first ennvial picnic of the MerideJi Coin Cluh held on July P5, 1948, I 
received half a dozen transportation ' tokens from Mr, 0, ■C. Schilke, Two of these 
were as listed below. At the time, the gentleman -told me that they were from 
Lakeville, Connecticut, and were < 5 p.ite rare. 

Since I did not have Atwood's list at the time, I. had no. idea whether or not 
the tokens hod been listed, Pinally, I gave these two tokens to Mr. Max Schwartz 
in April of this year. 

It was nt Mr. Schivartz’ '-suggestion that I v/rife this article and send this 
information to The Fare Box, Again in June, I asked Mr, Schilke where he got the 
tokens, and he told me that he -got them from Mr, Leslie D, Dufour personally, a 
few years back. He told me that they were used as fares- at a -orivate school in 
Lakeville, After a little research at our public library, I found out that there 
was a Hotchkiss School located there. I contacted.' the present headmaster, and he 
quickly affirmed my tho^ights, and gave me more information, as. well as the address 
of Mr. Dufour. I contacted Mr/’Dufour, and after several weeks wait, a letter 
arrived, containing two brass tokens as well as some more information about the 
transit line. ■ . . 

Birring the years of 19PP to 19P6, Mr, Bufo\ir ran a taxi service from the 
Hotchkis<5 School to the center of Lakeville, He used seven passenger Buick sedans 
The fare was tv/enty-f ive cents for the round trip, payable in advance. The token 

was good for the return trip. Mr. Dufour said that he had these tokens made this 

size because they fitted into a penny change carrier v/hich he carried on his belt. 

They were struck only in brass and aluminum, and there was only one design. 

And so this is the Dufour Story (Maverick Ho. 8 — July, 1948) as I found it. 
Many thanks for the help of Mr. Schilke and Mr, Dtifoiir, 

JIAVERICKS LOCATED 

Lakeville, Conn. (P, Targonsky) 

B 19 Sd Leslie D, Dtxfour 

Grood For One Ride , 

A 19 Sd Leslie D. Dufour ... 

Good For One Ride ' , , 

PATTERNS, FREAKS,. AMD ERRORS 
Kansas City, Mo. (F. Greene) 

3 16 Sd K.C.Rys, Co, Full Fare (stars) 

(same as obverse) . 

16 Sd K.C.Rys. Co,- Fuji Fare (stars) 

( same as obverse) 

B 16 sm-sc K.C.Rys, Co, Full Fare (stars) 

(seme as obverse) 

On the above, Mr. Greene reports that there are 4 brass solids, 1 WI?, and 11 sm-sc 

$ 

On August 14, Kansas City fares go to 13^, tokens P/SS ... The token from 
Midland, Michigan, is not made of aluminum as listed in the check list. Rather, 
it is m.ade of "dowmetal" a product of .Dow Chemical Co, whose home office is theie 
... The scarce 'Mt, Lowe itens were recently found in quantity, 

ROSTER OF dHANGB OF ADDRESS 

D, M, Peebles, Jr. A,T,A.#13 .. S91P Cortland Place, II. W, Washington 8,D,C 
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1^2.00 

1.00 


; SUBSeRIPTION RATES 

One year, ^ 

One year (special rate to members of A.V.A,)-. 

Ail subscriptions expire with the December issue. Those who subscrpe 
now will receive the back issues to complete the volume, as available. 


ADVERTISING RATES 

One .line ,|0. 35 ^ch line over 3 

Two. lines..-.;................. .65 Half Page. 5.00 

Three lines. 1.00 Full page 10. UU 

Members of the A.V.A. will be granted a 33^ discount on all advertising, 
The fastest way to increase your circle of correspondents for trading 
tokens is an ad in The Fare Box. The results will , amaze you. 


. BACK ISSUES 

Back issues of The Fare Box are available at 10^ each (no discounts). 
All issues from July, 1%7, except the following , are on hand in very 
limited quantities: July, 1947; September, 19A7; April, 1942; .March, 
1949; April, 1949; May, 1949. The material contained in the back 
issues is just as timely and important as that which appears in this 
issue I ' 


■ ! THE' ”C T T' OMAHA" TOKEN 

By Edgar Levy 

In the September, 194^, issue of The Fare Box I reported the dis- 
covery of a token emanating from Chiaha, Nebraska, bearing the tantaliz- 
ing, initials "C T T OiviAHA" ahd nothing to identify: the issuing company. 
Since that time I have, made a diligent search to try and discover just 
what those initials stand for, I think I have got the'answer. 

In June of ISS 4 , there was organized a company by the name of 
Cable Tramway, Operations commenced in December of ISS 7 . ’ This' company 
consolidated with the Omaha Horse Railway in 13S9 using the- name Omaha 
St. Ry. Co, In 1901 they were- all merged into ' the- Omaha & .Council 

Bluffs St. Ry, Co, • ■ ' 

> , . . ■ 

My search leads me to believe that the Cable Tramway must have 
been Cable Tramway Traction or Cable Traction Tramway; thus the initials 
C T T. Does any AVA member have a better solution? 


5|C 


Mr; K.W. Snyder has moved to a new address , which is: K. W. SNIDER 
I5i GLENlfTOOD AVENUE - SEVILLE --HOTEL, ROOM •327' - MINNEAPOLIS 4, MINN.: < 
His new telephone is MIN 9463. Mr. Snyder announces .that all collect- 
ors are welcome at all times,- 'day or night. Just call up or cbme up' 
when in Minneapolis, 


The token listed under .Lewiston, Ida, , . in the JUNE new issues was a v 
Amistdke. ‘No such token exists.. In the MAY issue, the Northfieldj Minn,, 
token should have been 21mm,, not 2Qnm* • - : . . 
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B OS TON » S ■ HORS EC AR- OLOGY 
(From nn orticlu, by' Morris Freedmon) 

•The. fjLjr.s.t h.orsejcar in Boston consisted :of a. private line and van 
betv;e<eni .Har.yard/ SqjuaVe and' Somerville, • -The. aars .were simply coaches 
pulled by horses over' a ’flat rail. Although at' first many were skep- 
tical -af the advantages of this mode of transportation, nevertheless 
•it was a big amproveraent over walking or wagons or coaches pulled over 
.. rough, and almost impassable streets. 

The horsecar was a picturesque vehicle, ' "The driver of the single 
horsecar had complete charge. He droye the- horse swung the car on 
•'the- tvirn, t^bl?. At the end of the line, and collect.ed fares,. The fare 
bpK» on. some. of. the cars was set upon a platform, fp, view of the driver. 
Passengers deposited their nickels -(when the fare, was^’ five cents) in 
slots on a conduit which ran from the interior pf the’ car to the fare 
box. The driver could see the nickels go into the fare box, but he wes 
unable to touch them. 

Picturesque though it was, 'it wasri^f a ’•ver'y efficient 'means of 
transportation,' and strange as it. may seem, some complained of the high 
rate of speed that the cars attained. At one time there’ were as many 
as eighteen different horse railway companies owning and operating 
» street railways in Boston, and the network of tracks in the main thor- 
. oughfare, with the variety of lines, was as bewildering to the stranger 
' as the narrow tangled streets. The .competition brought improved ser- 
vice and appearance, A warm stove and hay on the floor vras provided 
fof* the passenger's comfort in winter,. Fares varied from 50 to 12^4. 

.Tow boys were quite prominent in Roxbury and Dorchester and in 

town where there were - steep hills. These lads stayed at the foot of 
the hill with an extra horse or two. When” the car came they ju-st* 
hitched the extra horse on, and helped the other horse or horses up 
the hill. 

In l^By practically all of the transportation lines serving Bos- 
ton and vicinity ■were consolidated into the system known as the West 
End Street Railway Company, ' . 

Soon the age changed and more speed was .dema,nded by Bostonians, 

The officials of the West End Railway began to search for a much faster 
and more .efficient , way of transportation. Thus,, came the electric 
railway car,. The horsecars ' were doomed. They- were rapidly replaced 
until the last one, used on Marlboro Street, was taken out of service 
in December, 1900, 

(We wish to thank Mr^ K, V/, Snyder for sending in the above art- 
icle on Boston's horsecars.) 


The Oklahoma Railvray Company has changed its name to "City Bus Co.*',,, 
there, are only S of the 21mm. Northfield, Minn., known to exist... the 
fare at Lakewood, Ohio, is 250 cash or 5 tokens for $1, so the check 
list price of 100 is. obviously incorrect .. .the white metal ChiCkasha, 

' Okla,, token listed last month- as a new issue does not exist; it was 
a mistake. Mr. Wpbster' reports to us-,- 

MAITLAND BR0S7~BUT'LINE"'-~M0ST FASOTATOTG OF THEF! ALL 

Through 'pifre' luck',-- I 'have, a very...jfew pf these rare tokens — Va 620-‘C & L 
PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS ;. D.M, Peebles, Jr. 2912- Cortland Place-,- N. ¥, , 

; Washington S, D. C., A- Inquiries ‘invited for trades.. 
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VIRGINIA ■ NOTES 


While searching the city in hopes of finding. some of the old 
Portsmouth tokens, I chanced to meet a prominent citizen, historian,, 
and a native of some sixty odd years* Although he v/as unable to 
help me find any of the old tokens, he told me of the old lines ^ 
which ran about the turn of the century. The . Portsmouth St. Railway 
Co, sold tokens at the rate of six for a quarter~SGld in envelopes. 
In 1902 , plans were made for a street Oar line, to end all lines. 

The Newport News Bridge was the answer to everything, (Portsmouth 
is about seven miles from Newport News.) Nevertheless, the Norfolk, 
Portsmouth, & Newport News Street Railway was organized. As you 
can imagine, the seven mile street car bridge was never built, but 
the N. P. & N. N, did operate street cars from Portsmouth to the 
point where the bridge was to have -been built,. The company went out 
of business in 1905, The important note is that ' ray friend in Ports- 
mouth insists that the Norfolk, Portsmouth &. Newport News Street ' _ 
Railway Co, used tokens. Vi/hile he had no tokens, he has given me 
enough information to make me believe that some will turn up before 
very long— IF 1 can find the right parties, 

>,* 

Petersburg now has a unified bus system. After first selling 
Kenilworth line to Petersburg Transit, Maitland now is selling 

the Ferndalc line, Petersburg Transit already has possession of the 
old High Street line. 

Maitland Brothers have issued a very interesting lot of tokens 
and most of them, are very scarce. Those which arc hardest to obtain 
are Va, 620-0 & L. This is easily shown by the fact that even Hr. 
Atwood, and Mr, Underwood needed one each until this month. I was 
very fortunate in obtaining 'a very few each of these. 

Evidently anticipating an early sale of his linos, fir, Maitland 
let his supply of the "IQ-sc” get low. When this occured, he placed 
into use several dozen of the aluminum tokens which were delivered 
without being punched ”10", and these were used during the past 
several months. Since I saw one on the bUs, I thought I would ask 
Mr, fiaitland if he had anymore. He told me that he had quite a 
supply, but as he had received a few now tokens, he threw most of the 
solids away. I was able to obtain the only four of this very unique 
item. (-ED. NOTE: These probably were fed to the pigs.) 

Fare on all Petersburg lines now is ten cents, tokens 3/25. 
Naturally, all Maitland tokens are now obsolete. 

PEEBLES 


RECENT FARE CHANGES; The Indiana Railroad in Anderson has raised the 
token rate from 3 for 255^ to 5 for 45^» • •Jamestown Motor Bus Transp* 
Co, (New York) has raised token rate from 4 for 25ji to 3 for . 

Penn Transit of McKeesport has raised fare from 5 for 3 O 54 to 5 for 
35?i. . .Williamsport (Pa.) Transp, Co. has raised fare from 4 for 250 
to 4 for 300, ■ 


I NEED WANT-LISTS 1 IF YOU HAVE NOT SENT ME YOUR LATEST WANT-LIST, 
PLEASE LET ME HAVE A COPYv' AND' I’LL SEND' YOU A: COPY OF MINE, IF YOU 
D0N»T HAVE ONE, MAKE ONE. THE FASTEST 'VlAY TO GET MORE TOKENS IS. BY 
SENDING OUT YOUR WANT-LIST. I HAVE MANY GOOD DUPES ON HAND NOW. 

J. M. COFFEE, JR. - 3133 CONNECTICUT A VE. - WASHINGTON D.C. 


wiveotwist.com 




KENNETH SMITH PURCIUSES THE COLLECTION OF- THE L/iTS RAY B. COOPER 

(The Cooper collection has long been -known as one of the largest 
collections of transportation tokens in the world, probably among the, . 
two largest, r4r,’ Smith’s account follows:) ' ; ' ' 

The Cooper collection consisted of, all told, 10,70^ tokens, and, 
627 Other coins, slugs, etc,, to make a total of 11,325 pieces — of 
which there were about 5,300 to 5,A-00 different tokens, especially 
nearly complete in foreign. I had another 50 to 100 pieces that Ray 
lacked, such as the Minot C; Sheboygan C; Superior B; Nevada, la. A; 
and others, some scarce and some not too, I think I have about 5, 4-00 
(maybe ,a .little over) different tokens now. Also within the past year 
I bought 2 smaller collections so now I figure I will have- about 14,000 
duplicates in 3,500 types. Had 4,000 .in my collection before acquiring 
Ray’s, Will try to help all collectors fill those vacant spots if I 
get their want lists. There may be a slight delay as .1 am recovering 
from a stay at the' hospital where I lost 19 poimds. Went from 202 to 
183 lbs, which is not tod heavy for my height of 6 feet 4 inches, and 
don’t feel so well. So please excuse if I don’t answer so promptly, 

Kenneth Smith - P.O. Box 888 - Big Spring, Texas 


THE PENNANT TOKEN OF EVERETT, WASHINGTON 
By Hal J, Daggett 

This writer has checked thoroughly with not only the owner of the 
establishment but with the local bus company officials who, incident- 
ally, can offer no trustworthy explanation of the Pennant fare check. 

He also checked at the City Hall with several old timers and from their 
leads finally arrived at the conclusion as stated below. Their story 
checked with the information, as understood) by the store owner. The 
token was not ever iised in the memory, of the present stgre owner or 
the local bus company operators. The token is definitely a fare check 
and was not used in recent times but probably sometime, prior to 192^0, 
although there is no way to substantiate the time of actual use. pther 
than a few in the hands of collectors there are not more than three 
of these tokens in existence because when the present owner took over 
the establishment he had a small quantity which he gave to his children 
to play with and when Atwood advised him of their great scarcity he 
found most had been lost. He is extremely hard to approach and after 
bringing pressure to bear upon him through mutual friends and getting 
acquainted I am sure that this story is correct. 

At one time it was customary for those persons who played cards 
or drank in the Pennant to find they were short of funds, occasionally. 
In these cases the store would sometimes give good customers one of the 
special tokens reading. ONE FARE so they could get on the sti'eetcar and 
ride home using the token for car fare. At the end of the month the 
streetcar company would take the tokens to the store and get their 
money from the store. In other. words, an accomodation or a convenience 
token. Unusual to say the least ! ... ... 

There are- 'two items vdiich are inscribed PENNANT - EVERETT , 'WN • ■ 

One of these says "GOOD FOR 5^ IN TRADE” on the reverse. This is NOT 
a transportation token; it is a trade check. The one which is a fare 
token in inscribed ’’GOOD FOR ONE FARE 5^” bn the reverse. This token, 
is undervalued in the Check List, it being worth 2 tp .4 tiirtes that much. 


free download from: www.vecturist.com- 



HISTORY OF LOUISVILLE RAIL LINES 

(From an airticle in, the Louisville Courier- Journal by Paul Hughes) 

April 25, I 94 S. The streetcars which in a century helped devel- 
ops Louisville into a modern industrial city will stop clanging through 
the streets after next Saturday;/ If a coroner's jury ever sits over 
their demise, it will have to call them the victims of carbon monoxide 
poisonihgr--the exhaust, fumes of automobiles and busses. 

The automobile replaced the horse in the United States much more 
rapidly than it drove out the streetcar. The end of the 10J+-year life 
span of Louisville’s streetcar transportation— steam., mule and elect- 
ric — came almost exactly 40 years after the first automobile show here 
—April 24 , 190 s. 

In 1920 , the Louisville Railway Company operated more than 4 OO 
streetcars; After Derby Day--before their journal .boxes will have 
cooled from the job of hauling their share of the Derby crowds out to 
Churchill Downs, and back home again — the last 44 creaky trolleys that 
still remain in service will bow out. Pretty much beat up from 25 to 
40 years of hauling people all over the city, these once-proud vehicles 
will be jammed 'together on some short stretch of spur track until they 
can be disposed .of , Some v/iil be converted into roadside hamburger 
stands. A few might become tool cars for some railroad construction 
’’crew. Most of them probably will end up as scrap metal, V/hile they 
sit thus idle and neglected their placed will be taken by Diesel buses 
and trolley coaches, giving, it is, hoped, better, cleaner, and more 
efficient service, . 

Since about 1920, no new streetcars were purchased. 'In that; time, 
however, the railway company bought 27- gasoline buses, 127 Diesel 
buses and 60 trolley coaches to run on 175 miles of transit routes in 
the city and suburbs. In that same period, the system gradually dwind- 
led from its one-time 125 miles of single track until today it stands 

as but a ghostly shadow of its former self — 10,116 miles. 

Back in IB 66 , a Louisville, booster wrote enthusiastically that no 
other city of a similar size in the world has half as many lines of, 
street railway track as Louisville. And shortly before the first el- 
ectric car was operated here (September 21, 1$S9), a railway conipahy 
report showed 2,150 mules were in use in the city system. 

The Brook-Chestnut line came in for more then local' fame. It is 
said that Fontaine Fox, the cartoonist and a one-time Louisvillian, got 
the idea for his Toonerville Trolley from the old Brook Street cars. 

The first rail venture . in Louisville was the Louisville & Portland 

Railway Cdmpany’s three-mile line that traversed Main Street, It used 
steam-powered cars. This line was chartered ahd opened in 1^44. to 
handle passengers, baggage and some freight between about First Street 
and a point below the Falls, In those days before the , canal was built, 
all through steamboat business was blocked by the Falls,, Everybody 
and everything had to be unloaded, hauled around the Falls, and reload- 
ed, • 

• The line must have been poorly built, because in IS 46 the Legis- 
lature authorized refinancing and reissue of stock, ’’the road being 
greatly out of repair,” In IS 64 Louisville City Railway was launched 
with horse-drawn cars. The following year the Central Passenger RR 
Company was organized. It built lines along Fourth, from Main to Oak, 



and l/alnut, from Garden to iSth. Then in 1G66, came the Citizens Pas- 
senger Railroad Company, which bought out the old L & P company and 
laid rails in ferket Street from Woodland Gardens -to 21st Street, Sev- 
eral smaller firms were chartered in this period, but in a series of 
consolidations the field was divided between two companies by 1S72-- 
Louisville City and Central Passenger, After years of bickering and 
skirmishing, the Louisville Railway Company was formed in IS90 to take 
oyer the competitors. 

Electrification was .started in ISS9, but was not completed until 
1901. That is the year the last horse-car line, Walnut and Crescent 
Hill, was given up. Fear of high speed and early lack of safety de- 
vices kept the horses and mules on the job until then, 

The streetcar system reached its peak in the 1920’s, and then 
started to contract, with rubber and gasoline taking the place of tracks 
and electricity. The one-car Hancock Street line went early. Sometime 
ih, the 1930 ’s the Brook-Chestnut-Fifth line was abolished completely. 
Then buses began to replace the trolleys, Broadway, Portland and 
Shelby, Preston and iSth; Walnut-Crescent Hill, Market-Clifton all went 
either to buses or trolley coaches. Then buses took over the Jefferson- 
Bardstown Road line. Oak Street, 12th, Sixth and Seventh Streets, Fin- 
ally, the Chestnut-Barret succumbed, and. then, only last year, ^Second, 

That left Fourth Street, which the company had intended to retain 
permanently 'as a streetcar' line. It planned to provide for it the new 
"rubber-tired" high-speed trolleys. A load of trams was shipped here 
on flatcars. A hubbub set in and,, after a sort of plebiscite, in 
which the public indicated it wanted rubber instead of steel, they 
were swapped to Cleveland for new Diesel buses. Both they and trolley 
coaches henceforth will ply on the city »,s main stera^ 


The above story of Louisville’s streetcar systems is less a hist- 
ory than a tragedy. It is typical of the tragic dirge which is being 
copied from coast to coast as cities think they are "modernizing" when 
they discard streetcars in favor of buses, after "a sort of" plebiscite. 
We dedicate this issue of The Fare Box to the electric streetcar. Long 
may it reign I Our thanks to Frank Greene for sending in the article 
on Louisville, 



5|C 



Mr. Harry L. Porter sends us some interesting information on the 
Douglas County Street Railway Co, and its’ token, which was discovered 
July 10, 1948, The token was used, in Superior, Wise., in the late 
I890'»s. The company then reorganized and became known as the Duluth 
Street Railway Co, Later the name was changed to Twin Ports Electric 
Lines, and it is now known as the Duluth-SUperior Transit Company. 

These tokens have been out of circulation for over 30 years, and they 
were destroyed as fast as collected after the company reorganized. The 
lettering on it is similar to that on the Sturgeon Bay Bridge tokens. 


FOR S ALE ■- MY COLLECTION .OF 300 DIFFERENT- taENS. MAKE CASH BID BY 
SEPTEtiBER 1. ALSO SETS OF 5 DIFFERENT SAN FRANCISCO & OAKLAND TOKENS 
FOR 5O95. — DON BUSWELL - 1B12 CAMBRIDGE, DR. - ALANIEDA, CALIFORNIA 
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Nothing hnf? hf^meneA since the issue-- insofer ??s transportation tokens 

are concerned — that warrants the rise of a *Vheadline** in this issue. Things have 
been deT)lorably slow* probably the old ^^sunner slump. 

One thing that should be np ted now— —before we forget it— is that the next 
meeting of our American l^ecturist Association will be held Saturday, October P9, 
1949, in' the office of Jiax M. Schwartz - 134 West 58th Street - New York 19, 

This will be mentioned again in, the October issue, but We^re giving you plenty of 
warning so that the usual excuses for absence by so many members will have the least 
possible basis.' At this meeting, those present will go through the formality of 
electing the officers nominated at the last (Detroit) convention, Det^s make this 
meeting the best The New York meetings usually have the biggest attendence* 

:: Qollectors will doubtless notice that this issue of The Fare Box contains only 
six pages. This certainly isn‘t the fault of your Editors. We have written letters 
to a number of prominent collectors soliciting articles and news items — something 
unprecedented and something the Editors should not have to do* The response was 
meager to put it mildly. It wasn^t the fault of those we wrote to— they have al- 
ready written most of the Fare Box articles. How about some of the rest of you 
submitting articles to us? Wve us the story of how you found your pet token; send 
us in a history of the horsecar and streetcar lines of your city, with an emphasis 
on the fare structure; give- us the story of the) old tokens of your .city; send in any 
interesting coraments, pet peeves, or gossip that cones to your mind... we need that 
kind of material to make this Fare Box what you v/ant it to be— big 'and newsy. This 
is directed especially at you readers that we never hear from except when your issue 
arrives late. By far the most imperative news that our readers must furnish us is 
that of New Issues and Discoveries. To know of a new token and not to report it to 
your Fare Box is to be Just as guilty of neglect as the Editors would be were they 
to forget to get out the issues I The size- of The Fare Box depends on your contrib- 
utions more than on anything else ! It is because of this lack of material sent in 
by readers that we have given ourselves a larger than usual space for personal ads. 
Let^s hope that this will not be necessary/ in future issues. 

There have lately been several offers for sale of collections by prominent col- 
lectors. This is unfortunate, both for those- who feel that they must dispose of 
their collections and fo^ the hobby in general. It doesn’t seem to us that the 
small pecuniar^'' gain received for a trensportat ion token collection, nearly can com- 
pensate for the lods of the hours of enjoyment which it affords us. We earnestly 
suggest that those who are thinking of selling will think again— are the few dollars 
really worth It? ' ' ' ’ 


THS ALUIUUIM oraiige street bus tokens 


CONN 305 0 «nd H will be found on just about every w?int-li8t inesnuch es 
there is only one of ench in existence. They were used between 19P0 end 19?8 
by the issuing compeny, when the outfit owned only three buses, end the three 
present executives were the three drivers. The numbers on the reverses of the 
tokens refer to the niunber of the bus on which thet particuler token wrs sold. 
There is a third token of this design, with a ”?■” on the back, but one of these 
has yet to come into a collector's hands. The fare at the time these were used 
was 9 for 50j#, and it was only recently raised from this rate. 

The Check List valuation of one dollar was placed on them at the time they 
turned up due to the fact that I had optimistic hopes of finding others. It now 
is evident, however, that few if any more of them will appear. Although the Pres- 
ident of the company remembers when '’the whole basement was covered with those 
things,” he has been finable to locate any beyond the two he reluctantly sold me 
for two dollars each. 

The actual size of these tokens, by the way, is 19mm. in diameter — the same 
size as a penny- — and not 18mm. as stated in the Check List, At the time I listed 
the tokens as 18mm,, I had checked them with another 19mm, token Atwood listed as 
18mm,, so the fault is not wholly mine ! 

The Rochester (I'l.Ya) Transit GorT)orp?t ion hes brought out e new bronze token; 
it is with an in the center; we crnnot list it in this issxie, hov/ever, 

becf>use we doiiH heve the eXr">ct inscription* *. oThe three zone checks listed in the, 
July issue from Gaffney, S.C*, may be fare tokens in their own right--at least 
the company sells them at the regular fare rates and refers to them as ^^tokens”.** 
The, Herring Gove (Alaska) tokens are actually from Ketchikan, not Kodiak.*, All the 
Northern Bus fibres from Ketchikan ha^^e always been ALL RED*.**The new discovery 
listed in this issue from Prescott, Ariz., was used as a f^re between the 
Government hospital at Whipple, and Prescott; it is believed the token was used 
sometime in the 195^0 ’ s^ . *Capital Transmit in Washington, D.O*, is oxhibeting all 
■forms of transit used in Washington*-*- from omnibus through horsecar and cablecar 
to modern streamliner— in the past 100 years, as its participation in *^Transit 
Progress Day** - September other Cities will have similar observances* 

In the next (October) issue of The Pare Box, we hope to run as complete as 
possible a listing, of nenufactxxrer ’ s sam-nles. These make an extremely Interesting 
sideline of collecting, and there are lots of them. Please cooperate and report 
any you have to The Pare Box. 


Otiliiltili. 

THE NICHOLS HILLS TOiCSN 

This interesting and nrim.itive-looking emission from Oklahoma City was used 
in 1936 only, and sold at the rate of \2s'P each. They were used on buses operated 
by the Nichols P.ealty Company to connect their Nichols Hills development xvith the 
City, 


HERE ARE A PEW, DUPES I'TE BEEN TRYING TO GET RID OF: Nichols Hills. . .Jackson, 
Tenn,, horsecars, . .Jacobs Creek, Pa,, ISmr, bridge token, . .Dayton, Ohio, postoffice 
token. ,»NY 945 P, , .Waterloo, Iowa, school token. , .Plattsburgh Traction... 

many, many more in stock. What - am I bid in trade or cash? NOTE NEW ADDRESS : 

J. H. COFFEE, JHl. - P.O, BOX 334 - NEW HATON, CONN. 
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23 
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A 

20 

Pc 
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A 

24 
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LIST OF UIIIDBNTIFIED TKANSPOKIAIION TOKENS 

White Star Omnihus Company 

Good For One Fare 

Auto Bus Line Mitchell & Olson 

Good For One Way 

J.J,T,M, Good For One Ride 

(same as obverse) 

Cross town E:cpress Inc. 

Good For One Fare 
Crosstown Sxnress Inc, 

Good For One Fare 

County Motorbus Co. E. R, Rush 

Good For 1 Fare 

J, A. Maddox Transfer Phone 55 Good to Rettirn 
(blank) 

J, A. Maddox Transfer Phone 55 Good to Return 
(blank) 

Nevins & Mallery Bus Line Not Good From Deuot to Hotel 
Good From Hotel to Depot Bagyage ir’34567890 
Good For One Ride W, Smyth 
(blank) 

Terhiimes Yellow Bus Line 
Good For 1 Fare 

Graham 8t Li.ike Buss Lino 

Good For One Ride From Gonstaris House to Denot 
Car Fare Exchange 5?# 

(blank) 

Newberry’s Bus Line Good For One Ride From Hotel to Depot 
(blank) 

Newberry's Bus Line , Good For One Ride From Hotel to Depot 
(blank) • ' 

, L & J Bus Line 
1 Trip 

•Depot (streetcar) 

(same ss obverse) 

' Checker . Taxi Go. ■’ • ' ■ . . 

Good For One Zone Fare • ... 

Good For 1 Ride at Stock’s' 

(blank) 

Alaska Horae Railway Company. 84 
(blank) 

Good Only On Worth Side Bridge ■ ‘'^oot Pa.ss,_ 

R, L. O.rr ’Svipt, 

Hill & Horner Trans. Go. Inc. lO^.- 
(same as obv rse) 

TJ. 5. Navy 1^ N.D. 

Fare Token 

King & Holden Auto Hac-k Line 
15(# One Way - Round Trip -F5^ 

S. ,A.:r.T. St. -R.R. Co., t Fare- School 
(blank) 

Ware Harris Bu'' Lino ■ . ' 

Good For One Fare -54 ' 

Dent Coach Linos 
Good For One Fare 
Bay Park. Bus Line Inc. Female 
Good For Cm; -F-ido Female 
Twin Lakes 
Good For 1 Ride 
Interurban No. 1 
■ Intcrurban No,' 2, . 



(LIST 

OP TLIIDPNTIPISD TIAITSPORT.-TION TOKENS 

- Continued) 

31. 3 

P5 Sd 

Tsxi ‘Nervier 

Oood For Cno '’5?^ Bido ■■ 


3S. B 

a 3 C5 Q 

Srist Sidfi Only 

Good For One Zone Frire 


33. A 

00 Sd 

W. E„ Ervin 

Good For Ono Prre 


34. 3 

39 Sd 

Pt^rry Check 1 Single Rip 
(blank) 

A.' & I. T, & .F. 

35, 3 

34 Fc 

P. T. A. M. Fikc F.I, J. 
(blank) 

C. Lillibridge 

36. 3 

33 Sd 

Oook Transportation Go. 

Good For One Pare 


37. B 

-^8 Fc 

Bus Pare I.N.W. ■ ' ’ 

(blank) 


38. 3 

30 Sd . 

ILOILO Transportation 

I T CO 

• • 


The above constitutes a conrjlete listing of transioortp tion tokens for vrhich 
the issuing locelity is unknown^ Any information as to origin of rny of them 
will be grc^^tly rnnrecia ted. Collectors are urged to refer to the ’ unident if ied 
tokens by the niimber assigned, as it is uerfnanent, 

ijt )(» 

TIS ALTB’IIHU:! ST'IRGIIOlJ BAY BHlBCIi: TOICSH 
By Yonneth -Smith ' 

I was looking a?"ound via mail in sturgeon for a Sturgeon Bay brass 
token when I stumbled across an old woman nearly 80 who was running a boarding 
house* When this Sturgeon Bay Bridge Co* w?^s first formed, her husband worked 
for it and they started to use alirnin^im tokens, but after. a few months they switcheo 
to brass ones and called in all the aluminum ones and destroyed them. Her husband 
put aside throe ^'luminum ones, all three of which I bought , from her»‘ Until I dis- 
covered these three tokens in alumimxm, they were unknown in that motal (Sur‘’ner.of 
1947 I found them). These throe tokens went into ( l). my collection; ('t) Atwoo-d*s; 
(3) Cooler’s* TJt) to now no other aluminums have shown up so it is a safe bet that 
there are no more than three of them in existence. . O.f course; the bras'^ ones are 
more common — probably aboixt five Or six in existence* The reaso’^ they changed to 
brass was that the rluj^^ln^Tm ones wore getting beat and damaged tro much. 

After getting tokc-^ns I wrote her about obtaining some dr^ta for me. -After 

a long delay she wrote me and asked if I still wanted this information and, if so, 
she would send it to me. I wrote ht r back and said that I still was desirous of 
obtaining it. About a week after I wrote back I wrs reading the rooming u"per and 
noticed, on the first rage, a story of a bru.tf'l slaying of an old lady in Stiirgeon 
Bay by a roomer for money, and then I looked at the name— it was hers I There went 
my story. I tried lat^ r to get this dat^^ only to^ have the, Uturga^on Bay police 
jump on me, and they even h^^d the Minneapolis police check '■ me. Hever could get 
that data* , - • • ■ 

This shows that you never know wh^ t will hruren when, you start to look for ‘a 
token. A guy can even get tangled ut) in a murder l- 

The alu’^inun Sturgeon Bay bridge token is WIS 870 B. The Check .List lists both ”A<* 
and as brass. Only is brass; is alum’imim. Correct it now, not later. 
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Wilmington, 
WI^ 16 W 

m 16 W 

W 16 W 

S 16 W 


Delaware (R. Winant) 

Delaware El-ectric Power Co^ 

Good For One Fare (co'P'ner-'Dlated) 

Wilmington & Philadelphia Tr, Co, 

Good For One Fare (copper-plated) 

Delaware Ooach Company 

Good For One' Faro (copper-plated) 

Delaware Coach Company 

Good For One Fare (copper— plated) 


Jeffersonville, Indiana' (W, Black) 

W .SO Bar Jeff Coach Lines Jeffersonville, Ind, (BUS) 
Good 'For- One Fare (BUS) 

Clinton, Iowa (A. Allen) 

B F3 Bar Clinton Street Railvifay Co. (BUS) 

Good For One Fare (BUS) 

Kansas City, Missoari (F. Grecme) 

WM 16 Bar Kansas City Public Service Co. (STAR) 

Full Fare J, A. Harder Trees. (STAR) 

St, Louis, Missouri (W. Black) 

mi 16 U United Railways Co. of St. Louis 1918 
Good For One City Fare (copper— plated) 

Grand Forks, ITopth Dakota (H. Koller) 

WM 16 Bar Graud, Forks Tran>^porta tion Co. (BUS) 

Good For One Fare (BUS) (copper-plnted.) 

S 16 Bar Grand Forks . Tra.nsportatioh C'o. (BUS) 

Good For One Fare (B.US) ..(copper-plotcd) 

Hazleton, Pennsylvania (H. ^xxnev)' , . ' ■ . 

3 16 Sd Hazleton Auto-Bus Copipany H . 

Good, For- One Fare , K -■ - ■ ... 

Fairmount, -Wc'st Virginia (F. ir'oller). 

3 16 Sd C T Go Good For One lO'^ Fare 

(sane as obverse), ( s ilyer,-pl-ate_d.) 

Huntington, West ''’■irginia (C* Cook) 

b'M- 16 Bar Ohio Valley Tr-a ns it, Inc. O.V.T. 

Good ‘^'’or One Zom- 0'.''r.T, 


HEW DISCOVERIES 

Prescott, Ai'i'zoiia (W. Whitfield)' • ' • • ■ 

B 24 Sd ■ Prescott - Whipple- Stage ' Line Operated by Jno. F, & W. C. Sills 
Prescott, Ariz.' ' 

Stand - Biles -Lockhart Store One Way Faro 

Petersburg, Virginia (D. M. Peebles) 

A 25 Sd ■ M. B, Bus Line 

Good For lOj^ In Trade, (octagonpl) 
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VIRGIlJiA NOTES 

One of the scarcest tokens from Virginia is 5Q0-Kt While this item .was 
listed hy Mr* Atwood at 10^, .there are only three now in existence, and the 
proper price is about ^5,00, The Lynchburg Rap i4' Transit Cprapany was a two 
bus line which operated between 1921 and 1927 in jL^nichburg, The tokens wore 
sold at each, according to best information^ j One of these tokens was re- 
oontly purchased by a collector for S 4 * 00 , thus i’llustrating its actual value. 

I 

Althowrh the Norton and Big 2 tone G-at) tokens are listed at. face value, I 
certainly wo’ild like .to know where they can be obtained for anything near that 
price. The co.mpany does not answer mail, , and as a rule, money is never re- 
turned. Norton and Big Stone Oap are relatively sm.ell towns in the coal mining 
areas, and are not located on a main line railroad. 


After examining several doi^en Sandston By*- tokens that I have had for some- 
time, I find that, while some tokens have .different apucerances, when they are 
cleaned uo a bit, all are bronze. It might.be a ^good idea for those collectors 
who have bronze and ’^couDer** tokens to clean both uu, and see if there really is 
a difforvinco. A ”Fibreglas» eraser is suggested*./ y . . • 


D.M. Roubles, Jr. 2912 Cortland Place, N.W. Wash-DC. 

I NEEL MORE GOHRE SPOHLENTS AFI) KEREBY SOLICIT YOUR 
WANT LIST. MANY HARD-^TO-EINI) BUPLICATES ON HAND— 
ONLY ONE OR TWO OR MOST, HOl^/EVERv CHECK THESE;. 

S.S.Bus Line ... MeIntire Lined and Liners, Norman 
Okla. W* Mo & A. 15^ and 20^^ fibres ... P. .H.& 

C. Po Ry of Petersburg ... Maitland Bros. Bus Line 
(Va. 6"’0-C) & M. B. Bus Line (Va. 620-L) ... Steel 
Merrill, Wise. Ei;iployoe, also ... 26th St. Perry 
... W.K.&UMotor Line (l).C.500-H-I^.K-L-and-M.) . . ... 
Louisville City Railway (21 mm School Tokens) ... 
Bridge Transit Co. (21 mm.) . . A. B. & W. No, 7, 
(very scarce) 9 .. Bernacchia Bros ... Star Cab Co. 
...A. B. & W.—WI^ 20 V c Texas Electric Ry-23mm 

IIANY, MANY OTHERS ^ 

Be sure to send along your want list', bo'' I can look 
ov-^r everything. I v;ill send mine by return mail. 

WANTED— HIOHIST PRICES PAID 
Tor any of the following: . 

Ber]"'ley, Va. A B ... Fredericksburg ... Any Naval 
Base (Norfolk, items ... Petersburg, Ports *th, 

Richmond or Roanoke Merrill, Wise. ’’A** 

Long Island City and ... Freeiand, Pa, 

Also, any ether old or scarce tokens, as well as 
the common ones. Wo should be able to make a deal. 

anyone I)i:.SIRINC TO SWAP LOTS OF 100 DIFFERENT FOR 
THE SANE, SEND A POST CARD AND I * LL SEND. YOUR LOT 
IN THE MIL AT ONCE. SOME FAIR TOKENS ENGOLSBD. 

D. M. PE.Ej?LES, JP, 

29 IP CORTLAND PL/.CE, N. W. WASHINCTON 8 , D.C. #13 


•THJ] FOLLOWING LIST HAS BEEN 
CO!'I?ILED,WITH. THE HELP OF 
^iANT ■'?13CTrjRISTS, FOR MICH, 

. I-IANT THANKS. 

; COMPANIES VffiO DO NOT HLLr 
COLLECTORS— KEEP OR HOLD 
.CASH POE LONG PERIODS. 

AL/wBAi-lA 

Gardiuer Bus Lines 


■ CONNECTTCrJT 
City Bus Lines, Inc. 


INDIANA 

Terre Haute City Line s , . Inc . 
Fineennes Transit, Inc. 

IOWA 

East DuLutiue Electric Co. 

W. 0. r. & N. Railroad 


MICHIGAN 

P.etusky Traaisit Lines 


; > MISSOURI 

Sedalia Bus Go. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
City Transit Co. (Elkin) 

Safe Bus Co,, Inc. 

THIS LIST CONTINUED IN OCTOBER. 
Care was used in •orer)'' ration of 
this list, however ^ accetit no 
res-ponsihility |or matter herei 
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VuLJiafe 5 ' 1949 ""'litMBR lO 

'Veil.' At last you are reading your oopy of the October Fare Box— about fifty 
days late. There have been numerous reasons for this unfortunate delay, and most 
collectors kno’v these reasons. The following should satisfy the curiosity of most: 


; > \ v X v ♦ W > >' 


sr -f ¥ -r If. ^ :s ^ 3^ /I >> J** x >- ,y t* . ' Jf. >». . S)r i ' ^ t ; 

TnJi PRjiSIDhwT OF TnF AMERICM VECTURIST ASSOCIATION Alfi-IOUNCKS THaT iiR. D. MEaDE 
loEBLES, JR., HAS RELIEVED OF HIS DUTIES AS CO-EDITOR OF TIDS FARE BOX. UNTIL 

FURThEn NOTICE MR. JOHN M. COFFEE, JR., V/IlL ACT AS SOLE EDITOR THEREOF, AND aLL 
COiAiiiUNlGATIONS REOARDING THE FARE BOX IRE TO BE ^VDDRESSED TO MR, COFFEE aT P.O. BOX 

334 - NE'v Haven, Connecticut. 

^ -t R 4' ^ d' -r Sr >>• -»' sjf H ^ si? if. ^ ;<t if. i, ai* V Jtc ir' •»; »ift ■ A* >r i# : >. • J,: : . i Jf. . .f. i,, i. i .r J)« 4 : If .|s 


I am indeed sorry to lose the services of Mr, Peebles; and to take this op- 
portunity to thank him for the service he has rendered the hobby by making espec- 
ially large issues of this news-letter possible, seems altogether appropriate. 

Let no one be deluded into thinking that it is any simple matter to put this Fare 
Box out. It is a lot of hard work, and takes a lot of time. Mr. Peebles simply 
found he did not have the time to carry on. 

Now that I am handling the situation solely, I trust collectors ivill continue 
to send in articles and items of interest. Be sure to send them to my address here 
in New Haven, Connecticut (P.O. Box 334). v;e are closing the 'Washington address. 

I shall do my best to bring you at least six pages each issue, and as many more 
thsui that as material and space permit, under the oircximstances . One thing: I 
positively guarantee that you shall receive the issues ON TIME, The issues shall 
be mailed out by the tenth of their respective months. So let’s get together nnH 
make the 1950 issues the best volume yet. Reiaember it is crucially important that 
you e^tribut,b! I can’t fill six pages by myself month after month. 

In order to increase interest and stimulate the hobby in general, I am willing 
to publish notices for members of the AVa of not more than five lines ner insertion. 
There will be no charge for these, eind this seems an ideal way to get rid of some 
of your duplicates. You may make any kind of offers buy, sell, or trade. This, 
then, amounts to free ads for members of the aVa, for tliere will be no charge for 
this service. Non-members ivill continue to pay the regular ad rate. In case I am 
swamped with ad cony by members (a doubtful occurrence), those received earliest 
v'ill be given preference, and those left out of one issue will get first preference 
in the next. Under no circumstances virill there be more than one page of these. 

It is going to be my policy to make this news-letter truly YOUR publication. Use 
it to communicate with the hobby; send in articles on any subject relative to the 
hobby. Ipromiae, to publish anything sent in if it is reasonable, subject only to 
tne limitations of space. The more you send in, the bigger the issues will be. 

The main nurpose of this (October) issue is to inform our subscribers that we 
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(continued frora page one) 


are still here, and that The Pare Box is most certainly going to carry on. Only 
the most important and timely news and announcements will be made in this issue. 

I shall continue the news in the November issue, which shall be sent to subscribers 
within a few days. The December issue, I hope, will be mailed by the tenth of that 
month. Starting with the January issue, things shall definitely be running on a 
smooth schedule. 


The ouarterly convention of the American Vocturist Association, held in New 
York on October 29, was highly successful and well attended. More details of this 
meeting shall appear in the November issue. It was decided that the next meeting 
of the A.V. A. will be held at the home of Miss lone Kibbe - 497 Fern Street - West 
iiartford, Connecticut. This meeting is scheduled for January 28, 1950, at Nonn. 


The Seattle Transportation Token Club held its regular monthly meeting for 
September on the ninth. There were seven members and one guest, Mr. R. h. Brown 
of Pittsburgh, present. The annual election of officers was held, and the follow- 
ing were elected: Donald B. Johns, President; Cecil Jei^ferson, Vice President; 

Mary Lake, Secretary. The new officers were installed at the October meeting. The 
retiring first president is to be commended for his fine work and leadership in the 
first years of the club's existence, he has been very instrximental in making the 
organization a success. 

Members of the Seattle Transportation Token Club living in Seattle entered an 
exhibit of fare tokens at the Western Washington State Fair held at Puyallup Sept- 
ember 17-25. This is the largest fair held in the State of ’Washington. The exhibit 
was enjoyed by the many thousands who viewed it, and it was one of the most popular 
exhibits at the fair. The Superintendent said that everyone enjoyed sef^ing this 
type of hobby. For their efforts, the members of the Club wore awarded a Bronze 
Medal — one of the highest awards given to a club. The exhibit was set up by Cecil 
Jefferson and iCd Rudolph; they also made all of the arrangements for the exhibit, 

LOiiLH 3ARTLLTT exhibited two frames: one with a picture of a horseoar with 
horsecar tokens in it; the other was a freane with assorted foreign tokens and tickets 
CLCIL JiilFFlSUSOlJ exhibited three frames: (l) a frame of the Nuremburg pictorial fare 
tokens; (2) a frame with the letters STC made up with 23mm. tokens; (3) a frame of 
California tokens. CUS NILSON exhibited a frame of all of the Washington tokens. 

BOB CriAMBLRLAIN exhibited t^vo frames shov/ing pictures of streetcars of the Northwest 
and the tokens and transfers used on them. PAUL FOUTS exhibited a frame of old 
horseoar tokens. MaRY LAKL exhibited a frame of British celluloids, CECE MlYER 
exhibited a frame of all types of the British celluloids, DON JOHNS exhibited a 
frame of tokens from all over the United States, In it were representatives of the 
oldest and newest tokens, ED RUDOLPH exhibited three frames: (1) Tokens from Den- 
mark on a backgroxand of the Danish flag; (2) Tokens from Sweden on a background of 
the flag of Sweden; (s) Every type of token used (bridge, bus, transfer, etc.) with 
a slogan about hobbies spelled out xvith tokens. There also were pictures of a horse 
car and a trolleybus to show primitive and modern travel, 

anyone wishing to join the Seattle Transportation Token Club may obtain inform- 
ation and application blanks by sending a request— even a penny postcard is OK— to 
the secretary, Mary Lake - 609 Peoples Building - Seattle 1, Washington. 

The mail auctions of this club are famous for the good tokens in them. Member- 
ship is open to anyone— and only members may bid in the mail auctions. We hope to 
run lists of prices realized in The Fare Box on these auctions— because I believe 
that only by keeping acquainted with the latest prices tokens are bringing will the 
fare token collectors really be wall versed with true values of their tokens. 

REiviEMBLR THE ADDRESS OP THE FARE BOX - P.O. BOX 334 - NET/^ HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 
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ISSUE PR0SLM4 FIM^iLLY CLE^IRKD UP 


It is very gratifying to announce that arrangements have been completed by a 
group of vecturists to purchase all the rights of the publisher in the ’’National 
Check and Premium List of All U,S. Transportation Tokens,” otherv/ise known as At- 
wood’s Check List, These transactions were completed with the whole-hearted coop- 
eration and approval of Mr. Atwood, 

As a result of such arrangements, the list will hereafter be distributed ex- 
clusively by Max M. Schwartz, 134 ^’Jest 58th Street, New York 19, N.Y., who is pre- 
pared to fill all orders immediately. The list, including the replacement sections 
for ConnecPxcut, Georgia, Kentucky, Minnesota, and Virginia, will now sell for f3,50, 
postpaid, prepaid. 

Some of the important results of such arrangements are as follows: 

(a) The Check List and all publication rights therein are now ovmed by veotur- 
ists, 

(b) The Fare Box will again shortly resume the publication of supplements, 
changes, revisions of prices, etc, 

(c) Mr. Atwood will shortly release for publication serially in The Fare Box 
his check list of foreign tokens, 

(d) Vecturists who have any differences with the publisher concerning the sale 
of The Check List or any revisions will receive satisfaction from the dis- 
tributor, Collectors who have paid for lists or the five revisions named 
and who have not received them should immediately communicate with Mr, 
Schwartz, setting forth the details. If the situation warrsints, such de- 
fault will be rectified. Many collectors have received these revisions, 
or some of them, and have not paid for them. In such case, please make 
payment to the distributor, who will credit the amount received to the ac- 
count of the publisher. 

It is expected that the revisions of Illinois, Indiana, and Massachusetts and 
the new printing of Canada will be completed soon by the original publisher, in ac- 
cordance with his agreement, ^Vhen that has been done, an appropriate announcement 
will appear in these columns, and no orders will be accepted therefor until that 
time. Some collectors, however, have prepaid for this second group of revisions. 

Such as have should immediately communicate the fact to Mr, Schwartz, so that he 
may oe guided thereby. 


mvi ISSUES 

I expect to have a new policy in respect to new issues very shortly. Details 
of this will doubtless be announced in the November issue. Frankly, it is hoped 
that new issues will be sent directly to Mr, Atwood, who will send them to The Fare 
Box with their proper numbers and letters. In this way, the duplication which has 
occurred in the past will be no more, and collectors will have the proper number 
and list price of a token as soon as they are made aware of its existence. Inasmuch 
as we have no definite word on this plan as yet, however, I am listing those nevr 
issues which I do have in the conventional manner. Unfortunately, Mr. Peebles mis- 
placed a large list of new issues which were to be listed in this issue. In con- 
sequence of this unfortunate loss, I can only list a fev/ — those which I do have. 
These appear on the back page. 




In regard to CONN 305 G and H which 1 said were unique in the last issue* I 
have since met a gentleman — Mr. C, Hoflnann of New Haven— who also has both these 
tokens, Mr. Hofmann is a nev/ collector, but knows a lot about the history of some 
old Connecticut tokens. 
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NEVJ ISSUiiS 


Dothan, Alabama (C. Cook) 

Bz 23 Ear Dothan Bus Company, Inc, (bus)' 

G-pod For One Faro (bus) 

Tuscaloosa, Alabama (A, Jordan) 

Bz 23 D Druid City Lines 
Good For One Fare 
Savannah, Georgia (R. Atwood) 

Ym. 16 Sd SavanneJa Transit Co. One Fare in Azalea Land 
(azalea) 

Valdosta, G.orgia (A, Jordeua) 

Vjift 16 Bar Valdosta Coaches, Inc, Valdosta, Ga, (bus) 

Good For One Ride (bus) 

Champaign, Illinois (R, Atwood) 

23 Bar Champaign City Lines, Inc, (bus) 

Good For One Fare (bus) 

Columbia Heights, Minnesota (K-. Snyder) 

Bz 23 Bar C„T,C. P.B.L. (bus) 

Commutation Value Park Bus Line Columbia Transit 
St, Louis, Misscviri (F, Greene) 

Yai 16 U United Railways Co, of St, Louis 1919 

Good For One City Fare (2 varieties) (copper-plated) 

Y»M 16 U United Railways Co. of St,' Louis 1919 

GooQ For One Fare Rolla ^Yells Recvr, (copper-plated) 

New York, R,Y, (D, Peebles) 

B 23 Sd Mew York City Transit System BMT Division Transfer Token 
Issued In Exchange For Transfer (entirely new design) 
Rochester, New York (F, Johnson) 

16 R Rochester Transit Corp, Rochester, N,Y, 

Good For One City Fare (bronze-plated) 

Fayetteville, North Carolina (R, A-^wood) 

Bz 23 Bar City Rapid Transit Co, C.R.T. 

Good For One Pare C.R.T. 

Roseburg, Oregon (R. Atwood) 

B 16 Ball Roseburg Transit RT 
Good For One Fare RT 
UNIDEHTIFIED (a, Jordan) 

WM 23 Ball Dixie Hills Transportation D 
Good For One Fare D 


MET/ DISCOVERIES 


North Olmsted, Ohio (C, Cook) 

A 

29 

Sd 

North Olmsted Bus Line 
(blank) 

A 

29 

Pc 

North Olmsted Bus Line 
(blank) 

A 

25 

Sd 

North Olmsted Bus Line 
School Ticket 

Fr 

25 

Sd 

North Olmsted Bus Line 
School Ticket 

B 

24 

3d 

North Olmsted Bus Line 
School Ticket 

B 

25 

Sd 

Northolmsted Bus Line 
School Ticket (this is 


School Ticket (incuse letters) 

School Ticket (incuse letters ) (Bmm. hole) 


an error, and is the only one still in use) 


UNIDENTIFIED (’/. ’Jhitfield) 

B 16 Sd Chamber of Commerce Redeemable At Any Pike Co. 
(blank) 


RM^MBER - ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS REGARDING THE FARE BOX TO THE EDITOR s- 

JOHN M. COFFEE, JR. - P.O, BOX 334 - NED HaVEN, CONNECTICUT 
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wOTlCB - .is long as the present stationary holds out, the old address will appear, 
of course, in the masthead, I do not want to ruin the appearance of the front page 
by trying to cover up the obsolete portions of the masthead with *’X*s.’* So please 
remember to send all material intended for The Fare Box or its Editor to the Editor; 
JOhh M, COFFEE, JR. - P.O. BOX 334 - HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 


SEND ALL NE^'J ISSUES TO ROLMD C. aTVVOOD 

President of the A.V.A. Max M. Schwartz has announced the appointment of Roland 
C. iitwood as Chairman of the New Issues Committee, Mr, Atv/ood will be the sole mem- 
ber of this committee, and the exact description of all nev\/ issues and discoveries 
should be sent to him, and not to The Fare Box. Mr. Atwood will then immediately 
incorporate the listing of the newly discovered token into a supplement to his Nat- 
ional Check and Premium List, and the supplement will be promptly published in The 
Fare Box. It is hoped that much confusion and mi smder standing will thus be elim- 
inated. Consequently there will no longer be any page of new issues and discoveries 
in The Fare Box, There will, however, be at least two pages of supplements, with 
official numbers, letters, and prices, in every issue of The Fare Box. 

Mr. Atwood is undoubtedly the one collector who is unreservedly qualified to 
undertake this task, and The Fare Box is glad to remove this headache from its pro- 
vince to more capable hands. Consequently, I repeat, please send your reports of 
all new issues and discoveries to Mr. Atwood as soon as you make the discovery. 

Send him the exact size of the token in roillimeter s, the device in the center, the 
metal of which the token is made, and the EXACT wording on BACH side of the token. 
Please state whether the token is in use at the time discovered or not. If it is 
not in use, please include such information as is possible to verify the locality. 

If the token is in use, please include the rate of fare at which the tokens are sold 
by the company, and whether or not the company will cooperate with collectors who 
wish to buy the token directly by mail. This may seem a cumbersome task, but it is 
actually of little trouble to anyone, and of great importance to the hobby. 

Although you should send the descriptive details of new issues and discoveries 
to Mr. Atwood, please remember to send articles of interest about tiie token and how 
it was found to The Fere Box. 


Members of the rimer ican Vecturist Association are reminded that their 1950 dues 
oi" '^ 2.00 (which includes subscription to Fare Box) should be sent to the Secretary. 
Mr. Kiimnons ^vill mail membership cards im.mediately upon receipt of your dues: 

£. L. KIiMOllS - 521 EaST LIVE OAi. STREET - iiUETIN 22, TEXAS 


GO 


D 


-IS of October 1, Jackson, Mississippi, installed a new v/M 23 bar token, which 
sells at the rate of 3 for 20^; this supersedes the former fare of 5f( straight; the 
children’s fare of 10 for 25^ was eliminated* • .on Sept. 17 the Key System installed 
an 11/, 10 for '4l fare arrangement; these may be tokens, but not certain yet... the 
tokens of the Fonda, Johnstown Gloversville RR Co. (NY) are now obsolete; the com- 
pany was granted an increase which involved the elimination of the 5 for 40/ tokens 
...No issue would be complete without mention of the battle being waged in the Nat- 
ion’s Capital over radios in transit vehicles— this has been the most controversial 
subject in ^ Washington since cable cars; latest reports have it that the people op- 
posed to radios are winning their battle; a hearing held on the matter nearly turned 
into a riot when supporters of the radios suggested the opponents might be mentally 
unbalanced; Washington seems to be the only city having such troubles over such an 
issue— everywhere else radios seem to be welcomed by the riders.. .the Supreme Court 
of Alabama has denied a fare increase for the Birmingham Electric Co.; hence the re- 
fund tickets the company has been issuing are valid for redemption. . .the fare in 
Tacoma, Wash., has been raised from 10/ to 12/, convenience tokens will be sold at 
12/ each in packages of 5 and 10... the fare rate in Kenosha, Wisconsin,' has been 
raised from 4 tokens for 25/ to 4 tokens for 30; this was effective October 11... 
Indianapolis Railways, Inc., celebrated recently its 85th anniversary; it began op- 
eration October 3, 1864, with mule oars on a one-mile line from the Union Station 
to what is now Military Park (presumably as the Citizens St. R.R. Co.). 

The W 16 bar Ohio Valley Transit, Inc. O.V.T. token listed in the September 
issue as being from Himtington, Vi. Va., was incorrectly attributed. This compeiny 
is independent of the Ohio Valley Bus Company of Huntington. The token is actually 
from WELLS3URG, W. VA. The address there is 2200 Charles Street — but I can’t guar- 
antee that they are the cooperative type. 




As of November 29, I have not yet received the list of prices realized for the 
Seattle Transportation Token Club mail auction. I hope to have it in time to pub- 
lish in the December issue. This list should prove enlightening to many collectors. 

It is my hope to mail a copy of the December issue to every known transportation 
token collector. Consequently, it should reach about three times as many persons as 
it does now. If you want your ad to reach plenty of collectors, the December issue 
is the time to run it--remember, it’s free to AVA members. I should like to make 
this issue especially large and newsworthy, to entice some more collectors into the 
AVA fold--so how about sending in some articles for it. I shall probably mail it 
about December 12. 

Mr. Atwood has informed me that U.S. supplements and the beginning of the for- 
eign check list are now ready. These will xondoubtedly be run in the December issue. 




Recently the Editor acquired the rare token from Covington, Georgia, of which 
there are now only two known (to the best of my knowledge). The token is rather 
worn, but not so much that the correct obverse inscription cannot be made out. This 
should read "C 0 ST. RY. COVINGTON GEORGIA'*. Mr. Atwood apparently did not not- 
ice the word '^GEORGIA" — but it’s there. Of interest are exerpts from the letter of 
the person from whom I bought the token; "One day I decided to go through all the 
toys and I found it (the token) in a box of everything imaginable that children 
won’t let their mothers throw away. I had no earthly idea where the coin came from, 
so I asked my husband last night. He said he had found it in the machine drawer 
years ago when he was a young boy, and had kept it all these years in a box of ’first 
one thing and then the other.’" So you see, ’tokens are where you find them.’ 

If any collector has OHIO 590 A will he please contact me^if I have over 30 want-lists 
from over 30 collectors, but all need it. Someone must have the thing. 
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TR.U^^3P0KTATI0^^ IW MROU 
(from an article in the Akron Beacon Journal) 

The history of transportation in ilkron goes back to the time when Indians 
forged the old Portage trail on their way south. 

The white man settled here, traveling by horse and canoe until the first boat, 
the ’’Ohio,** was lavinched here on the old Ohio Canal in 1827. The Pennsylvania-Ohio 
Canal was opened 14 years later. 

The first railroad, iXkron branch of the Cleveland and Pittsburgh Railroad, was 
opened in 1852 and ran from Hudson to Akron and later ran to Orrville and Columbus. 

It is .now a part of the Pennsylvania Railroad. 

By 1860, the canals had been pushed out by the railroads. 

Early residents found they could get into and out of ilkron easier than they 
could get around within the city itself. The first intra-city line was started in 
1882 but was a flop. The first line was called the ’*herdic” line and ran on Howard 
and Main streets from Federal to the southern end of the city. General Jack Casement 
started an electric line in 1888. Later F. A. Seiberling entered the street railway 
picture by trading a building block for the 'then existing electric railway facilities. 
This was followed with a traction war between Seiberling and Tom ^-^alsh. Seiberling 
went on to found the Goodyear Tire cfc Rubber Compemy, Years of litigation, purchases, 
mergers and other maneuvers followed as the Northern Ohio Traction dc Light Co., and 
later the ilkron Transportation Company emerged. All the while street cars were being 
replaced by buses, many designed at the Twin Coach Company in Kent. 

In 1948 the Akron Transportation Company system traveled 7,817,714 miles and 
carried 52,939,107 passengers. 




■’Vhile the above article on Akron leaves much to be desired, it is the best we 
were able to obtain on that city's transit history. Thanks to Chris Cook for sending 
it in. How about sending in the history of rail transit in your city? Use a news- 
paper clipping, or get the information by your own research. 

MAVERICKS LOCATED 

Many thanks to Mr. D. B, Johns, President of the Seattle Ti ansportation Token 
Club for forwarding this information to us. Mr. Johns received the information from 
Mr. E. L. Tomberlin, a transit photographer and expert on transit history. 

(Numbers are from the list of unidentified tokens published in the September 
Fare Box. ) 

£2S!R2.^ Porto Rico . This company is now known as the Vhite Star Bus Company, 
and is a local independent bus service. 

^^^Q>tertown , S.D. This is a long forgotten bus service which was , later succeed- 
ed by the Lake City Bus & Taxi Co., also long since abandoned. 

20. Valdez , Alaska . A former small stesim railway in and near Valdez around the 
burn of the century. 

28, Bay Park , L*I., M.Y. Check the Bay Park - Bast Rookaway Bus Line of 22 Adams 
Street, East Rookaway, N.Y. , for information. 

36, Logan, Utah . A Local bus service operating in Logan and surrounding Cache 
Valley. 

34. The A. A I. T. & F. Co. may be the old ferry between Ashland, Ky., and Iron- 
ton, Ohio. Someone should check up on this data. The **T** in the initials 
may stand for terminal or transportation . The ’*F** probably is for ferry. 
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'fi/AHTBD TO BUY - Barly tokens such as stag© coach, horsecar, toll road, footbridge, 
celluloid, vulcanite, and similar pieces. 

P. M. Church - 700 Seward Avenue - . Detroit 2, Michigan 

flAYB TUB FOLLO'ilWG obsolete Baltimore tokens to trade for other tokens: MD 60 A, B, 
D, R, X, Y, 0, iU, DD, Bii, PF, GO, iiH, II, JJ. Send me list of tokens offered of 
same value. - B, H. Baake, Jr. - 2922 Chenoak Avenue - Baltimore 14, Maryland 
~200 DIFFERFi'IT TOKEWS FOR #16.00 postpaid. Will exchange 100 different tokens for 
100 16mm. tokens not all necessarily different. 

Kenneth Smith - P.O. Box 888 - Big Spring, Texas 


How about sending in your notice for The Par© Box. Up to five lines, and it’s 
free to AVA members (others pay regular ad rates as listed in the August issue). 

As you can see there's plenty of room for more. I'll run up to a page of them. 

IlviPORTAWT HOTICF; I failed to mention Mr. Roland Atwood's address on the front 
page. Here it is; send all new issues to this address s 

RCLiiND C. aTI'VOOD - P.O. BOX 621 - iiOhLY-iOOD 28, CaLIFORHIA 

The Connecticut Public Utilities Commission has axmoiuiced that the Connecticut 
Company and the Connecticut Railway and Lighting Company (C R & L) will be under no 
obligation to redeem tokens after December 31, 1949. Prior to that date, outstand- 
ing tokens may be redeemed at the rate of 25 cents for three tokens or, in lesser 
units, for eight cents per token. Collectors should take advantage of this oppor- 
tunity to get rid of these things. They are worthless as duplicates: even the 
novice of a few days has these tokens. Eight cents is a gift for one of them.' 




TRM3IT IN TEE WIE CITIiJS 

The first streetcars in Minneapolis and St. Paul were horse-drawn, and went 
into operation July 15, 1872. The first car started over a track a total of 2 miles 
long. The streetcar company consisted of six cars, operated by 14 men and 30 horses 

The first electric tram was put into service on the Fourth Avenue S. line in 
Minneapolis on December 24, 1889. For the next decade the streetcars had to contend 
with severe bicycle competition which cut sharply into the trolley revenue, but 
failed to stop the expansion of the system. Double decker streetcars were operated 
in 1906 to Lake Minnetonka. This was part of the longest line in the system, ex- 
tending westward to Tonka Bay on the western shores of Lake Minnetonka. The, double 
deckers proved so weighty eventually, that streetcar officials junked the cars be- 
cause of wear on trolley wire and rails. The cars, after having their upper stories 
removed, were put into service as regular streetcars. 

The Twin Cities are now among the few fortunate cities which are wise enough 
to retain rail travel. They use ultra modern streamlined PCC cars--the ultimate 
in modern mass transportation. 

(Prom a Tl^ CITY LINES ad sent in by Kenneth Snyder) 




There is a new issue from Pittsburgh, which went into use at 5 a.m., Wednesday, 
November 23, 1949. They sell at the rate of 5 for 60p, or 12^ each (being, appar- 
ently, only a convenience token). These new rates followed months of bickering and 
court and PUG battles. Collectors desirous of obtaining the new issue may do so by 
writing Mr. John M. Mackie, Jr. - 1315 N. Franklin St. - Pittsburgh 12, Pennsylvania 
Mr. Mackie will send them at the regular rate plus postage. The token is 'VM 20 Bar, 
PITTSBURGH RAILWAYS GO. (PCC CaR) / TOKEN FARE PRC (WINGED EMBLM). Take this op- 
portunity to save the company a lot of trouble, and yourself a lot of time. 
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LIST OF MANUFiiCTURERS* SMIPLES 


(All reverses say **good for one fare’* except the Bell Register tokens, which say 
’’Springfield Mass*” on the reverse*) (other exceptions noted) 


1. B 

16 

A 

Allocated Metal 

Tokens 

' 2. B 

16 

L 

11 

If 



3. S 

16 

S 

11 

It 

It 


4. Z 

16 

H 

It 

It 

It 


5. VJM 

16 

5- so 

Bell Register, 

Inc. 


6. " vM 

16 

6 

II 

u 

It 


7. TfVM 

16 

6- sc 

If 


tt 


8. ’.'M 

16 

7-sc 

It 

It 

ti 


9. M 

16 

8 

It 

It 

It 


10. 'm 

16 

10 

It 

It 

It 


11. YM 

16 

11-sc 

It 

i! 

It 


12. I'M 

16 

12-sc 

It 

It 

It 


13. m 

16 

13-sc 

11 

It 

It 


14. WJ 

16 

i4-sc 

It 

It 

It 


15. m 

16 

15-so 

It 

It 

It 

Inc. (reverse: '‘Allentown, Pa.'*) 

16. WM 

16 

Sq-sc 

L. F. Grammes & 

Sons 

17. WM 

16 

F 

Johnson 

Fare Box Co. 

Chicago (2 var. - large small letters) 

18. m 

16 

Ball 

Johnson 

Fare Box Co. 

JFB (2 var. - large & small letters) 

19. B 

16 

Ball 

II 

It It 

tt 

" (2 var. - regular & pale brass) 

20. Z 

16 

Ball 

tt 

It If 

It 

" (silver-plated) 

21. WM 

20 

J 

Johnson 

Fare Box Co. 

Chicago (2 var. - plain & lined background) 

22. vm 

20 

Bar 

It 

It It 

II 

" Jv 

.. £ 

" fbus ) 

23. WM 

23 

Bar 

It 

It It 

If 

24. Bz 

23 

Bar 

It 

n tt 

It 

25. Bz 

16 

A 

Meyer & 

^/enthe 

Chicago 

26. WM 

16 

Ball 

It It 

It 

n 


27. WM 

21 

B 

It It 

It 

It 


28. m 

23 

T-sc 

It It 

It 

tt 


29. Bz 

23 

Bar 

It It 

It 

tt 

(BUS on reverse only) 

30. Bz 

23 

Bar 

It It 

It 

It 

h (Reverse: ’’Good for one half fare ) 

31. 

16 

Bar 

Scovill 

Mfg Co. 

token (Reverse: ’Baterbury Conn, sample”) 

I 

appreciate the fact that 

the 

above list is sadly incomplete. If you have any 


manufacturers’ samples not listed above, or in the National Check List, PLEASE report 
them to me, and they will be listed immediately. In the meantime, I suggest collect- 
ors refer to the listed samples by the numbers assigned above. Many thanks for the 
large part of this list go to Frank Greene of Kansas City, Mo. 


THE NORTH OLMSTED TOKENS 
By C. J* Cook 

For the past month I have been on the trail of the North Olmsted tokens and, as 
you see, have finally made a nice discovery. The North Olmsted Municipal Coach Line 
operates 20 modern coaches betiveen North Olmsted and Cleveland Public Square, a dis- 
tance of 17 miles. The fare rate is cash end divided into 4 zones: 35;^; 30^; 25^; 
20^. No tokens. The school tokens sell at six for 25^ and serve six schools both 
public and private. The company operates two lines: one by way of Fairview to Cleve- 
lard, and one to Butternut Ridge to Cleveland’s west 220th Street, then to Public 
Souare. I doubt if letters to the company will prove fruitful to collectors. 

(Mr. Cook states that there is only one known of each of the solid 29inm. , the 
aluminum 25rQm. , and the fibre 25mm. There are three known of the punched 29mm., and 
sixteen known, of the brass 24mm. The 25inm. brass error is plentiful.) 





There is some interesting information in the December issue of KAlLRO^iD loagaz- 
ine: The Jithens Hailvfay .c Electric Co. (Georgia) was miles long, operating Ib 
cars. ..the Augusta-Aiken Hy. & Elec, Co. (Ga.) was 55 miles long, with 80 cars. This 
was both a city and suburban line... the first railway in Georgia was the Columbus 
Electric Company’s 26 miles of line with 49 cars; it begem in 1866... the Macon Ry. 
ant Light Co. had 37 miles, 56 oars... Rome Railway & Light had 12 miles, 23 cars... 
SaTannah Electric Company had 59 miles, 95 cars. , .Valdosta St. Ry. had 5 miles, and 
six cars. . .Birmingham (Alabama) street railway service opened in 1884 with horseoars, 
and ib was electrified in 1888. . .Montgomery, Alabama, claims to have had the first 
electric streetcar line in the U.S, — 1885 (certain people in Virginia might not 
agree, though ) , 


in**** 

FREAKS 

(Here is a list of some freaks reported by Edgar Levy several months ago. These are 
not regularly issued fare tokens, but many collectors collect them— probably for the 
same reason stamp collectors want their errors.) 

San Jose, California 

B 22 5-sc S. J. & S. C. R.R. Co. One Fare (incuse letters) 

(sasne) 

Eew London, Connecticut 
Bz 16 C G & S Traction Company 

Good For One Fare 
Des Moines, Iowa 

A 19 Sd Des Moines City Railway Co. One Fare 
( same ) 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 

V»M 16 Dd Tulsa City Lines, Inc. (bus) 

Good For One School Fare (bus) 

Casper, Wyoming 


m 

20 

Sd 

Evansville 
Good For 1 

Bus Line 

Ride 

m 

20 

3d 

Evansville 
Good For 1 

Buss Line 

Ride 


20 

3d 

Evansville 
Good For 1 

Motor Bus Line 
Ride 


(There is a possibility that, upon further investigation, several of the above may 
prove to be genuine regularly issued fare tokens. For the moment they must remain 
in the error category, however. ) 

Another "queer" which some collectors may come across is the follov/ing: 

Bz 16 Sd Angels Plight Ry. Co, Good For One Ride in 1932 

(blank) 

The above exists in brass, bronze, and aluminum, and solid and center-holed. The 
best information available says that it was made up by a private party in collusion 
with the company for speculative purposes. Hence it is not listed in the Check List. 




A New haven coin dealer held an auction recently, which included a collection 
of Ohio Merchsmts ' Tokens — probably the finest collection of these in existence. 
Included in this collection were several rare transportation tokens, namelys OHIO 
60 A (the Bellaire Ferry Check); OHIO 165 I,J,K,L (the Cin. cc Cov. Perry tokens, as 
one lot); and OHIO 725 A and B (Maumee & Perrysburg Toll Bridge pair, as a lot). 

Tne fact that the Bellaire and Cinoirmati lots contained tokens became common know- 
ledge, and hence the two lots brought fabulous prices? 5tf6,40 for the Bellaire Ferry 
Check; and -^14,50 for the Cincinnati tokens. No one noticed the Perrysburg pair, 
listed under Maumee City— so the fortunate bidder got that lot for #1.00. Moral7 
Look over those coin dealers' auction cataloguesJ 
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i\10TICB - As long as the present stationary holds out, the old address will appear, 
of course, in the masthead. I do not want to ruin the appearance of the front page 
by trying to cover up the obsolete portions of the masthead with So please 

remember to send all material intended for The Pare Box or its Editor to the Editor; 
JOHN M. COFFEE, JR. - P.O. BOX 334 - NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 


DAL C, ANIHIEWS 

It is with extreme regret that I must report the passing of Dal l . ^indrews, 
of Box 69, Mill Road, Abseoon, New Jersey. Mr. Andrews was Member jp56 of the Amer- 
ican Vecturist Association, and #7638 of the American Ntttnlsmatic Association. 


MEMBERSHIP DUES 

All members of the ^thnerican Veoturist Association and prospective members 
are reminded that dues for 1960 are now duo. The duos of $2.00 includes a one- 
year subscription to The Fare Box. New members must pay ^1.00 initiation fee in 
addition to the dues. I should like to point out that the advantages of belonging 
to our association are limitless. For one thing, in addition to receiving The Pare 
Box itself, you get a free five-line ad in each issue, which amounts to a total of 
sixty lines throughout the year. This much advertising would cost #18.00 to a non- 
member J Furthermore, if there seemed any particular demand, I would gladly give 
up to ten lines to each member, if he wanted it. 

Receiving The Fare Box is itself essential to every active collector. In 1950 
The Fare Box will include regular supplements to the National Check List, including 
price revisions and corrections as well as the assignment of new issues. The Check 
List of Foreign Transportation Tokens, commencing in this issue, will be run regul- 
arly in each issue until completed. Although the countries will not be run neces- 
sarily in alphabetical order, all of them will eventually appear. 

I wish to take this opportunity to wish a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
to every reader! I am closing the first half of this century, and volume three, 
with a 12-pago issue, as big as the much- touted February issue. This has been pos- 
sible because you have contributed! Keep it up and you'll get 12 pages every month. 
Let's make 1950 the best Fare Box year yet. The January issue, first of volume 4, 
goes cun to all known collectors; this one goes only to subscribers. 
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message PR.CM THE SECRETARY 


To My Fellow Vecturists 

’vhile on my vacation this year, I took Atwood's Check List from cover to cover, 
and made a list of all new issues, new numbers, errors and corrections. 'Vhen com- 
pleted I sent to Mr. Atwood for his final correction and additional listings. He 
returned them to me and I mailed the list to my good friend and fellow vecturist 
Mr. Floyd Barnett of Minneapolis, Minn,, who is cutting the stencils for them. Mr. 
Barnett mailed me nineteen (19) typewritten for final check. These have been 

checked and mailed back to him. I expect the stencils shortly, and v/hen received I 

will run them off on my company's mimeograph machine, and a complete copy will be 
sent to every person having one of Atwood's Check Lists. The lists will come to you 

free of charge, with the hope that it will enable you to bring your own list up to 

date. It will not include listings of October, November, and December Fare Boxes. 

vilhen you visit a transportation company seeking tokens, and the memagement 
tells you that he has one or more men that are collecting fare tokens, ask him for 
the names of these men, and forward their names and addresses to me. I will mail 
them an application and personal letter, and if you know of any person who is not a 
member of the A.V.A. , send me his name. Let's build up our membership; 

Fraternally yours, 

Broy L. Kimmons, Secretary 
American Vecturist Association 
521 East Live Oak Street 
Austin 22, Texas 

I should like to call the attention of readers to the article on the Union 
Bridge of 'Waterford, New York, in this issue. This is one of the finest and most 
thorough articles on a token-issuing company that I have ever come across. I am 
deeply indebted to Colonel Sydney E. Hammersley, City Historian of 1/aterford, N.Y. , 
for sending me the article 6ind additional information on the bridge. The original 
cost of the bridge was ^50,000. The bridge was uncovered until 1812, when it was 

found to be decaying, and an additional (#20,000 was spent to stock and repair it. 

Needless to say, I have tried unsuccessfully to obtain the tokens. I have 
left lit-^le unturned in my quest for them (have been working on these two since 

June) but have met with no success. They would be very nice items to add to one's 

collection, and the famous story behind them adds to their desirability. I refer, 
of course, to the tokens listed as NY 935 A and B, 

Although unable to locate the tokens themselves. Colonel Hammersley is still 
trying to obtain information on them, such as the number issued, when used, etc. 

I shall pass this information on to readers as soon as (and IF) I obtain it. 

*it,m** 

It has been suggested that T conduct a "Question and Answer" column in The Fare 
Box. I am more than willing to do this— and will €Uisi«er to the best of my ability 
all questions submitted. Those I cannot handle will be passed on to Mr. Atwood, and 
then published, with his answer. Ask any question about the hobby, but do not ex- 
pect me to answer questions about foreign tokens. I know absolutely nothing about 
them. 


Two transportation token collectors have started a new hobby, and certainly an 
unusual one. They collect sand, from all parts of the world. Both would appreciate 
3 oz. samples, identified. Daggett says he 'IT pay postage for any sent to him, 

Hal J, Daggett - Box 111 - Bellingham, Wash, and Chas. R. Lamb - Long Beach, Wash. 
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ill-mail auction of the Seattle Transportation Token 


Club, held June 10, 1949* 


It 

2i 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 , 

11 . 

12 . 

13, 

14, 


ALn 

ALA 

CAL 

ILL 

IQ’.'VA 

MD 

MICH 

MICH 

MICH 

it . J. 

H.D. 


560 A. 




.¥2 


560 B 2 

575 A 

795 A.- .f. 1 


310 A, 
60 A, 
470 A, 
470 B 
470 B 
115 A, 
600 B 
600 B 




X, 


5 

3 

2 

(thick )..V 2 

(thin)...^ 2 

..X. 1 

(rim). . X^. 3 

xt . XX. \j\j\j u (no rim) .......... v* * * ^ 

Kittanning (Pa. ) Bridge tok^..... 1 

PA 765 A (inc. PI.) K 1 


.05 

.05 

.60 

.25 

.05 

.05 

.10 

.10 

.10 

.15 

.26 

.26 

.35 

.00 


15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 


PA 

S.D. 

TBWW 

TMN 

TMNN 


765 A (variety).^ $1 


380 A 1 

430 A 2 

430 D 2 

430 E rX 2 

20. l^ASH 720 A 'X 1 

21. 6 unassigned Johnson Farebox,. 1 

Costa Rica R.R....... 

Guatemala R.R. medal 1884 1 

24. Mexico 2 tokens Laredo Ferry 3 

25. South America ViiM 25mm 

South America green vulcanite. 1 
So. Amer. Al. R.R. of the N... 1 


22 . 

23. 


26. 

27. 


.50 

.60 

.06 

.05 

.55 

.50 

.00 

.15 

.10 

.10 

.80 

.00 

.05 


PRICES REALiiaBD at the second all-mail auction of STTC held November 11, 1949s 


1 , 

ALA 

2! 

CAL 

d . 

CAL 

4. 

CAL 

5. 

CAL 

6. 

KY 

7. 


8. 

MO 

9. 

MONT 

10. 

N.C. 

11. 

N.C. 

12. 

ORE 

13. 

ORE 

14. 

ORE 


560 A 

575 A (poor) 
575 A and G 
745 C and D 
24 varieties 


V 





510 QQ 

740 A (lot of S)..*!.,. 
640 A (small hole).'X 
480 4 


980 d.... 

980 D 

480 A.... 
480 C.... 

870 xl,B,C 





r" 


, <j>1.55 
. 1.00 
. 1.10 

. .60 

. 1.50 
No bid 

. .60 

. 2.35 
Wo bid 
. 2.35 
. 2.06 

. .55 

. .50 

. .25 


15. Pennsylvania - 25 deferent. . .¥1. 50 

n /» mTTaT'i'.r n m- -n -t ir rr 


16. TENN 375 B 1.5^ 

17. TENN 375 CV 1.05 

18. TENN 375 D 1.05 

19. TENN 430 A 2.25 

20. TENN 430 A (variety).*^ 1.00 

21. VA 620 E 26 

22. HAl/mi 240 A and 540 B. 20 

23. 24 diff. U.S. 22 & 23iti)i. 1.50 

24. 24 diff. East of Missi : xippi. . 1.50 

25. 24 diff. ’Test of Missxrisippi . . 1,50 

26. 17. Vancouver BC ferry //s Tr,. ,25 

27. Odense, Denmark omnibus; ^ so... .25 

28. Odense, Denmark Elecktrik, oval 1.00 


The STTC did not have the lots numbered or arranged in any apparcjnt order, so 
I put them in alphabetical order and numbered them. The numbers will simplify ref- 
erence to a particular lot. In studying the above prices, the coli-'ctor should 
keep in mind the fact the above prices are only indications of current values, and 
by no means change, necessarily, the listed price of any particular token. The 
bidding in the auctions is limited to members of the STTC, 


xSome comment seems in order on some of the prices above listed. As a whole, 
the prices are considerably higher than the Atwood listings. This is especially 
true of the higher priced items, while the common tokens brought considerably under 
the list prices. VA 620 S v;as a bargain at 26^ — virtually half Atwood. The never- 
ending popularity of tokens picturing horsecars is evidenced by the price realized 
on TENN 375 B while C and D from the same city brought only ^1.05--although 

each of the latter is considerably scarcer than the horsecar token (especially D). 

I suggest collectors study these prices carefully before trading — but always remem- 
ber that although ilLA 560 A brought ^2.05 in Jvine, you cannot necessarily expect 
Hj)2.05 on all your duplicates of .ALA 560 A. 




MAVExRIGKS IDENTIFIED 

Mr. Kenneth Smith, cf Big Spring, Texas, has furnished Information which makes 
reasonably certain the fact that the 40inm. fibre J. A. Maddox Transfer tokens — 
Unidentified Tokens ^7 and ^8--were used in Fort !7orth. Newspaper clippings prove 
that a John Maddox owned a livery stable in Fort ''Vorth in the ^eighties. It began 
as a partnership with his brother ^Villiam. Both were also city officials, and Mad- 
dox A\enue in Port IVortli derives its name from them. 
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FOR SiiLiS, or trade for transportation tokens* 125 fire arms; 4000 cartridges and 
war relics? 4000 books of matches (full); arrow heads^ advertising pencils; 1500 
celluloid buttons; coins, U.S. and Foreign; dog license; and other articles, 

"Walter ’’V, Underwood 2 517 0 Street - Sacramento 16, Calif, 

200 DIFFERSMT TOKENS FOR #16.00 postpaid, li/ill exchange 100 different tokens for 
100 16mm, tokens not all necessarily different, 

Kenneth Smith - P,0. Box 888 Big Spring, Texas 

WaNTEI) to buy - Early tokens such as stage coach, horsecar, toll road, footbridge, 
celluloid, vulceunite, and similar pieces, 

F. M. Chur ch - JPSL. 8.rd Avenue •- ' Detroit 2, Michigan 

NEW 1050 KEY SYSTEM TOKEN IS OUT - I will swap it for any recently issued token, 

Ralph Freiberg - 4 142 26th Street - San Francisco 14, Cglif, 

FOR SikLB - One collection of 500 ail different fare tokens. Collection includes 
OHIO 10 B,C, G,H, I, J,K; OHIO 175 M,N; 2 brass North Olmsteds. First postoffice 
money order for #40.00 takes it, postpaid. 

Chris J. Cook - 2105 Fourth Court Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 

WILL EXCHANGE all different tokens in any quantity, for equal amount all different. 
A good swap for the new collector, 

Felton W, Smith - 1 28 Redfield Place - Syracuse 10, N.Y, 

?IANTED - One fiiarch, 1948, issue of The Fare BoX.~ This is the one i^th Cooper's big 
full page ad on the back page. I will pay 50;; for a GOOD CLEAN copy. If this is 
not enough for you, give me your price. I MUST HAVE this particular issue soon, 

J. M. Coffee, Jr. - P.O, Box 354 New Haven, Conn, 

JUST A REMINDER He sure to report all new i s sue s and discoveries to s 

Roland C, Atwood - P.O. Box 621 - Hollywood 28, Calif. 

How about sending in your own ad? Remember it's free to AVA members, up to 
five lines. The more ads we have, the more interesting the issues. The January 
issue will reach hundreds of unaffiliated collectors. 

Kenneth Smith reports that the Park Street Line in Fort Worth, Texas, may have 
used a token; also that the Fort Worth St. Ry. may have used school tokens in 1884, 
and one of the other 20 competing companies may also have used a school token; there 
seem to be plenty of possibilities down there... Fort Worth last year discontinued 
the use of all tokens and went on a straight 10;; fare; now, however, they are using 
TEX 340 B (listed as obsolete) as school fares; all Fort Worth tokens except B are 
now obsolete. . .Kenneth Smith ransacked the office at Fort Worth and took everything 
(in the way of tokens, that is) worth while — only left about 60 damaged ones in the 
odd token box... Butte, Montana, is now on a straight dime cash basis; they will re- 
deem their tokens for cash, but will not exchange for odd tokens... Tri City Lines 
of Aberdeen and Hoquiam, Wash., are using tokens again after a year's lapse; fare 
is 13^; token use limited to certain zones... A couple of kids in Hartford stole a 
streetcar and went for a joyride all over the city in it; it is a gasoline trolley 
used for switching freight oars around; a Connecticut Company official had said, 
previous to the discovery of the evildoers, that it could only have been stolen’ by a 
mechanical genius due to complicated operating mechanisms; so the two wizards 
were taken before Third District Juvenile Court, 


Kenneth Smith reports that the aluminum 19mm. Des Moines City Railway token, 
listed as a freak last month, was a legitimate issue. The ICmm. Tulsa token, also 
listed as a freak last month, was part of a large order but never authorized. It was 
however, used during a temporary short? go of the 21mm. for a few days. Mr. Smith 
goes on to state that WISC 700 D and S and IOWA 640 M are manufacturers' samples 
never regularly issued. IOWA 640 M and N were both submitted by the manufacturer; 

M was rejected, and N reordered in large quantity. Only 3 or 4 of 640 M were ever 
struck. ALA 560 I was never ordered for usage and is probably a freak. IND 860 I 
is probably a freak— the company went out of business before steel was generally used 
for tokens. OKLA 860 G and I 3 x 0 solid freaks, says Mr. Smith, who stopped off in 
Tulsa last summer and found this out. The Elmira company says they never ordered any 
16mm. steel. TENN 345 B should be 21mm. instead of 23mm. IOWA 230 J is also a freak, 
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FORT WORTH RAIL LINES 

(Fort Worth Star Telegram, October 30, 1949) 

On Christmas Day, 1876, a streetcar about the size of the Toonerville Trolley 
and pulled by a mule little larger than a jackrabbit rolled along Main Street, In 
augurating a city transportation system that has served Fort Worth for 73 years. 

The line was owned by the Fort Worth Street Railway Company which had been in- 
corporated January 8, 1874, by K. M. Van Zandt, W. H. Lawrence, John Peter Smith, 
George F. Wevmian, W. A. Huffman, and Sane Cetti, with a capital of 5^50,000. 

City Council gave the company exclhaiye operating privileges on July 7, 1874, 
in a franchise which forms the base of today's Fort Worth Transit Company, a direct 
descendant of the original company. 

Two years and more elapsed between organization of the company and its initial 
operation because there was no place for would-be-riders to go tntil the railroad 
came here in 1876 and built a depot. ' 

After construction begstn in October, 1876, ill fortune almost befell the line. 
Contractors for the line were Crosby and Hart and a third partner, who went to St. 
Louis to buy rail and cars, found other icings to spend the money. But Crosby and 
Kart finished the line under another Contract. 

The mile-long line ran from the courthouse to the depot along a Main Street 
that was seasonally dusty and muddly. Sometimes the mule bolted. 

Superintendent Dan Cary reported in 1878 that two cars were used, making 160 
daily round trips, carrying about .440 riders a day and making a net rnnual profit 
of approximately 4"^, ZOO. ‘ 

Besides Cary, the personnel included three drivers and a hostle . The stable 
was in about the 1200 block of Main, 

The Fort Worth S^.reet RailW0.y Company enjoyed a monopoly until December 7, 

1881, when the Prairie City Street Railway Company was granted a franchise and be- 
gan operating from Main on Seventh to Taylor, down Taylor and across the T&P- 
reservation to Hemphill. 

Third Line established here was the Rosedale S-fcreet Railway Company, which re- 
ceived a franchise for S. Main, operations on April 4, 1884. From then on, street 
railway companies begaui operating in large ntimber, including the North Side, West 
Fort Worth, Park Street, Fort ’Worth dc Arling Heights, Hyde Park, Riverside, 
Polytechnic, Glenwood & Polytechnic, and the Citizens Railway & Light Company. In 
all, the city has had about 20 street railway companies operating under 101 
charters. 

The various companies began electrifying in 1889, replacing the mule and horse- 
drawn cars. Electric streetcars were about as crude as the mule-drawn. Riders 
often were shocked by the poorly insulated oars. Motormen stood on an open plat- 
form, roasting in summer, freezing in winter. Motormen on the Arlington Heights 
line could hear wolves howl at night as they bounced across the prairie going to 
Lake Como. Lake Como, Lake Erie, and the Pavilion at the foot of Samuels Avenue 
were built by the railway companies to attract business. 

The multiplicity of city lines failed to serve Fort Worth satisfactorily, for 
Mayor B. B. Paddock said in his annual message of April 12, 1898: 

"If ever a city was cursed by the criminal negligence and wanton indifference 
of some of those to whom valuable freuaohises have been given for the construction 
of street railways EUid other electric equipment, that city is Fort Worth, .Corp- 
orations to whom valuable concessions have been made seem wholly indifferent to the 
rights of the public. By reason of the defective construction and negligence in the 
maintenance of their property it is a source of constant menace to the lives, limbs, 
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and property of the people who have favored them. They are deaf to every appeal, 
callous to every remonstrance, and unmindful of every obligation assumed when the 
franchise was granted. This abuse is so flagrant, so notorious and so well known 
that is is unnecessary to be more specific,” 

On the same day, the council directed the city attorney to sue for forfeiture 
of the franchises of City Railway Compeiny, Fort Worth & Arlington Heights, and 
Glenwood & Polytechnic College street railway companies. 

Bit by bit, the Fort VJorth Street Railway Company bought out competitors, 
gaining a monopoly. 

In 1901, the Bishop and Sheiwsrin Syndicate bought the Forth T/orth company and 
changed its name to the Northern Texas Traction Company. As NTTC, the company in- 
augurated intorurban service between Fort Worth and Dallas, in 1902, running its 
noisy Red Limiteds until December 24, 1934. 

Buses began replacing streetceirs when the first bus line, to Oalchurst, was 
placed in operation in 1926, The last streetcar was taken out of service and the 
town was served entirely by buses in June, 1939. 

In 1932, the Northern Texas Traction Company went into receiver cship, emerging 
in 1938 as the Fort Worth Transit Company. 

The company now operates 245 buses over 177 miles of route, carrying sin aver- 
age of 116,000 passengers daily, compsired with the 440 idxo rode the mile-long 
route from depot to courthouse in 1878, 


The mule cars used in the 'eighties on those lines were only seven feet longl 
I am indebted to Kenneth Smith for sending in the above excellent article on Fort 
Worth's turbulent transit history. Only one of those old lines issued a token, 
as far as is definitely known; this is the one listed as TEX 340 A, an extremely 
rare item picturing the Spring Palace on its reverse. The Spring Palace, a large 
wooden building constructed and owned by the little railway company, burned in 
1889. Mr. Morganthau published an excellent article on the event in his "The 
Story Behind The Token” in the Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine a few years back. 

Ac about Midnight, November 11, 1884, the Rosedale Street Railway Company in 
Fort Worth tried to connect their Jennings Avenue line on the railv/ay reservation 
of the Texas & Pacific. The T&P apparently had a good intelligence corps, how- 
ever, because when the construction crew arrived at the point where they had to 
construct their tracks across those of the T&P, the latter had a locomotive placed 
squarely on the crossing, thus preventing any work from being done. There was a 
city ordinance, however, which said no locomotive could stand on a crossing for 
over five minutes at a time— so the T(SP used twc locomotives. The engine crew were 
arrested, but posted bail and resumed their posts. Crowds gathered, half rooting 
for the locomotive men, and half rooting for the street railway men. Finally both 
arrived at an agreement, and peace reigned again. 

Did anyone ever wonder why streetcar tracks are usually different from the 
standard gauge of four feet eight and a half inches? The reason, of course, was 
that city officials feared the rail"'-./ con^anies would gain control of their 
streetcar lines and run locomotives and freight cars down the main streets of the 
city. This has actually happened j.n several cities— the local residents havine 
to crawl over a row of flat oars to get across the street’ 

Hal J. Daggett reports his new eda’-eas, which is as follows* 

Hal J. Daggett _ P.0„ Box 111 _ Bellingham, Washington 
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THE UNION BRIDGE, lUTERPORD, N.Y. 

- One of the Famous Covered Bridges of All Time - 
By Richard S. Allen, Postmaster, Round Lake, N.Y. ^ 

In those days huge forests grew right down to the banks of .the Hudson River, 

The broad stream flowed gently between low meadows, and poked its v/ay around an en- 
carpment just north of the little settlement of Lansingburg. Across the riber on 
the west bank stood Waterford, a trading center and hub of travel from Saratoga 
County to the south. It was obvious that a bridge was needed. 

A stock corporation was formed to link the two villages, and was aptly named 
the ’’Union Bridge Company.” The directors of the company immediately began to ad- 
vertise for contractors to erect their bridge. 

They were fortunate in obtaining the services of Theodore Burr of Oxford, N.Y,, 
- bridge architect extraordinary. Burr had already built several large span bridges 
in the state, including those at Oxford, Catskill, and Canajoharie. Originally a 
mill-wright, his bridge-building was still, after four years, in an experimental 
state. However, at Waterford, Burr his his full stride as a truss inventor. His 
arch design, first used there, became the prototype for others all over the country 
— being built to this day in wood and steel. 

There were four spans, one 154 feet, one 161 feet, one 176 feet, and the fourth 
180 feet clear span, with a complete overall length of 797 feet. The three lines 
of Burr Arch trusses provided two eleven-foot roadways and a width of thirty-four 
feet overall. The timbers were adze-hewn white and red pine timber, out from the 
surrounding country, and held by hand-forged bolts and nuts with white oak pins and 
wedges. 

James McElroy was the head mason, and the two abutments and three piers of rub- 
ble masonry which he and his masons fashioned with natural cement or ’arras” still 
stand in the Hudson to support the present-day steel bridge, 

Samuel Shelly was Burr's second and master carpenter, supervising the raising 
of scaffolding and the inching of the huge timbers into place. One red pine arch 
timber was 14 inches by 15 inches by 65 feet long, a colossal piece for men to han- 
dle with no machinery save block, tackle, and elbow-grease. 

The bridge, commenced in the Spring of 1804, was far enough al^ng to be opened 
for traffic on December 3 of the same year. It was a holiday for botn Waterford and 
Lansingburg, and a procession formed at Noon in the latter village to march across 
the bridge, ’’under discharge of seventeen csinnon” (let us hope that they broke step) 
to Waterford, where an ample dinner had been spread at Gerardus van Sohoonhoven' s 
Hotel at the expense of the Union Bridge Company directors. 

Among the prominent persons in attendance were the Governor of New York State 
’ — Morgan Lewis — and other state officials, and ”a nimiber of respectable gentlemen 
from Albany and adjacent villages.” These last were doubtless green with envy at 
the new crossing afforded their upstream rivals for commercial advantages. Sixty 
years were to roll by before the Capital City of Albany had a bridge across the wide 
waters of the Hudson, 

The Waterford Gazette, in its issue after the opening, described the new bridge 
in glowing terms : 

”0n examination, it will be found that its symmetry is just in all its parts, 
which reflects the highest honor on the engineer, Mr, Theodore Burr. And when we 
behold with what regularity and despatch the plans of the architect have been exec- 
uted by Mr. Samuel Shelly, under whose immediate supervision the work has progressed, 
we conceive no less praise is due to him. 'fliile we are contemplating this noble 
structure, let us descend beneath the waters, and there fixing our minds on its 
rocky base, gradually emerge from the stream, behold with wonder and admiration, 
three stately columns, whose strength appears to baffle the destruction of time, and 
whose magnitude causes the winds to murmur as they pass, and the waves to return in 



perpetual eddies upon themselves. Here we behold the skill of masonry, exemplified 
in Mr. James Mcfilroy, under whose direction the pillars arose, sind on whom much en- 
comium has justly been bestowed..... The bridge is divided into two separate apart- 
ments, which not only adds to its beauty, but much increases its strength, and per- 
sons crossing it being obliged to take the right hand apartment will effectually 
prevent any contention which would otherwise probably result.” 

Authorities agree that the original bridge was not protected by covering, but 
they are not in accord regarding the history of the span during the next decade. 

Some claim that the bridge was repaired and covered in 1814, while others say that 
there was a complete rebuilding in 1812-1814, at an expense of i|^20,000. The writer 
believes that extensive repairs were made at that time, including side-boarding and 
roofing to stall any further effects of exposing the mighty timbers to the elements. 

Reuben Field, well-known builder on his friend Theodore Burr's arch plan, was 
probably in charge of this work, for Burr addressed a letter to him at Waterford 
early in 1815. 

Should the work of that period ever prove to be a complete rebuilding, then 
Field, instead of Burr, should be credited with the fine and durable design of the 
Union Bridge. 

Union Bridge stood staunch through the years, growing old gracefully. Inside, 
the great arches, posts and braces became smooth from the passage of countless loads 
of hay going to the markets of Troy. Around the turn of the century tracks were laid 
through the bridge, so that the United Traction Company, and later, the 25-ton inter- 
urban cars of the Hudson Valley Railway could cross the river. A model of the bridge 
was made and studied at the time its use by trolleys was contemplated. Unfortunately 
this model has disappeared, perhaps in the fire which destroyed the Troy City Hall in 
1938. 


About the time of the advent of the trolleys, some of the arch footings were re- 
newed, additional floor beams were added, and a narrow footwalk was placed on the 
north side of the bridge. 

Once a windstorm of hurricane proportions tore the roof from the toll house on 
the Waterford end, but spared the squared, plain- faced portals with their signs, us- 
ing the old-fashioned ’’S's” which readi '*ONE DOLLAR PENALTY for passing this bridge 
faster than a walk, by any person or persons, riding or driving any horse or carr- 
iage.” 


After 105 years, the Onion Bridge was probably the oldest and one of the best- 
known wooden covered bridges in the United States. It was also one of the best pre- 
served. Just before the “automobile age,” which would have doomed it, the bridge was 
destroyed by a spectacular fire on July 10, 1909. It was five minutes of one, on a 
hot Saturday Noon, and Motorman John Ring of the U.T. Co. was taking a disabled trol- 
ley car ober the Union Bridge from Waterford to the Lansingburg oar barn. As the car 
was about to enter the second span from the east end. Ring chanced to look down and 
saw a little blaze spitting spitefully up from the flooring. Turning on his power 
full speed, he dashed over the bridge suid turned in the alarm. But it v^as too late. 


The cause of the fire was said to be defective insulation, but a hard south wind 
fanned the little flames with its draught through the bridge and the dry old wood was 
soon blazing furiously. Then the six inch gas main which the old span carried pulled 
apart and added to the inferno. The Lansingburg firemen raced into the burning bridge 
only to have the second span collapse under their feet. Six of them tumbled into the 
rivor, where they were rescued, only slightly bruised and singed, by other firemen in 
boats. Shortly thereafter the two spans on the west end fell simultaneously, leaving 

Lansingburg side intact. The rest lay hissing and smoking in 
the Hudson, a twisted wreck where once had stood a great bridge. The fire was declared 
under control at lj30, only 35 minutes after the tiny blaze was first seen. 

• Trojans and Waterford residents alike still talk of the spectacular passing of 
their old Union Bridge, grand-daddy” of thousands of others of its type. 
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THii; HORSE CAR GME TO TOW 
By Felton Smith 


The Year was 1860, and the clouds of the Civil I'Jar were gathering. In the 
*hite House in I'l/ashington, a timorous old man was anxiously awaiting the day when 
he could return to the peace of private life once more. A yovuager, more vigorous 
American, Abe Lincoln of Illinois, was in the midst of that turbulent campaign that 
led to his election to the Nation*s Highest Office. Here in Syracuse, his followers, 
called the **wide awakes’’ staged one procession after another to gain votes for their 
beloved candidate. 

Early one evening in August of that year 1860, there was quite a different pro- 
cession here in the city. The Citizens* Corps, marching to the brassy music of 
Sutherland *s Band, and trailed by hundreds of Syracusans, was acting as an escort 
for two horsecars. The street railway had come to Syracuse. 

The marchers were celebrating the opening of the Central City Railway Company 
line which was to operate between Church Street, which is now ’’/illow Street, to 
y^olf Street in the old First V^ard. As the procession moved along the route behind 
those first horsecars, fire works added to the noise and confusion of the event, 
Syracuse was jubilant fiuid many of those present expressed the belief that pretty 
near the ultimate of progress in street transportation had been achieved. 

Less than four months before, the company had been organized. In July the 
ground had been broken for the project and in thirty-five days two oars were running 
over the line. From ‘’Tillow to ^Volf Street the single track extended 7,923 feet over 
eight-foot ties of yellow cedar which had been brought by wagon from Green Island, 
near Oswego. Half way along the line there was a single turnout, and the entire 
cost of the road ajid equipment was ^i>25,000. 

When those first cars reached the Wolf Street end of the line, th^> momentous 
occasion was celebrated with more fireworks, cannons boomed, euid then ohe crowd 
hushed to hear the orators. 

”a new channel of communication between the first ward and the central part of 
the city has been opened,” said the speaker Mr. Thomas G. Alvord. He went on to 
recall how the first railroad out of Syracuse in 1838 had made twelve miles an hour. 
’’Now it could make the astonishing speed of twenty miles per hour!” 

Mayor Amos ’^escott, the members of the common council and othex* city officials 
with their wives were aboard the cars at that formal opening of the line. 

The first street railway charged five cents if the passengers went all the way 
through, and a half way trip cost three cents. The cars ran every twenty minutes 
from seven in the morning until ten at night on week days. Sunday had an interrup- 
ted schedule, . service being offered from ten until Noon and only from five till nine 
in the evening. 

Three years after the time that those first horsecars jogged out North Salina 
Street, a second street railway came to Syracuse. This line went through Fayette 
from West Street and was later extended west. This was called the Geddes Car Line. 
This was the route to the city’s famous ball groimds. Lakeside Park. Sometimes the 
fans returned to do^mtown Syracuse on one of the small boats that sailed the nearby 
Erie Canal, which rivaled the streetcars for passengers. 

The regulations that governed baseball of that early day were interesting indeed. 
Players were forced to pay a fine of ten cents for profane or improper language on 
the field, and it cost them another ten cents to express an opinion concerning a play 
before the umpire had made his decision. A foul could be caught on the first boimd 
and still the batter was called out. It was forbidden for a player to speak to the 
top-hatted umpire unless that dignified individual had spoken to him. A player was 
fined one dollar for using the equipment of another player, but it only cost ten 
cents to disregard instructions from your team captain. 

Syracuse was a good baseball town in those long ago days, and the horsecars 
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THE riORSECiiii CME TO TOV/N (continued) 

were so crowded during the baseball rush hours that the weight of the passengers on 
the rear platform many times teetered the cars off the track* But happy go lucky 
as modern sports crowds, the passengers thought nothing of aiding in lifting the 
car back onto the tracks. 

Car services increased and improved little by little as the years rolled by, 
but it was still a long cry from present day transportation. The oar riders of that 
decade were certainly not a pampered lot. Wo cars operated before seven in the 
morning and the last regular run of the day was made at 10 p.m. That ten o'clock 
car went only as far out on its line as there were passengers left in the car. It 
wasn't expected that anyone would want to go downtown at that ungodly hour of night; 
so if passengers only rode for three blocks from the starting point, the oar would 
turn back. After a car had returned from its last regular run, it became a theatre 
car. 


To acconmiodate the theatre goers, the theatre cars, with horses blanketed and 
drivers seeking shelter and warmth in some nearby tavern, were held until the shows 
were out. Then the hundreds of playgoers would stream forth and sit cheerfully, 
patiently in the oars at the terminal. And not a car would budge until it had been 
packed to the roof. But in that far more leisurely age it never occured to the 
passengers to complain of the service. 

It is interesting to note in this era of regulated labor that while the horses 
that pulled the cars only worked four hours a day, the men on the car lines worked 
from fourteen to sixteen hours daily. 

Early in November, 1888, the first electric streetcar line in Syracuse inaug- 
urated its service. It was a free ride for all comers, and those present at the 
opening made a mad rush to secure a seat on a car for the sheer novelty of a ride 
on an electrically operated line. It was a short line, but the succeeding year saw 
its extension east to Salina Street and west to Solvay. 

The horsecars of those days were far from being luxury coaches, and their in- 
conveniences ware very noted. For the first decade or so the cars were without any 
lieating provisions, and a winter ride was an ordeal for which its patrons prepared 
by wearing the heaviest clothing available. The bench-like seats were hard and nar- 
row, There was one, not too serious, inconvenience attached to the luxury of riding 
on a car that was not horsedrawn, ^/hen the oar came to a railroad grade crossing 
the passengers were forced to descent and cross the tracks afoot because of power 
difficulties. In the seventies most of the lines installed stoves on the cars. 

But they were hardly the ideal solution of the heating problem— if you were seated 
near the stove, you were soon broiling hot, while passengers a few feet further 
away huddled deep in their great coats. The conductors didn't feel too obliged to 
make certain that fuel was added to the struggling fire, and it soon became the cus- 
tom for the ''fare** seated closest to throw on more wood. 

By the time the gay ninties rolled around there were several street railway 
lines, both horse drawn and electrically operated. Unfortunately, they were for the 
most part independently operated, and there were repeated arguments concerning trans- 
fers: sometimes the transfers were accepted, but often the passengers were obliged 
to pay a second far when it was necessary to change lines to reach their destination. 
Finally, in 1896, all lines were consolidated. Fitting enough, only the Green St, 
line which operated from Salina and James Streets to the turntable terminus at Lodi 
end Green remained at the approach of the mechanized Twentieth Century, 

The horsecars, rough and crude as they may have been, had served their purpose 
r:..ad served it well. For where the horsecar went, houses were built, small business 
communities appeared, and the city spread slowly but steadily along these lines. 

Then on October 1, 1900, *'old Dobbin’* made the run and jogged back to the barn, for 
that was the **last run.** An era had come to an end, the era of the horse drawn 
streetcar, which was as much a milestone in the advancement of transportation as the 
csjial, the railway, and the automobile— the horse drawn streetcar was another step 
in the advance of civilization. 
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CHECK LIST OF FOREIGN TRANSPORTATION TOKENS 
Compiled by -Rolsind C. Atwood 
19 5 0 


SCOTL.IND 


ABERDEEN 100 


A 0 

F-black 

21 Sd 

B 0 

Aluminum 

42 Sd 

C 

C-Dk, green 

22 Sd 

D 

C-v.ltIblue 

22 Sd 

E 

C-lt.btown 

22 Sd 

F 

C-dk. brown 

22 Sd 

G 

C-white 

22 Sd 

H 

C-transpar, 

22 Sd 

I 

C-pink 

22 Sd 

J 

C-orange 

22 Sd 

K 

C-white 

22 Sd 

^ L 

V-blue 

22 Sd 

M 

C-orange 

22 Sd 

N 

C-maroon 

22 Sd 

-y-l 0 1 0 

C-lt.red 

22 Sd 

P 

C-lemon 

22 Sd 


C-yellow 

22 Sd 


C-pink 

22 Sd 

s 

C-v.lt.blue 

22 Sd 

T 

C-lt.blue 

22 3d 


C-dk. blue 

22 Sd 

V 

C-v.dk.blue 

22 3d 

Y/ 

C-dk. blue 

22 Sd 

X 

C-violet 

22 Sd 

Y 

C-yellow 

22 Sd 

2 . 

C-maroon 

21 Sd 

aA 

0 V-black 

22 Sd 

aB 

C-cream 

22 Sd 


B N C (circles) (2 varieties) 

Id. (wide and narrow Id.) 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways (arms ) 

No.- Employee's Pass 
Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 
3/4 d. 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 

3/4 d. 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 
B (for blind persons) 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 

B 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 
B 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 
On Military Duty 
Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 
On Military Duty Id, 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 
N.T.C. (for employees of Nat. Tel. Co, 1912) 
Aberdeen Corporation Tramways (arms) 

N.T.C. 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways (arms) 

N.T.C. 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways (arms) 

G.P.O. (for postoffioe employees) 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways (arms) 

G.P.O. 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 

G.P.O. 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 


Available -Only ’’ihen on Duty 
(arms) (shades) 

(arms) 

(arms ) 

( arms ) 

(arms ) 

(arms ) 

(arms) 

(arms ) 


(arms ) 
(arms ) 
(arms) 
(arms ) 
(arms ) 


P (for police) 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 
P 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 
IgH. 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways , 

Id. U varieties s wide & narrow l) 
Aberdeen Corporation Treunways (arms) 
Id. 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 

id. 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 
Id. 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 

3/4 d. 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 


id. 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 

N.T.C. 

Aberdeen C orporation . Tramways 
Id. 

Aberdeen Suburban TranKifays 
Id. 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways 
B 


(arms ) 
(arms ) 
(arms) 
(arms) 
(arms) 
(arms) 

(arms ) 


$0.25 

1.00 


.20 


.20 


.20 


.20 


.20 


.20 


.20 


.20 


.20 


.20 


.20 


.20 


.20 


.20 


.20 


.20 


.20 


.20 


.20 


,20 

.20 


.20 


.20 


.20 


.50 


.20 
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ABERDEEN 100 (continued) 


AC 

A® 

C-lt. violet 

150 

22 

Sd 

Aberdeen Corporation Tramways (arms) 

4d. 


$0.20 

A 

C-dk.blue 

22 

Sd 

Ayr Corporation Tramways (seal) 


.20 

B 

C^white 

22 

Sd 

Ayr Corporation Tramways (seal) 

Id. 


.20 

C 

C-red 

22 

Sd 

Ayr Corporation Tramways (seal) 

^-d. (2 varieties s regular and incuse) 


.20 

D C-blue 

DUNDEE 200 

22 

3d 

Ayr Corporation Tramways' (seal) 


.20 

A o 

Pewter 

Ov 

Sd 

John M. Robertson 23 Per-th Road & Meadowside 
Town Omnibus (omnibus) 

2d. 

1.00 

B o 

Copper 

Ov 

Sd 

John M. Robertson 23 Perth Road & Meadowside 
Town OmJiibus (omnibus) 

2d. 

1.00 

C o 

Copper. 

Ob 

Sd 

Peter Peebles Perth Road Dundee 
(streetcar ) 


1.00 

D o 

Brass 

Ob 

Sd 

Peter Peebles Perth Road Dundee 

City Bus 2d. 


1.00 

B 0 

Copper 

Ov 

Sd 

East End Bus 

Stratton 3d. 


1.00 

F o 

Brass 

Ov 

Sd 

Dundee 6c District Tramway Coy. Id. 

(blank) 


1.00 

G o 

Brass 

25 

Sd 

Dundee & District Tramway Coy. 2d. 

(blank) 


1.00 

H o 

Brass 

Ov 

Sd 

Dundee oc District Tramway Coy. 3d, 

(blank) 


1.00 

I o 

Brass 

26 

Gh 

Dundee & District Tramway Coy. 2d, 

(numerals) 


1.00 

J 

C-dk.blue 

22 

Sd 

Dundee City Tramways (arms) 
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